
Prayer is a wonderful and powerful tool that we have in our relationship with God. We are
called to pray without ceasing, to give thanks in all we do, and to have faith that God will
provide. I know for me personally, prayer is difficult. Remembering to pray or make prayer
a priority within my life can be a challenge, especially when it comes to praying when life is
okay, not just when things are difficult or when I am struggling. It is important to make sure
that when I am in prayer that I am not just coming with a list of problems, but also coming
with thanksgiving and praise. I also have struggled to remember that it is God who is in
control and that my prayer may be answered but not necessarily how I want it to be
answered.

I am thankful for the gentle reminders about prayer through songs, movies and scriptures.
The movie “Evan Almighty” comes to mind. Morgan Freeman portrays God and tells how
He doesn't just grant traits like patience, courage or family closeness, but instead provides
opportunities for you to be patient, have courage, or spend time with loved ones. The song
"Unanswered Prayers" by Garth Brooks reflects on a time in his younger years when he had
prayed for a relationship. Years later, after running into this old crush, he thanked God for the
way his life had turned out even though it wasn't what he prayed for at the time. God has the
bigger picture and has the answers that we actually need, not just the answers we think we
need.

While I am not always comfortable with prayer or feel that prayer is a spiritual gift of mine,
we are very blessed to have a couple of groups who are called to pray and lift up the
members of this church and our community.

We have our Altar Prayer Ministry team - a wonderful group of people who stay after service
and are ready and willing to pray with you on Sunday mornings. They can help lift your
prayers and pray with and for you. We also have a team called Wall Watchers, who pray
daily for those on our prayer list and those who have requested prayer that may not be on the
prayer list. These two teams work together to lift up the names of people and even specific
prayer concerns to the Lord. We also have the prayer list for you to add your requests to so
those in the congregation who are not part of either team can pray for you as well.

If you have any prayer requests we can add you to our prayer list, please make sure to contact
the office. Also, please be sure to keep us updated so we can keep the list as current as
possible.
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

The church office will be open Monday-Thursday 8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting
on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

GRIEFSHARE MINISTRY
Our need for care ministry leaders is growing. We’re seeking men and women with wisdom, compassion, and
a steady heart to walk alongside people in their healing journey. You don’t need special training — just a
willingness to show up, listen, and offer encouragement.

Your presence can truly change someone’s life.

If you feel called to support those walking through grief, please contact Bob or Patsy Clark

Thursday Night Bible Study

Please join us for Bible Study on Thursday evenings in the Parlor for this year's study of the book of
Hebrews! We will begin this year on September 10th at 7pm. All are invited to attend. All are
encouraged to join us! No requirements necessary. Membership not required!!! Previous bible literacy
not needed and we don't take attendance. Kathy and I would REALLY like to see you. Please let us
know if you'd like to attend. (We need to have enough chairs). Any questions will be answered by called
586-260-5935 (Kathy) or 586-260-8814 (Don).
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Mini Pantry Update
“One can make a difference, but together we stock the shelves of hope”

We have some ongoing updates regarding needs for the MFP. Several months ago we received a
donation from a church member…a box full of hotel size lotions, shampoo, conditioner, hand soap,
toothpaste and toothbrushes. With those donated items we were able to assemble “mini blessing bags”
to place in our pantry. Although many hotel chains have changed the items they provide as a courtesy to
the guest if you have any of these items your donation to the MFP would be appreciated.

Also the Peanut Butter and Jelly shelf is getting low on inventory so shop the sales for the next few
weeks… please and thank you.

Our neighbors continue to be generous with replenishing our pantry and for that we give thanks to those
who are consistently part of our blessing those in need.

To our congregation … we give thanks to YOU for your faithfulness and support.
Truly you have been such and incredible blessing.

Deuteronomy 15:10 (NIV) ... “Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then
because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work

With Thanks from the MFP Crew
Jim, Liza, Linda, Melanie, Cathie, Ron and Martha

Are You Downsizing Yet?
Have a few already read religious books sitting around your home? Have you read the book
and now it sits off to the side collecting dust? There is a mission organization that will ship
that book overseas to people hungry for the word of God.

There is a container in the church set aside for those books; but books get heavy. Iʼll make you
a good one-time deal and come to your house for the books. Visit the website of Mission Cry
and then gather those books. If you want call me to pick them up.

Featured Library Book
Beyond the Valley
by Dave Branon

Have you ever felt like you're riding high with a life full of promises and then something
happened and you dropped down. Author David Branon was there, flying high on the
mountaintop with a well-planned life and foreseeing promising futures for his four children.
But his life took a hard jar when a teen driver broadsided a car that killed his teenage daughter.
This book describes his loss and gives advice on how others can walk through their dark
hallways in life and find their mountaintop again.
This book is a delightful easy read that heals hearts that are at a lost due to a loved one
passing. This book gives devotional messages to help anyone heal. If the authorʼs name rings
a bell, it is because he has written many articles for The Daily Bread. For me, this was a book
that I couldnʼt set down that helped me heal from the passing of people whom I loved.

Call Numbers 813 Branon
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Fall Season 2026

Summer is almost finished and we are starting to look forward to our fall and winter ministries. Please
make sure to contact the office with updated Bible Study information or new bible study opportunities.
Please make sure to contact the office to verify available dates and rooms to have meetings or studies,
and to also have heat or air conditioning in those rooms.

If your group or activity is listed on the church website, please take the time to review the information
that is there and update the church office with any edits or changes so we have current information
available to people who might be looking at our church.

Summer hours for the church office will continue through September 4th and the church office will be
closed on Monday, September 7th for Labor Day. The office will be open Tuesday thru Friday,
September 8th - 11th and from there the normal Monday to Friday 8am-2pm schedule will resume.

Due Dates for Prayer List and Messenger will remain the same - all information due by noon on
Wednesday each week. Any updates given after noon on those days will be used for the following
week.

Announcement Loop information is due by the end of day on Tuesday to be included that week. This is
information for the scrolling announcement loop before the service and for the vertical TV's in the
hallway.

Altar Flowers - we have open Sunday's in November and December if you would like to purchase the
flowers for the Altar in honor or in memory of someone. Altar flowers are $25.00.
Available dates are: November 1, 8, 15, 22 and December 13 and 20. Please call, e-mail or stop by the
office to order flowers for any of those dates.

Clinton River Road Construction

Starting in September, the city of Sterling Heights will begin road construction on Clinton River Road
from Canal Road to 19 Mile Road. During construction there will remain one direction open to thru
traffic. I have attached a map on the next page of the construction section and the direction of the
road. The church's entrance to Clinton River Road should remain open during construction.

What does this construction mean for you. If you normally travel to the church from Canal Road, then
this does not affect you. If you normally travel to and from the church by coming across Riverland
Road from Van Dyke and make the left turn onto Clinton River Road - you will need to find another
route.

This project will last until the end of the 2026 construction season and then the roadway will be
reopened to traffic for the winter. In the Spring, construction will resume and we will be back to the one
way street on Clinton River Road.
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 Ministry Team 

Rev. J. Albert Barchue 
pastor@uticaumc.org 

 
 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director/Bookkeeper 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
office@uticaumc.org 

 
Ta 

Deadline Information 
 

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week 

Messenger Articles and Prayer List by 
Noon on Wednesday each week.   

Announcement made during service 
by 1pm Friday 

E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or 
office@uticaumc.org 

    
 
 

                    

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 
 
 

 
 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

 
Monday - Friday 

 8:00am-2:00Upm 

 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Mini Pantry                           
Food and Monetary  
Donations are being  

accepted.                         
Suggested foods  canned 
meat, pancake mixes and 

syrup, small peanut butter 
and jelly, boxes of  

crackers. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 

can do so on our website by 
clicking on the “More” tab, then 

“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 
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Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live


