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At the midway point of the year June 30), we have received $174,225 for the
Operating Fund. This is about $3,000 less than the same point last year. We
have spent $186,825. This is about $5,500 more than this same time last year.
Our expenses to date are 45% of our 2026 Operating Fund budget of
$414,535. It is helpful we are slightly under-budget because typically our
expenses are higher in the second half of the year.

Additionally, we have received $35,000 designated for specific ministries
such as Winter Shelter, MCREST, STARS, Missions projects, Music (e.g., Piano,
Organ, Handbells), Liberian Scholarships, Brighter Future, and others. These
designated gifts have been or will be used for each specified ministry.

We are thankful for your commitment to our ministries and your faithful giving.
In the first 6 months of this year, we have shown God’s love and cared for many
people in our community and throughout the world with our ministries. And,
we are doing all right financially at the mid-point of the year.

The Operating Fund forms the foundation for all of our ministries. It provides
the resources we need for compensation for our staff, utilities, supplies, etc. In
essence, it is what enables us to keep doing our ministries. In July, August,
and September, the Finance Committee is asking you to consider making
“special gifts” to the Operating Fund in addition to your regular offering,
just as you might do for a specific ministry.

In addition to our typical monthly expenses in July (for utilities, compensation,
supplies, etc.), we have a church insurance payment of $7,843 due. A second
insurance payment of this same amount will be due at the end of the year.

Over the remaining 6 months of the year, we would also like to pay more each
month than we have been paying toward our conference ministry shares
(apportionments) to fulfill the remaining $20,000 balance. To date, we have
paid $10,683 toward our Ministry Shares. Over the years we have consistently
paid 100% of our ministry shares and we are committed to fulfilling them again
thishyear. ﬁash flow will be a key factor in being able to make these payments
each month.

Thank you again for your commitment to our ministries and for your faithful
giving. If you have questions, please contact Mary Dolenga or anyone on the
Finance Committee.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you
produce.” Proverbs 3:9
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We are now Live!

Every Sunday, the 11am service will be shown live on our YouTube channel. Links are also available on
Facebook and on the church website. Please click on the link or type in the following to view the live
stream - https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live.

The 9:00am service will continue to be recorded and will be posted the following week on Youtube.

***Please remember that if you watch the 9:00am service it is a week behind and the 11am service will
be the current week.

Summer Office Hours

Office hours will be changing for the summer. The church office will be open Monday-Thursday
8am-2pm. The office will be closed on Fridays starting on June 19th through September 4th.

Deadline reminders -

Messenger Articles - Noon on Wednesday
Prayer list updates - Noon on Wednesday
Announcement Loop - End of day on Tuesday

All updates received after these deadlines will appear in the Messenger, Prayer List or Announcements
the following week.

Featured Library Books-Can’t stop at one today

Letters to Children
Written by C.S. Lewis/Edited by Dorsett & Mead

Life is just too serious. Do you agree with me? | like watching old comedy shows such as / love Lucy
and Hazel so when | found this book it was the one for me and hopefully you as well.

In his life. CS Lewis received thousands of letters from young fans who were eager for more knowledge
of his bestselling Narnia books and their author. Here many of his responses are collected to those
letters. In which he shares his feelings about writing, school, animals and, of course, Narnia. Lewis
writes to the children as he wrote for them, with understanding and respect, proving why he remains one
of the best loved children's authors of all time.

Call Numbers 828 Lewis

The Weight of Glory
By C.S. Lewis

Lewis has entertained us with his prose for many years; but | had no idea that he was also a great
orator. This book records nine of his speeches, the first presented in this book is The Weight of Glory
delivered as a sermon on June 8,1941 at the University Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Oxford. His
audience was deeply impacted by the realities of World War Il. Because the book itself is a compilation
of different wartime and post war speeches, his specific target audience shifted depending on the essay.

This book is enjoyable and will beckon you to find a comfortable easy chair and a cup of your favorite
libation and, in my case, my reading glasses.

Call Numbers 248 Lewis
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Water for Life - Liberia

Liberia is a vibrant West African nation of 4.5 million people who have been marred by past challenges,
including a devastating civil war and the Ebola Virus Outbreak. Living Water International embarked on a
mission to empower communities with safe water access, sanitation and hygiene education.
Collaborating with local governments to successfully construct and rehabilitate wells to ensure clean and
sustainable water sources and build proper toilet facilities within communities and schools. They also set
up community structures and leadership that will supervise the wells and toilets. Our Community Led
Total Sanitation (CLTS) approach has empowered individuals and communities to take charge of their
hygiene and sanitation practices, fostering lasting positive change.

There are currently over 1,500 completed water projects.

We pray that you will support this project on the next two Sundays by donating to the Water for Life
project in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall, or by donating online to our church noting your donation is for
“Water For Life.” Together in Mission thanks you for your support! Give online by choosing water for life,
or write water for life on the other line of your offering envelope.

Mini Pantry Update

WHOEVER IS KIND TO THE POOR LENDS TO THE LORD, AND HE WILL REWARD THEM FOR
WHAT THEY HAVE DONE. - PROVERBS 19:17

School is out for the summer months which in many situations means our school aged children no longer
have a breakfast or lunch provided on a daily basis. This challenge makes the value of our Mini Food
Pantry that much more important as we do our best to provide for those in need.

We are faced with the ongoing challenges of excessive heat during the summer which equally becomes
problematic in our food choices for the MFP.

For the month of July we will collect:
Pancake Mix and Syrup
Spaghetti-O’s
Ravioli
Applesauce
Ramen Noodles
Cereal

We continue to be grateful for the support of the congregation and our neighbors who bless the Mini
Food Pantry Ministry.

With Grateful Hearts,
Jim and Liza, Linda, Cathie, Melanie and Ron & Martha

Church Cookbook

A request was made about the Utica UMC Cookbook, seeing if anyone had one that they are no longer
using. It was mentioned that it would be a nice addition to the kitchen here at Utica and if there is more
than 1 copy, a member of the church is interested in obtaining one as well. Please contact the church
office with any questions or drop off to the office if you have one to donate.
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STARS+ Week 4 Activate and Van Drivers
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STARS+ - Week 4 Park and Water Fun
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SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES:

9:30AM
with Organ, Choir and Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Mini Pantry
Food and Monetary
Donations are being
accepted.
Suggested foods canned
meat, pancake mixes and
syrup, small peanut butter
and jelly, boxes of
crackers.

Keep Connected
If you are not signed up for our
Weekly Messenger email, you
can do so on our website by
clicking on the “More” tab, then
“Weekly Messenger; on that
page you will find a place to
register for our weekly email!

Online Worship
A recorded service will be
available online on
Facebook, our church website and
on YouTube beginning at
9:00am each Sunday.

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday
8:00am-2:00pm

Ministry Team
Rev. J. Albert Barchue
pastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs

Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Mer Renne, Contemporary
Worship Leader
mer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director/Bookkeeper
Rachelle Heldt
rachelle@uticaumc.org
office@uticaumc.org

Deadline Information

Announcement Loop/Vertical TVs—
End of day on Tuesday each week
Messenger Articles and Prayer List by
Noon on Wednesday each week.
Announcement made during service
by 1pm Friday
E-mail rachelle@uticaumc.org or
office@uticaumc.org

Our Mission

“Like” us Inviting people to rely
on on Jesus to find
Facebook! unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.

e
>
Going on vacation; can’t make it to church?
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for
those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our

church website: www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, call the church office.

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm

EEbRat(szCOVERy

Gool Never wastes a Hurt!

Watch the 11am service Live on our YouTube
Channel every Sunday morning

https://www.youtube.com/@uticaumc5212/live
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