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On Monday, July 20th the STARS children along with adult helpers sat down together to
tie fleece blankets. These blankets will be given to children undergoing cancer
treatment. A total of 15 blankets were tied and ready to be delivered!
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THE WEEKLY MESSENGER

We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.
***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

Office hours will be changing for the summer. The church office will be open Monday-Thursday
8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

GRIEFSHARE MINISTRY

Our need for care ministry leaders is growing. We’re seeking men and women with wisdom, compassion, and
a steady heart to walk alongside people in their healing journey. You don’t need special training — just a
willingness to show up, listen, and offer encouragement.

Your presence can truly change someone’s life.

If you feel called to support those walking through grief, please contact Bob or Patsy Clark

Hate Crime 101 Presentation

A representative from the City of Sterling Heights will give a presentation on the updated Hate Crime law
on August 20 at 1 PM in the sanctuary. The session will last about one hour.

The city reached out to our church to provide an update, and feedback from the office showed strong
interest in learning more. The revised law expands the definition of hate crimes and adds protections
against crimes or threatening behavior based on race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age, and physical or mental disabilities.

It also includes new provisions related to houses of worship and religious beliefs.
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* THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS *
Water for Life - Liberia

On behalf of the Together-In-Missions Team, we would like to take a moment to express our
sincere gratitude for your donations towards Water for Life - Liberia.

Your support is an invaluable contribution to our mission of spreading love, compassion and
hope to those who are in need of safe drinking water. We have collected $570.00 which
exceeds our pledge of $500.00. Again, we cannot thank you enough for your generosity.

God Bless our Church Family
Together-in-Missions Team

Mini Pantry Update

WHOEVER IS KIND TO THE POOR LENDS TO THE LORD, AND HE WILL REWARD THEM FOR
WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. - PROVERBS 19:17

School is out for the summer months which in many situations means our school aged children no longer
have a breakfast or lunch provided on a daily basis. This challenge makes the value of our Mini Food
Pantry that much more important as we do our best to provide for those in need.

We are faced with the ongoing challenges of excessive heat during the summer which equally becomes
problematic in our food choices for the MFP.

For the month of July we will collect:
Pancake Mix and Syrup
Spaghetti-O’s
Ravioli
Applesauce
Ramen Noodles
Cereal

We continue to be grateful for the support of the congregation and our neighbors who bless the Mini
Food Pantry Ministry.

With Grateful Hearts,
Jim and Liza, Linda, Cathie, Melanie and Ron & Martha

Church Cookbook

A request was made about the Utica UMC Cookbook, seeing if anyone had one that they are no longer
using. It was mentioned that it would be a nice addition to the kitchen here at Utica and if there is more
than 1 copy, a member of the church is interested in obtaining one as well. Please contact the church
office with any questions or drop off to the office if you have one to donate.
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STARS+ Week 5 Bowling
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STARS+ - Week 6 LegSsea Aquarium
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Featured Library Books-Can’t stop at one today

God is Not Mad at You
By Joyce Meyers

Copied from the jacket cover of this book, Joyce will help those who haven't truly received
God's love because they are afraid of His anger and disapproval. She explores the source of
this confusion, so his genuine character can be better understood, and his love can be
experienced on an entirely new level.

(Have you ever raised your hands and wondered, what God have | done to deserve this?)

Call Number: 248.4
First Nations Version
By Intervarsity Press

| lived over 20 years in Great Falls, Montana and the natural outcome would be respect for
Native Americans. | do have that respect, and | am in awe of them. This book is the First
Nations Version of the Bible; this is their wording of Mathew 5:23

So if you are offering a gift. at the ceremonial lodge and there remember that a
tribal member has something against you. Leave your gift and go make things
right. Then you can come back and finish the ceremony.

Call Numbers 290

MCHS 2026 Backpack and School Supply Drive

Backpacks

Lunch Boxes
Reusable Water Bottles
Pens/Pencils
Pencil Case
Pencil Sharpeners
Erasers

Glue Sticks/Glue Bottles
Crayons

Colored Pencils
Markers

Rulers
Calculators

Loose Leaf Paper
Paper Clips

Spiral Notebooks
Pocket Folders

3 Ring Binders
Tabbed Dividers
Tape

Tissues
Disinfecting Wipes
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Altar Prayer Ministry: A Place of Comfort, Care, and Confidential Prayer

At the close of our first service each Sunday, we offer a quiet and spiritual opportunity for
prayer at the altar railing. This time is available to anyone who feels led to come forward—
whether carrying a burden, offering thanksgiving, or simply desiring to be in prayer.

Two members of our prayer team are present each week to meet you at the railing. It is a
blessing to listen, to pray with you, and to lift your requests before the Lord with care and
compassion.
We want you to know:
e You are heard. Your prayer request matters, and we receive it with attentive hearts.
e You are being prayed for. We continue to lift your needs in prayer beyond that moment
at the altar.
Your confidentiality is respected. What you share is treated with the utmost discretion
and sensitivity.
Support is available. If you find yourself needing deeper guidance or counsel, we gently
encourage you to reach out to our pastor, who is here to walk alongside you.

This ministry exists to remind you that you are not alone. Whether your need feels heavy or
small, spoken or unspoken, you are always welcome at the altar.

“Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
We invite you to come.

Martha Powers

Prayer Connection: A ministry of dedicated intercessors who faithfully commit to pray every
day for the ongoing requests submitted to the Church for prayer.

We are a team of seven called Wall Watchers, taken from the words of Isaiah with the
commandment to pray day and night for the fulfillment of God’s promises.

Our commitment is based in our belief in God’s teaching that there is Holy Spirit
presence, leading, healing and power in prayer.

It is the desire of our hearts that every name and request be brought before the Lord
each day.

As in the Altar Rail Ministry, confidentiality is respected. What is shared in your request
is treated with discretion and sensitivity.

This ministry exists to partner with you in seeking the presence of God over any situation you
bring before Him.

“Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be
persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere.” (Ephesians 6:18)

Margaret Mowers
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:

9:30AM
with Organ, Choir and Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Mini Pantry
Food and Monetary
Donations are being
accepted.
Suggested foods canned
meat, pancake mixes and
syrup, small peanut butter
and jelly, boxes of
crackers.

Keep Connected
If you are not signed up for our
Weekly Messenger email, you
can do so on our website by
clicking on the “More” tab, then
“Weekly Messenger; on that
page you will find a place to
register for our weekly email!

Online Worship
A recorded service will be
available online on
Facebook, our church website and
on YouTube beginning at
9:00am each Sunday.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday
8:00am-2:00pm

Ministry Team
Rev. J. Albert Barchue
pastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs

Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Mer Renne, Contemporary
Worship Leader
mer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director/Bookkeeper
Rachelle Heldt
rachelle@uticaumc.org
office@uticaumc.org

Deadline Information

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week
Messenger Articles and Prayer List by
Noon on Wednesday each week.
Announcement made during service
by 1pm Friday
E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or
office@uticaumc.org

Our Mission

“Like” us Inviting people to rely
on on Jesus to find
Facebook! unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.

2
€
Going on vacation; can’t make it to church?
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for
those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our

church website: www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, call the church office.

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm

—éEbRat(RECOVERy

Gool Never wastes a Hurt!

Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live
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