
Dear Church Family,

This Sunday, we will complete our seven-week sermon series: Broken People, Faithful
God. During those weeks, we saw again and again that God meets people in their fear,
failure, grief, conflict, and uncertainty. From Jacobʼs long journey and Josephʼs betrayal
to Israelʼs repeated wandering, the message has been clear: People may be broken, but
God remains faithful.

But that truth raises a very important question: How should people who have received
Godʼs grace treat one another?

If God has been patient with us not just once, but repeatedly, how do we practice
patience with one another? If God has welcomed us, how do we make room for others?
If God has carried us through difficult seasons, how do we help carry the burdens of
those around us? If God has forgiven us in Christ, how do we let go of bitterness and
become people of forgiveness?

Beginning Sunday, September 6, we will start a four-week sermon Series titled: “Grace
Between US” (How Godʼs People Learn to Live Together).

This series will explore the New Testamentʼs call to live as a spiritual community. The
Church is more than a building we enter on Sunday morning. It is more than a service
we attend or a program we participate in. Through Jesus Christ, you and I have now
become part of a family of faith, a people called to love, to welcome, to encourage, to
serve, to forgive, and to bear with one another.

Therefore, as we prepare for this series, I encourage you to come, not only to hear what
Scripture says about the church as a community of faith, but also to ask where God has
been inviting you to take the next step. Perhaps it is checking on or reaching out to
someone who has been absent. Perhaps it is helping someone who has been carrying a
heavy burden. Perhaps it is seeking reconciliation, extending forgiveness, or opening
your heart to someone you might otherwise overlook.

During the current series, we have learned again and again that Godʼs willingness to
stick with us and do as He has promised is based upon His grace towards us. Now my
prayer for this series is that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we may become a
community that reflects this grace to one another.

I look forward to worshipping with you on Sunday, 09/06, as we begin “Grace Between
Us: How Godʼs People Learn to Live Together.”

And just one more thing: Invite someone!

Grace and peace,

Pastor J. Albert Barchue
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

The church office will be open Monday-Thursday 8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting
on June 19th through September 4th. The office will be closed on Monday, September 7th in
observance of Labor Day.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

Thursday Night Bible Study

Please join us for Bible Study on Thursday evenings in the Parlor for this year's study of the book of
Hebrews! We will begin this year on September 10th at 7pm. All are invited to attend. All are
encouraged to join us! No requirements necessary. Membership not required!!! Previous bible literacy
not needed and we don't take attendance. Kathy and I would REALLY like to see you. Please let us
know if you'd like to attend. (We need to have enough chairs). Any questions will be answered by called
586-260-5935 (Kathy) or 586-260-8814 (Don).

Monday Night Bible Study

The Monday Night Bible Study - "Into the Word" will begin on Monday, September 14th at 7:15pm in the
conference room. This fall we will be studying the book of Judges. There is a study packet available to
pick up in the conference room if you are interested.
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Mini Pantry Update
“One can make a difference, but together we stock the shelves of hope”

We have some ongoing updates regarding needs for the MFP. Several months ago we received a
donation from a church member…a box full of hotel size lotions, shampoo, conditioner, hand soap,
toothpaste and toothbrushes. With those donated items we were able to assemble “mini blessing bags”
to place in our pantry. Although many hotel chains have changed the items they provide as a courtesy to
the guest if you have any of these items your donation to the MFP would be appreciated.

Also the Peanut Butter and Jelly shelf is getting low on inventory so shop the sales for the next few
weeks… please and thank you.

Our neighbors continue to be generous with replenishing our pantry and for that we give thanks to those
who are consistently part of our blessing those in need.

To our congregation … we give thanks to YOU for your faithfulness and support.
Truly you have been such and incredible blessing.

Deuteronomy 15:10 (NIV) ... “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then
because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work

With Thanks from the MFP Crew
Jim, Liza, Linda, Melanie, Cathie, Ron and Martha

Are You Downsizing Yet?
Have a few already read religious books sitting around your home? Have you read the book
and now it sits off to the side collecting dust? There is a mission organization that will ship
that book overseas to people hungry for the word of God.

There is a container in the church set aside for those books; but books get heavy. Iʼll make you
a good one-time deal and come to your house for the books. Visit the website of Mission Cry
and then gather those books. If you want call me to pick them up.

United Women in Faith

All women are invited to attend the UWIF meeting on Wednesday, September 9 in Fellowship
Hall at noon. We will begin with a potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish to share and your own
place setting.

At 1pm our speaker will be Heather VanDenburg who will share with us the new things that
have taken place at MCREST.

On Wednesday, September 16 Faith Circle will be meeting in the conference room at 10:00 to
discuss what we will be doing to visit the shut-ins in December.
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Fall Season 2026

Summer is almost finished and we are starting to look forward to our fall and winter ministries. Please
make sure to contact the office with updated Bible Study information or new bible study opportunities.
Please make sure to contact the office to verify available dates and rooms to have meetings or studies,
and to also have heat or air conditioning in those rooms.

If your group or activity is listed on the church website, please take the time to review the information
that is there and update the church office with any edits or changes so we have current information
available to people who might be looking at our church.

Altar Flowers - we have open Sunday's in November and December if you would like to purchase the
flowers for the Altar in honor or in memory of someone. Altar flowers are $25.00.
Available dates are: November 1, 8, 15, 22 and December 13 and 20. Please call, e-mail or stop by the
office to order flowers for any of those dates.

Boy Scout Popcorn Sales

The Boy Scouts will be in the building on Sunday, September 13th for their annual Popcorn Sales.
Make sure to stop by and see them if you are interested in popcorn.

Clinton River Road Construction

Starting in September, the city of Sterling Heights will begin road construction on Clinton River Road
from Canal Road to 19 Mile Road. During construction there will remain one direction open to thru
traffic. I have attached a map on the next page of the construction section and the direction of the
road. The church's entrance to Clinton River Road should remain open during construction.

What does this construction mean for you. If you normally travel to the church from Canal Road, then
this does not affect you. If you normally travel to and from the church by coming across Riverland
Road from Van Dyke and make the left turn onto Clinton River Road - you will need to find another
route.

This project will last until the end of the 2026 construction season and then the roadway will be
reopened to traffic for the winter. In the Spring, construction will resume and we will be back to the one
way street on Clinton River Road.

August 28, 2026Page 4



August 28, 2026Page 5

 

PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE 

BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
UTICA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
8650 CANAL ROAD - STERLING HEIGHTS, MI 48314 

 

 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR DELICIOUS PANCAKES AND SAUSAGE 
 

INVITE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
 

COFFEE * TEA * WATER * MILK 
 
 

FREE WILL DONATION PER PERSON 
* * THANK YOU * *  

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 
9 - 11 AM 



 
 Ministry Team 

Rev. J. Albert Barchue 
pastor@uticaumc.org 

 
 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director/Bookkeeper 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
office@uticaumc.org 

 
Ta 

Deadline Information 
 

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week 

Messenger Articles and Prayer List by 
Noon on Wednesday each week.   

Announcement made during service 
by 1pm Friday 

E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or 
office@uticaumc.org 

    
 
 

                    

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 
 
 

 
 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

 
Monday - Friday 

 8:00am-2:00Upm 

 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Mini Pantry                           
Food and Monetary  
Donations are being  

accepted.                         
Suggested foods  canned 
meat, pancake mixes and 

syrup, small peanut butter 
and jelly, boxes of  

crackers. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 

can do so on our website by 
clicking on the “More” tab, then 

“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 
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Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live


