
Ecclesiastes 3:1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under
heaven:

I am amazed at how fast summer seems to just fly by. It did not seem that long ago that
we were preparing for the end of the school year, for our STARS program to start. Then
suddenly, STARS ran through their 6 weeks, and it was over. My family took a week for
vacation, and that has come and gone. Now stores are filling with back-to-school
supplies, and pulling out Halloween decorations and it is still August. Even at my house,
we are starting to prepare for back-to-school. Jacob has been getting his items he needs
for his second year at Wayne State, Emily has registration for 10th grade in 2 weeks, and
Chris is looking at his book list for next semester and getting a hotel for his 3-day
intensive at United in October.

Here at church, things are not different from at home. August has been a month of quiet
here at the church. Most people are still enjoying the summer, and we do not have a lot
of activities that happen in August. However, as we get closer to September, we will start
up all of our fall activities.

Thank you to those of you who have brought in school supplies for MCHS. We are
collecting through Sunday, August 16th.

Looking ahead to September, the Boy Scouts will be in one Sunday for their popcorn
sales. United Women in Faith will be having a pancake and sausage fundraiser breakfast.
Fall bible studies will be kicking off, and we will be gearing up for our Stewardship
Campaign in October.

Lastly, summer office hours will continue through Friday, September 4th. After that the
office will be back to regular office hours Monday – Friday 8am-2pm.

I hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer season and enjoy what is left of it as
the season once again changes toward fall.

Have a blessed week.

Rachelle Heldt
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

The church office will be open Monday-Thursday 8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting
on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

GRIEFSHARE MINISTRY
Our need for care ministry leaders is growing. We’re seeking men and women with wisdom, compassion, and
a steady heart to walk alongside people in their healing journey. You don’t need special training — just a
willingness to show up, listen, and offer encouragement.

Your presence can truly change someone’s life.

If you feel called to support those walking through grief, please contact Bob or Patsy Clark

Hate Crime 101 Presentation
A representative from theMacomb County Prosecutor's Office will give a presentation on the updated
Hate Crime law on August 20 at 1 PM in the sanctuary. The session will last about one hour.
The city reached out to our church to provide an update, and feedback from the office showed strong
interest in learning more. The revised law expands the definition of hate crimes and adds protections
against crimes or threatening behavior based on race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age, and physical or mental disabilities.
It also includes new provisions related to houses of worship and religious beliefs.
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Feeding others, ONE PANTRY at a time.
Dear Friends…
There is no official statewide total for mini food pantries—often called little free pantries, blessing boxes,
or micro-pantries—in Michigan. These grass-roots, independent boxes number in the hundreds across
the state, managed individually by churches, local parks, neighborhoods, and other non-profit groups.
WOW…. how blessed are we to be one of the many unknown sources of hope in the Great Lakes State.

This month we will be collecting the following items:
Canned soups
Packages of Dry Soup Mixes
Spaghetti Sauce
Spaghetti Noodles

Thank you again to the many in our congregation who support the MFP with food items and to those
who donate money so that the MFP Team can shop.

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In
all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As
long as ever you can.” – largely attributed to John Wesley

Giving Thanks with Grateful Hearts,
Jim and Liza Young, Melanie Kuzia, Cathie Parker, Linda Shene and Ron and Martha Powers

Are You Downsizing Yet?
Have a few already read religious books sitting around your home? Have you read the book
and now it sits off to the side collecting dust? There is a mission organization that will ship
that book overseas to people hungry for the word of God.

There is a container in the church set aside for those books; but books get heavy. Iʼll make you
a good one-time deal and come to your house for the books. Visit the website of Mission Cry
and then gather those books. If you want call me to pick them up.

Thank You Note
The blankets are absolutely perfect, and I canʼt wait to start giving them out to our cancer
families.

I love that the kids were able to be a part of making them while learning about giving back and
providing comfort to others. Knowing that they also took the time to pray for the children,
families, and staff makes them even more special.

We are so grateful for everyone at Utica United Methodist Church. Between all of the hats and
now these beautiful blankets, you have helped us provide so much comfort to families going
through incredibly difficult times.

Please thank all of the kids and everyone involved for us!

Thank you again!
Tammie
Wreck-it Like Beckett
Breaking Barriers. Wrecking Childhood Cancer.

August 14, 2026Page 3



 
 Ministry Team 

Rev. J. Albert Barchue 
pastor@uticaumc.org 

 
 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director/Bookkeeper 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
office@uticaumc.org 

 
Ta 

Deadline Information 
 

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week 

Messenger Articles and Prayer List by 
Noon on Wednesday each week.   

Announcement made during service 
by 1pm Friday 

E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or 
office@uticaumc.org 

    
 
 

                    

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 
 
 

 
 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

 
Monday - Friday 

 8:00am-2:00Upm 

 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Mini Pantry                           
Food and Monetary  
Donations are being  

accepted.                         
Suggested foods  canned 
meat, pancake mixes and 

syrup, small peanut butter 
and jelly, boxes of  

crackers. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 

can do so on our website by 
clicking on the “More” tab, then 

“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 
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Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live


