
February Prayer Focus
As faithful followers of Jesus Christ we have read and studied about those who have gone
before us, living, and serving a risen Christ with passion and love. We have listened to the
stories of Paul and Peter who boldly witnessed and served their Lord. Through the power of
the Holy Spirit, they were empowered to love and serve with the same passion Christ
served before them. Are we missing the mark?

Heavenly Father,
I call upon you daily and you listen. I cry out to you, and you comfort me. I seek your
presence and you are always there. Lord, help me become more like you as I live and serve
each and every day. Remold me and make me so that I may love as you have loved. Let my
passion burn with desire and hope to serve the hungry, hurting, and helpless in my
community. I want to be more like you, Lord, more like your disciples. I want to be the
church in action, serving the least, serving the needy and honoring you and a renewed call
upon my life.

Father, push me and challenge me as I press on to take hold of that for which your son Jesus
Christ took hold of for me. Lord may your passion flow in and through me as I recommit
and redirect my life as your disciple. Let the passion for my neighbor burn within me with
each new day. Let your love shine brightly in all that I do as your kingdom builder. Through
this prayer may I fully allow myself to be “born anew” and used for your glory. Let me run
this race with perseverance, with passion and with purpose as I run to glorify you and your
earthly kingdom.

In this I humbly pray,
Amen

“God has given you and me a calling, and when we pursue it passionately, truly amazing
things happen”.

FAITH STEP:
What does it mean/look like to have a passion/love for our community? How will you use
that calling to serve and honor Jesus Christ today?

*February Prayer Focus written by Martha Powers
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SOUP, CHILI, AND DESSERT COOK-OFF
Sunday, February 5, 2023

At 4:00 PM

We will be having a Soup, Chili, and Dessert Cook-off on Sunday, February 5 at 4:00 PM.

• Sign-up to enter in one or more categories. You may also enter more than once in each category. Sign-up
sheets are located in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall.

• Come on Sunday, February 5 and sample all the entries. Then “vote” with your dollars (or $5’s or $10’s or
more) for your favorite entries in each category. Vote as many times as you want.

• Bring your friends and family – they will enjoy wonder food and fellowship with us.

• All proceeds will be used to support United Methodist Conference initiatives through our Ministry Shares.

Red Cross Blood Drive
We will be hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, February 14th from 11am-5pm. As always
registration will be done online at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS.

Endowment Letter

Last weeks messenger contained a letter from the Endowment Committee. This is the letter that would
have normally been sent to you in the mail. This year it came in the messenger. Please make sure that
you read this letter. We will have copies of this letter available on Sunday and will also have them
available in the office next week if you need another copy.

UNITEDWOMEN IN FAITH
All women are invited to attend the UWIF meeting in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, February 8. We will begin
with a potluck luncheon at noon. Each person should bring a dish to share and your own place setting. Drinks
will be provided.

At 1:00 pm Peter Lucido, the Macomb County Prosecutor, will present a program on S.C.A.M.S.
( Stopping Crimes Against Macomb Seniors). He will be discussing ways in which seniors can
prevent from being scammed.

All are welcome to attend!
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Help & Hope for Single Parents
Being a single parent is difficult, and the truth of the matter is there are a lot of single parents in our
sphere of influence. I would venture to say each of us know people who are single parents by choice or
by circumstance. Maybe it’s one of our children, or grandchildren, or that of a friend. Perhaps it’s a
grandparent that has had to assume the role of “parent” due to an un-foreseen situation.

If you’re a single parent, you’re probably tired, overwhelmed and feeling a bit underappreciated. That’s
why we are again offering a Single & Parenting support group—to share tips and parenting wisdom that
will help you find rest, hope and encouragement.

Other people don’t truly understand how tough it is to be a single parent—day after day after day.
Sometimes you want to give up. And that’s a normal reaction—you’re doing the job of two people. You
should be tired.
The thing is, you deeply desire to do what’s best for your kids, but you worry that you can’t. Sometimes
it’s all you can do to survive from one day to the next.

So what can you do?

Single & Parenting groups address these concerns. You’ll discover how to deal with your deep-down
worries and your day-to-day struggles.

At a weekly Single & Parenting group, you’ll meet with other single parents to learn and discuss some
amazing parenting strategies and hope-filled insights.

During the 13 weekly biblically based sessions you’ll find out how to find true rest: As a single
parent, you know what it means to be exhausted. But God offers rest—not just physical comfort, but rest
for your soul.

Find out God’s surprising plan to put an end to your suffering. You’ll discover:

• How God gently cared for a single mom in the Bible
• How God wants to care for you
• What can keep you from experiencing God’s comfort
•

Single & Parenting will be offered in conjunction with Celebrate Recovery on Thursday evenings. If you or
someone you know are interested in being a part of this amazing ministry, contact Bob or Patsy Clark in
person or via mail: celebrate.recovery@uticaumc.org .

The kick-off date will be announced soon.
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Happy 200th Birthday Utica UMC!
Utica United Methodist Church is 200 years old this year. We have many things planned to celebrate
this wonderful milestone. Currently there are polo shirts on sale on Sunday mornings. Cost of the shirts
are $30.00. We do have order forms available in the church office, you can stop in and place an order or
call the office. A historical display is going to be going up on the wall in the Parlor in the next couple of
weeks.

Please mark your calendars as we look ahead....

March - We will have a Taco and Trivia night on March 11th. More details will be available as we get
closer to this date.

April 23rd is our big kick-off celebration. Bishop Bard will be in to preach this morning. A meal is also in
the planning process. Mark you calendars as you will not want to miss this Sunday of church.

May - Historic Driving Tours and Utica Cemetery Tours are being planned. Let's take a look at our roots
and visit the graves of founding members of Utica church.

June - The Car Show will happen again this year on June 3rd. We are also looking at attending a Jimmy
John's baseball game on June 23rd.

This year is going to be exciting and full of many different types of events. Start marking your calendars
now.
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The Most Beautiful Place

What is the most beautiful place you have ever been? There have been many for me. A sunset with my
granddaughter when the colors of the sunset were so beautiful it took my breath away, Rocky Mountain National
Park, the Sea of Galilee and knowing this is where Jesus walked on the water and where the first disciples had
fished and lived, The Pyramids and the Sphinx in Egypt, the sunsets over the Gulf in Florida, The mountains in
Austria with the Alps in the distance, The Great Lakes especially Lake Superior, watching the sunrise over the
Atlantic Ocean and the sunset over the Pacific Ocean. So many more beautiful places that I could go on all day and
that would be just in Michigan. This week our Pastor has been leading a team on a mission trip. They are seeing a
part of the world they have never seen, and I know they will see God’s beautiful sights on this trip. I am anxious to
hear about this journey and what they loved and what they saw. Did they see the love of God in the people they
met? I hope that they will see the beautiful creation that God gave us. I have been blessed to stand in places and
say, “Oh God you made the world so beautiful.” When we see something so beautiful whether it is a beautiful view
or a sunrise or sunset, or the birth and miracle of a baby. Or a hand reaching out to lift someone else up we are
reminded of how much our heavenly Father loves us. I pray that what they see and do will be a blessing not only to
others but to themselves as they truly are the hands and feet of Jesus the Christ.
We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord, We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord and we pray that
our unity will be one day be restored and they will know we are Christians by our love, by our love Yeah they will
know we are Christians by our love.

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, we will work with each other, we will work side by side.
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride. And they will know we are Christians by our love,
by our love. Yeah, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We are One in the Spirit by Peter Scholtes Copyright by The Lorenz Corporation

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this day and for the blessings we receive. We thank you for the beauty of the
world you gave us and may we remember it is yours. Be with Rev. Gotham and the team with him on their mission
trip. May their work go well, may they remember to rest and refresh each day. Grant them safety and well-being.
Be with our church may we be a blessing to others as we are so blessed. Be with those who are sick and who grieve
in our midst, grant them healing and comfort. May we be a blessing to those who hunger and those who are in
need. Be with our staff and leaders, grant them health and well-being. In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Grace Epperson
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 3:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 


