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Altar Prayer Ministry: A Place of Comfort, Care, and Confidential Prayer

At the close of our first service each Sunday, we offer a quiet and spiritual opportunity
for prayer at the altar railing. This time is available to anyone who feels led to come
forward—whether carrying a burden, offering thanksgiving, or simply desiring to be in
prayer.

Two members of our prayer team are present each week to meet you at the railing. It is
a blessing to listen, to pray with you, and to lift your requests before the Lord with care
and compassion.

We want you to know:

* You are heard. Your prayer request matters, and we receive it with attentive hearts.

* You are being prayed for. We continue to lift your needs in prayer beyond that moment
at the altar.

* Your confidentiality is respected. What you share is treated with the utmost discretion
and sensitivity.

+ Support is available. If you find yourself needing deeper guidance or counsel, we
gently encourage you to reach out to our pastor, who is here to walk alongside you.

This ministry exists to remind you that you are not alone. Whether your need feels heavy
or small, spoken or unspoken, you are always welcome at the altar.

“Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28)
We invite you to come.
Martha Powers

Prayer Connection: A ministry of dedicated intercessors who faithfully commit to
pray every day for the ongoing requests submitted to the Church for prayer.

We are a team of seven called Wall Watchers, taken from the words of Isaiah with the
commandment to pray day and night for the fulfillment of God’s promises.

+ Our commitment is based in our belief in God’s teaching that there is Holy Spirit
presence, leading, healing and power in prayer.

* It is the desire of our hearts that every name and request be brought before the Lord
each day.

+ As in the Altar Rail Ministry, confidentiality is respected. What is shared in your request
is treated with discretion and sensitivity.

This ministry exists to partner with you in seeking the presence of God over any
situation you bring before Him.

“Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert
and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere.” (Ephesians 6:18)

Margaret Mowers
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Thursday Night Bible Study

Please join us for Bible Study on Thursday evenings in the Parlor for this year's study of the book of
Hebrews! We will begin this year on September 10th at 7pm. All are invited to attend. All are
encouraged to join us! No requirements necessary. Membership not required!!! Previous bible literacy
not needed and we don't take attendance. Kathy and | would REALLY like to see you. Please let us
know if you'd like to attend. (We need to have enough chairs). Any questions will be answered by called
586-260-5935 (Kathy) or 586-260-8814 (Don).

Monday Night Bible Study

The Monday Night Bible Study - "Into the Word" will begin on Monday, September 14th at 7:15pm in the
conference room. This fall we will be studying the book of Judges. There is a study packet available to
pick up in the conference room if you are interested.

Monday Morning Study

A New Bible Study Group Beginning Monday, September 21 at 10:30 AM
Every meaningful journey begins with a first step. On Monday, September 21, at 10:30 AM, we will take
that first step together as we begin a New Study Group.

Ouir first lesson will focus on one of the most familiar and profound passages of Scripture: The Lord’s
Prayer. Jesus gave this prayer to His disciples, and by extension, to us, not simply as words to repeat,
but as a pattern for how we can approach our Heavenly Father, with reverence and trust, humility,
dependence, and forgiveness

As we study the Lord’s Prayer, we will take time to consider what each phrase teaches us about God
and about our own walk of faith. We will also reflect on how prayer can become more than a routine- a
daily relationship with God.

Our time together will be an opportunity to learn, pray, ask questions, encourage one another, and walk
together in faith. You don’t need to have all the answers. You simply need a willingness to come, listen,
and participate in what promises to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.

We look forward to beginning this journey together. May our first lesson remind us of the invitation Jesus
gave to His followers: “This, then, is how you should pray. " (Matthew 6:9)

Let’'s begin together—with prayer.
Pastor J. Albert Barchue
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Mini Pantry Update

| love searching the internet for quotes on serving, helping, volunteering and so forth.
Although this is not a spiritual quote it speaks humanity in so many ways.

Volunteers are the only human beings on the face of the earth who reflect this nation’s
compassion, unselfish caring, patience, and just plain loving one another.” Erma Bombeck

| found this to be so true. Are we not the example of this quote? Are we not God’s voice in a
hurting world? | would say YES. We are his volunteers of compassion.

The focus for food donations for the next two weeks are:
e Cereal

e Canned Fruit

e Soups (canned and packaged)

e Rice and Pasta Packages

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15

It is so good and so right in all things to give the glory and thanks to our Lord and Savior and to our
church for your faithfulness.

Jim and Liza, Cathie, Melanie, Linda and Ron and Martha.

Trunk or Treat
Some ongoing updates on this year’s Trunk or Treat.

Mark your calendar: Saturday, October 24th 1:00pm to 3:00pm

We are still collecting candy donations. If you would like to donate please place your name on the bag
and leave in the office.

We are in need of one more volunteer to help with Food Services. Please contact Melanie Kuzia with
any questions and/or to volunteer.

Also needed are a couple more Grill Master Assistants. We have a whole lot of dogs that need grilling.
And last and definitely most importantly are the TRUNKS....we need lots and lots of TRUNKS.
Please look for the sign up sheet at both services on Sunday, September 27th.

Please feel free to contact me with questions.
Martha Powers
586-703-1668
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Featured Library Book

The Guardian
by Beverly Lewis

Following review by Dale Harcombe:

Jodie Winfield has come to Lancaster Pennsylvania to house sit for her cousin Scott and his wife Paige
while they are away. What she does not expect to find is the disheveled young girl curled up by the side
of the road. Yet investigation finds no reports of a missing child. Why has no one reported this child, who
looks to be about four years old, missing? Jodi gets no answers to her questions regarding name and
where she has come from as the child does not speak English. Jodi’s fiancé is heading to Japan for a
year. Jodi is mourning the recent death of her sister Karen. She has lost faith in God and answered
prayer and has reached a decision she knows fiancé Trent will disagree with. Could this affect their
future? Should she call the wedding off? To add to those issues, she needs to secure a new teaching
position. But first she needs to locate the family of this child. The other main character is widowed
Maryanna Esh seeking to raise her four children in the Amish faith in Hickory Hollow. It is in Hickory
Hollow that Jodi eventually, with Maryanna’s help, finds some answers.

Although this is book 3 in a series about Hickory Hollow, it reads fine as a stand-alone. It was easy to
like the friendly, caring Maryanna and also to understand the doubts and questions that circled in Jodi.
Other appealing Amish men, women and children fill out the palette of charming characters, including
Joshua and Dan, both widowers looking to remarry.

| settled happily into this story and loved all the main characters. A little too abrupt tying up at the end but
still a very engaging, sweet read.

Call Numbers 813

Little Library

The Little Library has been busy this summer. As such we are in
need of some more books. These can be all different types of
books - adult fiction, non-fiction, young adult or children's books.
These books are collected in the book bin in the narthex, or you
can drop off books to the office during office hours.

The little library gets filled as | have books available to put into it.

Mission Cry

The bible collection bin is still in the narthex under the coat rack.
As you are cleaning book shelves, or going through items this fall,
please consider donating bibles and other church study books to
Mission Cry.
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COLOR YOUR FALL WITH KINDNESS.

Give blood.

+ American
N/ RedCross

Blood Drive

Utica United Methodist Church
8650 Canal, Sterling Heights

Wednesday, October 21, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

To schedule an appointment, visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter sponsor code: UTICAUMC or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

Come to give blood Oct. 19-Nov. 22 for a $10 Amazon &5
Gift Card by email PLUS earn 200 bonus points toward
exclusive Donor Rewards! See rcblood.org/ Maze for s
details.

[ 290 ) » Order ID: 2009736 « llem 1D 10506499 Qly: 8 of 8 + 448605 * 2026-APL-0580 + ARCL » 256861

an appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Cross | 418001-03-Field-R'
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:

9:30AM
with Organ, Choir and Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Mini Pantry
Food and Monetary
Donations are being
accepted.
Suggested foods canned
meat, pancake mixes and
syrup, small peanut butter
and jelly, boxes of
crackers.

Keep Connected
If you are not signed up for our
Weekly Messenger email, you
can do so on our website by
clicking on the “More” tab, then
“Weekly Messenger; on that
page you will find a place to
register for our weekly email!

Online Worship
A recorded service will be
available online on
Facebook, our church website and
on YouTube beginning at
9:00am each Sunday.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday
8:00am-2:00pm

Ministry Team
Rev. J. Albert Barchue
pastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs

Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Mer Renne, Contemporary
Worship Leader
mer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director/Bookkeeper
Rachelle Heldt
rachelle@uticaumc.org
office@uticaumc.org

Deadline Information

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week
Messenger Articles and Prayer List by
Noon on Wednesday each week.
Announcement made during service
by 1pm Friday
E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or
office@uticaumc.org

Our Mission

“Like” us Inviting people to rely
on on Jesus to find
Facebook! unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.

-
>
Going on vacation; can’t make it to church?
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for
those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our

church website: www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, call the church office.

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm

@EbRBt(]‘QECOVERy

Gool Never wastes a Hurt!

Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live
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