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We will be collecting school supply items as well as hygiene items to take down to
MCHS. Below you will find a list of school supplies. There are also flyers
available around the church in the narthex and Fellowship Hall with other
suggestions. We will be collecting items starting August 2nd through Sunday,
August 16th.

Personal hygiene items include individual tooth brushes, hair brushes, tooth
paste, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, face wash and
lip balm.

If you have any questions please ask Peggy Miller. Thank you, Together-in-
Missions.

Backpacks

Lunch Boxes
Reusable Water Bottles
Pens/Pencils
Pencil Case
Pencil Sharpeners
Erasers

Glue Sticks/Glue Bottles
Crayons

Colored Pencils
Markers

Rulers

Calculators

Loose Leaf Paper
Paper Clips

Spiral Notebooks
Pocket Folders

3 Ring Binders
Tabbed Dividers
Tape

Tissues
Disinfecting Wipes
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

Office hours will be changing for the summer. The church office will be open Monday-Thursday
8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

GRIEFSHARE MINISTRY

Our need for care ministry leaders is growing. We’re seeking men and women with wisdom, compassion, and
a steady heart to walk alongside people in their healing journey. You don’t need special training — just a
willingness to show up, listen, and offer encouragement.

Your presence can truly change someone’s life.

If you feel called to support those walking through grief, please contact Bob or Patsy Clark

Hate Crime 101 Presentation

A representative from theMacomb County Prosecutor's Office will give a presentation on the updated
Hate Crime law on August 20 at 1 PM in the sanctuary. The session will last about one hour.

The city reached out to our church to provide an update, and feedback from the office showed strong
interest in learning more. The revised law expands the definition of hate crimes and adds protections
against crimes or threatening behavior based on race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age, and physical or mental disabilities.

It also includes new provisions related to houses of worship and religious beliefs.
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Feeding others, ONE PANTRY at a time.
Dear Friends...

There is no official statewide total for mini food pantries—often called little free pantries, blessing boxes,
or micro-pantries—in Michigan. These grass-roots, independent boxes number in the hundreds across
the state, managed individually by churches, local parks, neighborhoods, and other non-profit groups.
WOW.... how blessed are we to be one of the many unknown sources of hope in the Great Lakes State.

This month we will be collecting the following items:
Canned soups

Packages of Dry Soup Mixes

Spaghetti Sauce

Spaghetti Noodles

Thank you again to the many in our congregation who support the MFP with food items and to those
who donate money so that the MFP Team can shop.

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can. In
all the places yoi can. At all the times youcan. To all the people™yols can. As
long as ever you can! - largely o&&ri.bu,!:gd to John Wesley

Giving Thanks with Grateful Hearts,
Jim and Liza Young, Melanie Kuzia, Cathie Parker, Linda Shene and Ron and Martha Powers

Library Transformation

When | had little children, | never worried about what mischief they were up to as long as |
could hear them. Does that resonate any memories with you? And then, | realized | had been
quiet too long about what undertaking | have been tackling.

First, | want to tell you that | have handled every single book on the somewhat dusty library
shelves, checking to see if books were in good condition and if they were being used.

Second, | figured out what | could or should do with the abandoned books that simply didn’t
cut the mustard anymore.

Third, | located a missionary organization, Mission Cry, in Fowlerville, Michigan that claimed to
be shipping bibles and religious materials to locations in need. Doubting Thomas that | am, |
had to see for myself if it was for real. It is.

Fourth, | want the opportunity available to you to check your home libraries and add them to
the next group of books | take to Mission Cry. You can be helping evangelize people in Cuba,
Mexico, Central America, and even more locations.

For more information, visit their website www.missioncry.com or ask Jerry Westover or Carol
Morrell.

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER Page 3 AugLISt 7, 2026



THE WEEKLY MESSENGER

Summer Choir

You're invited to sing with the Summer Choir - please join us!

The Summer Choir is a one-time opportunity to join other singers, learn an easy song, and share it during Worship.
Rehearsal begins in the Sanctuary at 8:45am on Sunday, August 16th. We'll learn a song together and share it
during 9:30 am Worship.

Come experience choir and sing praise to our Lord!

Trunk or Treat
Dear Friends,

Several months ago the Trunk or Treat Team met to begin planning for this years event.
Please mark your calendar: October 24, 2026 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.

Some changes Some things the same.

This event allows our church to offer a safe and faith based opportunity to be the “LIGHT OF

JESUS” in a troubled world. It simply doesn’t get any better than this my friends. After much
discussion we have decided that the parking lot behind Fellowship Hall extending to the Garage will be
the new “Trunk or Treat Headquarters”. A “master footprint” is being created with the help of Ron
Powers and Dave and Peggy Miller. The Trunk or Treat Team felt this recommendation was a better use
of our outside facility and allow us to have the entire event in the same area. We are grateful for the
help and support of the congregation both on that day and with donations of candy.

We are planning for 250 children/adults for Trunk or Treat Alley and distribution of snacks and

food.

The menu remains the same:
Hot Dogs

Chips

Water

This year we will be increasing the volunteers for the Game Area as well as “new games

options”. We also will need some volunteers for Door and Building Entrance Control. Those
purchasing candy may place these items in the small conference room on the left side of

the hallway into the office area. If you would please place your name on the bag you donate that would
be great....part of the success of this event is due to your donations and for me it’s important to
personally thank you for generously donating bags of candy for the “Treater’s”

There will be ongoing communication as we get closer to the Big Day so please stay tune.

In the meantime any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to me:
Martha Powers

Cell#(586)703-1688

Email:ron_martha@att.net

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER Page 4 AugLISt 7, 2026



THE WEEKLY MESSENGER

UMC Election Observer Program

The vote is a sacred expression of our commitment to building the beloved community.

As the United States prepares for the 2026 midterm elections, people of faith have an important role to
play in upholding the integrity of the democratic process. As the nation marks 250 years of democracy,
these elections reveal the moral, political and social priorities of the nation. Amid concerns about
election interference and declining public trust in elections, people of faith are called to stand as
protectors and observers of the vote.

To support this work, Church and Society has created the UMC Election Observers Program to equip
United Methodists to serve as election observers.

Election observers are trained individuals who observe polling places and election processes to help

promote transparency, fairness and public confidence in elections. Unlike poll workers, they serve as
nonpartisan witnesses to the electoral process rather than administering elections.

What to Expect

Over six weeks, participants will explore the history of voting in the United States, the sacred nature of
the vote, the role and responsibilities of election observers, and how to become an observer in their
state and local community.

In collaboration with Directors of Connectional Ministries, conference justice ministries leaders and
other identified conference leaders, Church and Society staff will help participants identify local
requirements and opportunities to serve as election observers in their counties. While all approval and

official training will take place under the guidance of local boards of elections, this program will provide
theological, historical and practical grounding for United Methodists seeking to serve in this role.

Program Schedule

Tuesdays at 7 p.m. ET, Aug. 18-Sept. 22
Location: Zoom (meeting information will be provided to registered participants)

What You’ll Learn

Module 1: Introduction, Program Overview and Connecting Participants in the Same State

Module 2: History of Voting in the United States and Moral Underpinnings of the Vote

Module 3: A Theology of Presence and Protection

Module 4: A Spirituality of Presence and Protection

Module 5: What is an Election Observer? Reasons for Becoming an Election Observer in Your Locality

Module 6: Conclusion and State Collaboration

If this is something you are interested in, please contact the office to obtain the registration link.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:

9:30AM
with Organ, Choir and Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Mini Pantry
Food and Monetary
Donations are being
accepted.
Suggested foods canned
meat, pancake mixes and
syrup, small peanut butter
and jelly, boxes of
crackers.

Keep Connected
If you are not signed up for our
Weekly Messenger email, you
can do so on our website by
clicking on the “More” tab, then
“Weekly Messenger; on that
page you will find a place to
register for our weekly email!

Online Worship
A recorded service will be
available online on
Facebook, our church website and
on YouTube beginning at
9:00am each Sunday.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday
8:00am-2:00pm

Ministry Team
Rev. J. Albert Barchue
pastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs

Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Mer Renne, Contemporary
Worship Leader
mer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director/Bookkeeper
Rachelle Heldt
rachelle@uticaumc.org
office@uticaumc.org

Deadline Information

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week
Messenger Articles and Prayer List by
Noon on Wednesday each week.
Announcement made during service
by 1pm Friday
E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or
office@uticaumc.org

Our Mission

“Like” us Inviting people to rely
on on Jesus to find
Facebook! unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.

-
>
Going on vacation; can’t make it to church?
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for
those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our

church website: www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, call the church office.

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm

@EbRBt(]‘QECOVERy

Gool Never wastes a Hurt!

Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live
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