Change is Required

How many times in a lifetime are we required to change? Change is inevitable, acceptance is optional. In

the United Methodist Church, it is common. We were fortunate to have Pastor Don for 14 years but now is the time
for change. With his retirement we will be receiving a new Pastor. This is an exciting time for us. We will begin
again to get to know someone new and will adjust to the new style of leadership that Paster Albert will offer to us. I
have enjoyed Pastor Don tremendously and he will always be in my heart but change always comes and with it new
challenges and new gifts. Don will now have time with his daughter and son-in-law and two adorable grandchildren.
I have to admit that time with my grandchildren was one of the happiest times in my life. Ilook forward to learning
about Pastor Albert and experiencing his gifts. I don’t know how many pastoral changes I have had in the UMC, but
I recall the Pastors I have learned from and their gifts were many and varied. There have been many more lessons
learned than not. Some taught me the importance of patience as they adapted to their new responsibilities. Some
taught me the value of becoming closer to God. All drew me closer to my faith. What do you want to learn from
Pastor Albert? Look at his gifts and you will find your lessons.

When Jesus came, he brought with him salvation and love. He taught us to love and respect each other. To value
our lives and use them to help others. He calls us to love the unlovable, to feed the hungry, to help the poor and to
help heal the sick both those that are physically sick and those that are sick in their soul. One of the things I
struggled with was the question of Jesus forgiving Judas. Such an unspeakable thing to do to betray his friend, a
man called to help the poor, a man called to handle the purse strings of the disciples, and his betrayal was for
silver. Was it worth it? He ended up dying by his own hand. His remorse palpable.

Jesus’ arrival was a disappointment to many. They wanted a warrior king and received a man of peace. But God
doesn’t send us what we want, God sends us what we need. I have faith that Pastor Albert will be that person, that
his gifts will lead us in new directions, that we will get to know him and find in him our next Pastor.

In my 75 years in the church, I have learned from all my Pastors. Some are memorable such as the one who
increased my faith and made it personal, the one who insisted I go on the walk to Emmaus, the one that taught me
patience and forgiveness for others, the one who showed me that Pastors are very human and make mistakes and
need forgiveness, the one who taught me how human a Pastor is and when he felt wronged by me (He wasn’t he just
wasn’t ready to hear my opinion and later I reached out to him and we became good friends.) The one who listened
with patience and sympathy as I talked about dealing with a husband with Alzheimer’s and he didn’t judge me or
tell me I could do better, he just listened and prayed with me and for me.

I will miss Pastor Don, after all he was my Pastor for 14 years, but I look forward to enjoying getting to know Pastor
Albert. What have I noticed so far? He has a delightful and easy laugh and a wonderful personality, and he laughed
at my jokes.

Lord, we thank you for the people you bring into our lives. Be with us as we welcome Pastor Albert in July. Be
with him as he comes to know us, may we be pleasing to each other and may we grow together. Help us to answer
the cry of the needy and those that mourn and the sick. May all who enter our doors find you waiting and feel
welcomed by us. We thank you for our staff and leaders, strengthen them and lead them. In Jesus name we pray.
Amen

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. she is his new creation by water and the word. From heaven
he came and sought her to be his holy bride; With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
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