
Strength and Humility
This past Sunday, we had a special worship service. We celebrated Holy
Communion, we reaffirmed our baptism, and we took part in the service
John Wesley designed more than 200 years ago, the Wesley Covenant
Service. I wanted to put this portion of the prayer we prayed in that service
for each of us to reflect on.

Jesus Christ, we offer You this prayer:

Let me be Your servant. Let me follow your commands. I will no longer
follow my own desires. I give myself completely to your will.

The power and strength to live as true servants is given to us in Christ. We
accept the place and work that He gives us, acknowledging that He alone
will be our reward.

I am not my own. I am Yours alone. Make me into what You will. Rank
me with those You will. Put me to use for You. Put me to suffering for
You. Let me be employed for You. Let me be laid aside for You. Let me
be lifted high for You. Let me be brought low for You. Let me be full, or
let me be empty. Let me have all things, or let me have nothing. With a
willing heart, I freely give everything to Your pleasure and disposal.

I pray this year that God gives each of us the strength and humility to live
out the words, actions, thoughts, and deeds of this prayer.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Don
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How time flies. It was back on January 3, 2019 the first Celebrate Recovery meeting was held at Utica
United Methodist Church. Since that Thursday evening these weekly meeting has affected many
people, helping them to move past long held hurts, habits, and hang-ups. Even through the “COVID”
shutdown, the Celebrate Recovery Ministry was able to meet on-line weekly. Celebrate Recovery is
truly an amazing ministry.

Each Thursday evening we have had member’s step-up, allowing the opportunity to offer Celebration
Place, a ministry for elementary age children, and we have been able to provide childcare for under-
aged children enabling parents to attend, knowing that their little ones are well cared for. Also in
conjunction with the Celebrate Recovery meetings, we were able to offer GriefShare, and attempted to
offer a Single & Parenting support group. Patsy and I wish to thank each of you who came forward to
facilitate these important aspects of the ministry.

As we move into the New Year, we pray for continued growth of these healing ministries. We stand
ready to offer additional healing ministries opportunities under the Celebrate Recovery ministry
umbrella.

These ministries include “the Landing ―Celebrate Recovery for teens, Divorce Care, DCFK—Divorce
Care For Kids, and Chronic Joy―a ministry for those of us dealing with Chronic Illness, Mental Illness,
Chronic Pain & Disabilities, and a relaunch of Single & Parenting. If you feel that God is calling you to
become a part of any of these ministry opportunities talk to Patsy or I. We would love to have you as a
part of the Celebrate Recovery Umbrella Ministry

Bob & Patsy

Tuesday Bible Study

The Tuesday lunchtime bible study will begin on Tuesday, January 10th at 11:30am. They will be
starting a new study on Peter. Books for this study are available to purchase from the church office for
$10.00. If you have any questions regarding this study, please contact Grace Epperson.

United Women in Faith

The women of UWIF will hold their next meeting on Wednesday, January 11 in Fellowship Hall. We
will begin with a potluck luncheon at noon. Please bring a dish to share and your place setting.
Beverages will be provided.
At 1:00 Kristen Henry, a nurse from the County Health Dept., will be speaking on Diabetes. Anyone,
male or female, is invited to hear Kristen talk about this disease and how to best manage life with
it. Anyone is welcome to join us for this discussion.

Executive Board of UWIF will meet at 11:30am.
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Surrender
Have you ever taken a problem, worry, your anger, sorrow to the cross and left them there? I have but
then I must remind myself that my concern, guilt, or worry is gone because I try to pick it up
again. God took it from my heart and shoulders, and it no longer exists. When I had cancer, I prayed
that the lump would be benign, and it wasn’t. Then I prayed that it wouldn’t be in the lymph nodes, and
it was. Then I prayed that I wouldn’t have to have chemo and radiation and I had to have chemo for 9
months. It became obvious to me that things were not going my way and I surrendered. I had to give
up control. I still prayed for my needs and what I wanted but my prayers took a different turn. I added,
“Not my will but yours God, I am willing to take whatever comes with you at my side.” I had
surrendered my controlling nature. It was only through surrender that I felt God truly with me and in
control. When my husband had Alzheimer’s, I turned to God for comfort and took to him how unfair
this was for him and as the disease progressed it became a burden for me. There was much we still
wanted to do, and we couldn’t. But God provided special angels to help me. They would call and take
him out to lunch or the Woodward dream cruise or on his birthday a group would take him to a
restaurant and have a cake. One very special angel even arranged for me to go on the Walk to Emmaus
and had another very special angel stay with my husband for three days so I could attend. Another
special angel would take him out in the evening and to Fuddruckers (a place Gene had always loved),
and free me up for Christmas shopping. I was surrounded by a cloud of witnesses. Kind people who
saw a need and responded. When I prayed, “Lord, I can’t do this,” a special angel would appear even
just to chat with me or take him out for a meal and I would thank God and feel revived even if just for an
hour. This has continued through good days and bad days and has changed my outlook. I know I can
give my concerns and problems to God, and it will be his will and kindness that prevails.

Matthew 6:25-27 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the
birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life?

Psalm 121 I lift up my eyes to the mountains, where does my help come from? My help comes from the
Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not
slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord watches over you-
the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The
Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and
going both now and forevermore.

Lord, we thank you for this day. May we use it to your glory. Be with those who are ill and those who
grieve. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry and be with him. Give him your protection. Be with our
families, guide and protect them. Be with our church Lord may we remember it is your church and we
are your caretakers. Be with our Staff and Leaders, bless and lead them. Be with those who suffer in Haiti
and the Ukraine. Grant them your protection and strength. Be with those usually in our midst who are
traveling, grant them safe travels and may they know you are beside them. Be with them as they seek
to do your will. May we remember to feed the hungry and clothe the poor, to give shelter to the homeless
and to be the hands and feet of Jesus in this place. Amen

Grace Epperson
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 3:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 


