
Dear Church Family,
As we celebrate the 250th Independence Anniversary of our nation, we pause to
thank God for the many blessings He has bestowed upon us, as a nation.
Paramount among these blessings is our freedoms, including the freedom to
gather, to worship, and to serve others. This is a gift from God to us which we
should never take for granted.
As God says in Leviticus 25:10, “Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty
throughout the land and all its people. This verse, in the time of the Old
Testament, announced the Year of Jubilee, a time when slaves were freed, and
debts were forgiven.
It is striking that our nation chose this verse for the Liberty Bell. This was a way
of saying that the freedom we cherish must always bend towards restoration,
justice, and compassion. As we enter the July 4 season, we are reminded that
liberty is not just a historical achievement but an ongoing responsibility for each
of us to build a nation where each person has the chance to rise, heal, and hope.
This holiday also reminds us of our responsibility as followers of Christ. We are
encouraged to pray for our leaders, our communities, our military personnel, first
responders, and all who work to preserve peace and protect others. As the
Apostle Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:1–2, we are to offer prayers "for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.
Wherever this season takes you. Whether you are spending time with family or
traveling on the road, my prayer for you is that you will enjoy a quiet weekend. I
pray that God will grant you safety, rest, and joyful time with your family, friends,
and loved ones.
To you and yours, I wish you a Happy 4th of July.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Albert
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Mini Food Pantry Update

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from

the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3:23-24

In an effort to maintain a variety of food choices we could use the following items:

• Cereal
• Peanut Butter
• Jelly
• Canned Meats
• Vegetables
• Fruit

As always we are so grateful for the continued support and endless donations of food and money in
order to keep the Mini Food Pantry stocked.

With Much Thanks,
Jim and Liza, Cathie, Linda, Melanie and Ron and Martha

Water for Life - Liberia

Liberia is a vibrant West African nation of 4.5 million people who have been marred by past challenges,
including a devastating civil war and the Ebola Virus Outbreak. Living Water International embarked on a
mission to empower communities with safe water access, sanitation and hygiene education.
Collaborating with local governments to successfully construct and rehabilitate wells to ensure clean
and sustainable water sources and build proper toilet facilities within communities and schools. They
also set up community structures and leadership that will supervise the wells and toilets. Our
Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) approach has empowered individuals and communities to take
charge of their hygiene and sanitation practices, fostering lasting positive change.

There are currently over 1,500 completed water projects.

We pray that you will support this project on the next two Sundays by donating to the Water for Life
project in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall, or by donating online to our church noting your donation is for
“Water For Life.” Together in Mission thanks you for your support!

STARS Needs
We are in need of 54in x 36in fleece for knotted blankets. Please bring in by July 12th. There may be a
sale on fleece currently at Hobby Lobby.

We can still use some snack items for camp. Please no items with nuts and all individually wrapped.
Juice boxes are also appreciated.
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

Office hours will be changing for the summer. The church office will be open Monday-Thursday
8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

Summer Choir Opportunity - July 19th

The summer choir is a one-time opportunity to sing with a group of singers assembled to learn an easy
song and sing that song during worship.

Sunday, July 19th join us for rehearsal in the Sanctuary beginning at 8:45am. Together we will learn a
song that we will share during 9:30am worship.

This is your opportunity to try the choir experience and to sing praises to the Lord!

Questions - please reach out to David Fox by phone at (586) 457-0091 or by e-mail at
foxdavidl@sbcglobal.net

2nd Quarter Giving Statements

Can you believe it is already the end of the 2nd quarter and we are half way through the year!

2nd quarter giving statements will be available to pick up in the church for the next couple of weeks, stop
by the table outside the office and pick your giving statement up. Giving statements will be mailed to our
shut-ins this week. Any statements not picked up in the next couple of weeks either on a Sunday by
stopping in to the church during office hours, will be mailed to you.

Have a safe and happy 4th of July. Stay cool during this heat wave!
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It Takes a Village...
For so many things “it takes a village”. Our STARS Summer Day Camp is no exception. At the heart of
our village are the campers and their families. They are surrounded by our Director, Jennifer and
interns Jacob, Brooke, and Marissa; our volunteers in the kitchen, drivers, and special guests; those
who provided scholarships or supported our bake sale; and those who prayed. We are grateful to all of
you who are part of “the village” which continues to make this program successful.

We are also grateful for the financial support we receive to enable this ministry to happen. The United
Methodist Union has partnered with us every year since we started this ministry. This year we received
a $10,000 grant from the Union. Our Endowment Fund provided $2,500. As a congregation we raised
$7,290 through scholarships (30) and we raised $1,924 at the Baked Goods and Cookie Walk Sale. In
total, this is $21,714. Our expenses for STARS this year are estimated to be $20,000, similar to last
year. This includes expenses for food, supplies, field trips, transportation, and compensation.

It takes a village. Thank you for being a part of it!
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 Ministry Team 

Rev. J. Albert Barchue 
pastor@uticaumc.org 

 
 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director/Bookkeeper 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
office@uticaumc.org 

 
Ta 

Deadline Information 
 

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week 

Messenger Articles and Prayer List by 
Noon on Wednesday each week.   

Announcement made during service 
by 1pm Friday 

E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or 
office@uticaumc.org 

    
 
 

                    

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 
on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 
peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

11:00AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

 
Monday - Friday 
 8:00am-2:00Upm 

 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 
 
 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 
church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Mini Pantry                           
Food and Monetary  
Donations are being  

accepted.                         
Suggested foods  canned 
meat, pancake mixes and 

syrup, small peanut butter 
and jelly, boxes of  

crackers. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 

can do so on our website by 
clicking on the “More” tab, then 

“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 
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Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live


