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5, 2026,

My dear Utica UMC Family,

Over the past several months, Melanie Kuzia and I had the privilege of completing training as Stephen
Leaders and being commissioned, a role that equips us to help our congregation grow in one of the
most beautiful ministries the Church can offer: Stephen Ministry.

Stephen Ministry is built on a simple, Christ-centered truth: No one should walk through life’s hardest
moments alone, rightly as I mentioned in my last sermon.

In a world where people carry quiet burdens-grief, illness, caregiving exhaustion, job loss, family
strain, spiritual dryness- Stephen Ministers become living reminders of God’s presence, offering care
that is confidential, consistent, and deeply compassionate.

To ensure that we all understand what Stephen Ministry is about, let me provide a simple definition:
“Stephen Ministry is a confidential one-to-one Christian care provided by lay people to members of
our congregation and community who are experiencing some difficult seasons in their lives "

The trained lay members of our congregation who provide this care by walking alongside those who
are hurting are the Stephen Ministers. Stephen Ministers offer:

A listening ear

A caring heart

A faithful presence

Prayer and encouragement

Christ-centered support during difficult seasons

These Stephen Ministers don’t fix problems. They don’t offer quick answers. They don’t replace
professional counseling.

They simply show up, faithfully, gently, and consistently, just as Christ shows up for us. Stephen
Ministry creates a sacred space where we can share, hold, and carry our burdens together.

As we have mentioned previously, you don’t need to be a counselor. You don’t need to have all the
answers. You don’t need to be perfect. You simply need: A heart that cares, a willingness to listen, a
commitment to confidentiality, a desire to grow spiritually, and a readiness to walk with someone
through a difficult season.

If that sounds like you—even if you’re unsure—this may be the Holy Spirit’s nudge. You can contact
Melanie or me to work with you on becoming a Stephen Minister

Church, every day, we strive to be a community shaped by grace, carried by compassion, and
strengthened by Christ’s faithfulness. Stephen Ministry is one way we live that out.

My prayer today is that we become a congregation where no one suffers alone, no one grieves alone,
no one struggles alone, because the love of Christ is made visible through the ways we care for others.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Albert
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Monday Morning Study

A New Bible Study Group Beginning Monday, September 21 at 10:30 AM
Every meaningful journey begins with a first step. On Monday, September 21, at 10:30 AM, we will take
that first step together as we begin a New Study Group.

Ouir first lesson will focus on one of the most familiar and profound passages of Scripture: The Lord’s
Prayer. Jesus gave this prayer to His disciples, and by extension, to us, not simply as words to repeat,
but as a pattern for how we can approach our Heavenly Father, with reverence and trust, humility,
dependence, and forgiveness

As we study the Lord’s Prayer, we will take time to consider what each phrase teaches us about God
and about our own walk of faith. We will also reflect on how prayer can become more than a routine- a
daily relationship with God.

Our time together will be an opportunity to learn, pray, ask questions, encourage one another, and walk
together in faith. You don’t need to have all the answers. You simply need a willingness to come, listen,
and participate in what promises to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.

We look forward to beginning this journey together. May our first lesson remind us of the invitation Jesus
gave to His followers: “This, then, is how you should pray. " (Matthew 6:9)

Let’s begin together—with prayer.
Pastor J. Albert Barchue

Knitted Hats Ministry

Thanks to all who are knitting and crocheting hats

and quilting lap blankets for kids under going cancer treatments.
Hats are part of Beckett Boxes that contain goodies for use
during treatments. Blankets are given out during treatment visits.

Keep up the good work- it makes a tough time a little warmer!
If you would like to hear more about participating with our
project contact Peggy Miller 586-557-0208
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Mini Pantry Update

| love searching the internet for quotes on serving, helping, volunteering and so forth.
Although this is not a spiritual quote it speaks humanity in so many ways.

Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect this nation’s
compassion, unselfish caring, patience, and just plain loving one another.” Erma Bombeck

| found this to be so true. Are we not the example of this quote? Are we not God’s voice in a
hurting world? | would say YES. We are his volunteers of compassion.

The focus for food donations for the next two weeks are:
e Cereal

e Canned Veggies

e Spaghetti Sauce/Pasta Sauce

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15

It is so good and so right in all things to give the glory and thanks to our Lord and Savior and to our
church for your faithfulness.

Jim and Liza, Cathie, Melanie, Linda and Ron and Martha.

Trunk or Treat
Some ongoing updates on this year’s Trunk or Treat.

Mark your calendar: Saturday, October 24th 1:00pm to 3:00pm

We are still collecting candy donations. If you would like to donate please place your name on the bag
and leave in the office.

We are in need of one more volunteer to help with Food Services. Please contact Melanie Kuzia with
any questions and/or to volunteer.

Also needed are a couple more Grill Master Assistants. We have a whole lot of dogs that need grilling.
And last and definitely most importantly are the TRUNKS....we need lots and lots of TRUNKS.
Please look for the sign up sheet at both services on Sunday, September 27th.

Please feel free to contact me with questions.
Martha Powers
586-703-1668
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Join us for
Dinner and Discussion

Can questions of faith, doubt and religion really be answered over a dinner?Using Dinner with a Perfect
Stranger by David Gregory as a guide, we will share a simple meal as we seek answers to our
questions.

This 4 week discussion begins October 6 and goes thru October 27 on Wednesdays at 6:00-8:00pm
Please RSVP to Peggy (586-557-0208) or Dave Miller (586-381-1246) by October 3.

Featured Library Books
Looking Like Max Lucado Day

A Love Worth Living - Finding it hard to love? Someone in your world is hard to forgive? Is
patience an endangered species? Kindness a forgotten virtue.? If so, you may have forgotten a
step. An essential first step. Living loved. Call letter: 242.5

Just Like Jesus - Where did you get the idea you can’t change? God loves you just the way you
are but he refuses to leave you there. Call letter 225

In the Grip of Grace - Can anything separate us from the love of God. Story theme is built on
Romans 8:28. Call letter 225

When Christ Comes - The end of the world can strike fear into many. However, Jesus is saving
the very best for last. Read Lucado’s words on the end times. Call letter 225

And the Angels Were Silent - Lucado invites you to take a journey with Christ on the journey to
the cross. Learn how to make your final journey and learn what matters to God. Call letter 225

Love Loaves

Together in Missions will be passing out Love Loaves on Sunday, October 4. We prayerfully
ask that you please take your Love Loaf canister home and fill it with loose change each day to help with
the many missions we support through T.I.M. Please bring your Love Loaf canister back to church on
Sunday, November 22™ and we will collect them, count them and apply it towards the goals for our
missions. If you are unable to attend service on November 22", please drop off your Love Loaf canister
to the church office prior to November 22,

Gracious God, we come before you with thankful hearts for all of your provisions and blessings.
We offer these gifts, collected through our love loaf ministry, as a symbol of our gratitude and love
for you. Bless these offerings, and multiply them, just as you multiplied the loaves and fishes, so
that they may do your work in our community and beyond. We give cheerfully and not under
compulsion, knowing that everything we have comes from your generous hand. Amen.

Your help and generosity makes a difference!
Thank You and God Bless,
Together in Missions Team
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COLOR YOUR FALL WITH KINDNESS.

Give blood.

+ American
N/ RedCross

Blood Drive

Utica United Methodist Church
8650 Canal, Sterling Heights

Wednesday, October 21, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

To schedule an appointment, visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter sponsor code: UTICAUMC or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

Come to give blood Oct. 19-Nov. 22 for a $10 Amazon &5
Gift Card by email PLUS earn 200 bonus points toward
exclusive Donor Rewards! See rcblood.org/ Maze for s
details.

[ 290 ) » Order ID: 2009736 « llem 1D 10506499 Qly: 8 of 8 + 448605 * 2026-APL-0580 + ARCL » 256861

an appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Cross | 418001-03-Field-R'
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:

9:30AM
with Organ, Choir and Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Mini Pantry
Food and Monetary
Donations are being
accepted.
Suggested foods canned
meat, pancake mixes and
syrup, small peanut butter
and jelly, boxes of
crackers.

Keep Connected
If you are not signed up for our
Weekly Messenger email, you
can do so on our website by
clicking on the “More” tab, then
“Weekly Messenger; on that
page you will find a place to
register for our weekly email!

Online Worship
A recorded service will be
available online on
Facebook, our church website and
on YouTube beginning at
9:00am each Sunday.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday
8:00am-2:00pm

Ministry Team
Rev. J. Albert Barchue
pastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs

Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Mer Renne, Contemporary
Worship Leader
mer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director/Bookkeeper
Rachelle Heldt
rachelle@uticaumc.org
office@uticaumc.org

Deadline Information

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week
Messenger Articles and Prayer List by
Noon on Wednesday each week.
Announcement made during service
by 1pm Friday
E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or
office@uticaumc.org

Our Mission

“Like” us Inviting people to rely
on on Jesus to find
Facebook! unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.

-
>
Going on vacation; can’t make it to church?
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for
those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our

church website: www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, call the church office.

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm

@EbRBt(]‘QECOVERy

Gool Never wastes a Hurt!

Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live
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