WORDS MATTER

When I was in 3rd grade the teacher discovered that there was a group of us that had not learned to read.  She left the room and came back with the books from 2nd grade put us in a group and started us over.  It wasn’t long until she had me tutoring the others.  I loved reading.  I discovered a whole imaginary world.  I loved words.  I excelled in spelling and reading.  It gave me an outlet that helped me my whole life.  As a child it was an escape then became an education.  I still remember the first time I ever saw a library.  I was mesmerized.  All those books and they would let me borrow them.  In high school my love of books continued, and I worked in the library all four years.  I found that words could inspire, they could hurt me, they could comfort and soothe me, they could change me.  There have been many great people that have inspired with their words such as Winston Churchill, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King.  To say nothing of William Shakespeare, Emily Dickenson, Robert Frost, and other great writers and poets.  The disciples made sure that Jesus Christ would be remembered and so they wrote down the words and deeds of Jesus.  Through their inspired words the thoughts and guidance of Jesus are brought to life.  How precious are these passages as they take us to the arms of Jesus Christ. His words are life giving and lifesaving.  Words have the power to defeat, to hurt, to bring evil into our world. I hope I always remember the power of words.

Proverbs 12:25 an anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind work cheers him up.
Proverbs 15;1 a gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger
Proverbs 25:11 a word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver
Matthew 12;37 for by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.
Matthew 15:10-11 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand.  What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean’, but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him ‘unclean.’”

I hope I am reminded daily that my words matter.

Lord, be with us in all we do and say.  Be with those who are suffering in our midst.  Be with those who are mourning and those who are sick. Be with our country, Lord. And be with our church and our church family. Be with Pastor Don and Laura as they move on to this next chapter in their lives. May those that enter our doors find love and peace within and may they find you waiting. Thank you, Lord, for your presence in our lives. May we be worthy.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen
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