
I am a huge fan of a "Christmas Carol," I love how the story moves along from an angry
and lonely Ebenezer Scrooge, to a man whose life has been changed drastically and he is
transformed into a generous and loving person. There are so many movie adaptations of
this story and I can confess to already having seen a few this holiday season. I think my
all time favorite though is "A Christmas Carol" featuring Alastair Sim. He wakes up on
Christmas morning a little dazed by the events of the night and just cannot quite contain his
joy. He says, "I don't know what to do. I'm as light as a feather, I'm as merry as a school
boy, I'm as happy as an angel." He even goes on to stand on his head! Oh to have that
much joy inside!

It amazes me how busy everyone seems to get during this time every year. We plan all
sorts of holiday gatherings. We spend money on all sorts of gifts for friends and family.
Everyone all of a sudden seems to be in such a rush and attending a flurry of activities. I
know I can get lost in the hustle and bustle. Sometimes I get to feeling stressed or
overwhelmed. Sometimes I even get a little angry or annoyed especially with the amount
of traffic and people everywhere. During these moments, I lose my joy. I forget the reason
behind this season. I seem to become more like the old Scrooge. The self-serving, angry
at the world Scrooge. The why do we bother with this "Christmas" thing, "Bah Humbug"
Scrooge.

It is in those Scrooge moments when I have to pause and reflect. I am then reminded of
another favorite Christmas movie, "A Charlie Brown Christmas." Charlie Brown gets so
fed up and asks, "Can anyone tell me what Christmas is all about?" And sure enough,
Linus walks out onto the stage. "And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." (Luke 2:9-11, KJV) That is the true meaning of Christmas!

It is in Jesus Christ, our Savior, that we find our Joy. Every year during Advent season we
are reminded to have Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. Find the time to have quiet and peaceful
moments in prayer with our Lord. Look for the ways that you can both find joy for
yourself but to also give joy to others. Be as giddy as old Mr. Scrooge when he wakes up
to find there is still time to change his life and his attitude. Share God's love with someone
this holiday season and be a reason for someone else to experience joy. In the words of
Tiny Tim, "God Bless Us Everyone."

Rachelle Heldt
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Warming Center

We are starting sign-ups this Sunday for the Warming Center for: Intake, Kitchen Help, Food
Donations.

After 2 years we are once again welcoming warming center guests back into our
Church. We will be housing guests January 1 – January 7th, 2023.

Bob and Deb MacKool have stepped down from leading the kitchen portion of
The Warming Center Ministry after many years. Their banter and smiles will be missed.

We have been blessed with leaders in Linda Baker and Deb Pelton who have stepped up to
Help keep this ministry going.

Curious, Stop by and see us after service or give Ron a call at 586-243-5538

United Women in Faith

Our December meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 14 in Fellowship Hall. We will begin
with a potluck meal at noon. Each person should bring a dish to share and your place setting.
Beverages will be provided.

Carol Stoner will be sharing a Christmas story for our program that will begin at 1:00. All women of the
church are welcome to attend.

Looking Ahead in December
Christmas Eve -

• 11am Family service in Fellowship Hall
• 8pm service in the Sanctuary "The Wonder of His Birth"

What, Where & When: Christmas Eve Potluck at 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall
Who: Everyone is invited!
Please sign up so we know how many to set up for and what you will bring to share.
Contact Windy Hedblad at 586-443-0411 with questions or contact the church office.
There will be activities after the meal, so you may show up anytime from 4:00pm until the start of service at
8:00pm to join the festivities and fellowship!

Christmas Day -

• Sunday, December 25th we will have one service at 9:30am in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25th is the last Sunday to turn in your offering for the year. The office will be open to receive
end of year donations December 27th, 28th and 29th. E-giving donations will be accepted for 2022 up until
midnight of December 31st. Please remember that during the holiday USPS will be busy and you will want to
make sure your checks for end of year giving will arrive in plenty of time to the church to be counted in 2022.

The Christmas Offering is available thru e-giving. Just select Christmas Offering in the drop down menu when
you go to donate.

The office will be closed on Friday, December 23rd, Monday, December 26th and Friday, December 30th.
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PLEASE HELP ENSURE WE MEET
OUR YEAR-END FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Between November 1 and December 4, we have received $52,562 in contributions toward our remaining
expenses for the year – represented by the 5+ gold stars in the banner. Finance Committee appreciates all of
your gifts, as well as your continuing extra gifts, to ensure all of our 2022 commitments are met.

We are about half way toward meeting our year-end obligations. Our expenses for December are estimated to
be $40,000 - $45,000. These include: Compensation ($15,500); Utilities & Upkeep ($17,000); Ministries &
Administration ($8,000); and Conference Pensions & Ministry Shares ($1,025).

Our average monthly income this year has been about $28,000. This means we need about $15,000 in extra
giving between now and the end of the year. We only have 3 Sundays left in 2022 to fulfill our remaining
expenses – represented by the 3+ white stars in the banner. Please continue to do what you can to ensure all
the stars are shining brightly (gold) by the end of the year!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry delivered 26 shawls and lap blankets to Randall Residence in Sterling
Heights. The Director Renee S. was very pleased to receive them for the memory care residents.
Thank you to the ladies who knit and crochet for this ministry.

Florescent Fixtures and Bulbs
The church has been upgrading some of our lighting to LED fixtures from florescent fixtures. We now
have available some 4ft florescent fixtures and lightbulbs available to anyone who might need them to
replace something in their own home. If you are interested in these bulbs or fixtures please contact the
church office at 586-731-7667 and we can get you more information about them and a time when you
can come and pick them up.
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Baldwin Center - Coat Delivery (T.I.M)

A warm thank you for all the gently used menʼs coats that were donated to Baldwin Center
during October and delivered on Wednesday, November 9th. This is Jose, a volunteer at the
Center who assisted with the transfer of the coats to the Clothes Closet. A total of 39 coats
were delivered and will certainly be welcomed by their new owners. On behalf of the Baldwin
Center, the Together-In-Mission group thanks our congregation for your generous spirit. We
truly make a difference to the many less fortunate people who count on the ministry at Baldwin
Center for support. May God continue to guide each of us during this season, as we are
thankful for the many blessings that we receive.

Kids Coat Drive
We are currently collecting new Kids Coats to be distributed to local schools and area children
whose families cannot afford a new coat this year. We are looking to have all coats turned in by
December 18th. We are looking for kids coats for both boys and girls ranging in size from
extra small (XS) to extra large (XL). This range will fit most of our elementary aged children.
Kids ages 11 and 12 may need adult sizes in small and medium. If you are looking to help
support someone this holiday season, consider buying a coat. We are collecting them along
the coat rack outside the church office. You can bring them in on a Sunday morning or during
the week during office hours.

December 9, 2022Page 4



Growing Grapes

Years ago, I decided that I wanted to grow grapes. I ordered the grape vines and put-up trellises and waited for
grapes. Unfortunately, after doing the work I read the material. I would not have grapes for three years. Three years
to grow an edible grape. I was disappointed but willing to wait and to tend the vines while I waited. I thought I may
not have a grape, but I will have a lovely vine. I was thinking about my experience with grapes as I sat in a meeting
this week that is primarily about growing our church. We are seeking ways to do more outreach and more tending
to new people. It is a slow process and one that requires patience for the process to reap rewards. It’s hard to
remain patient when you are hungry for a grape! We are a “I want it and I want it right now.!” Society. Personally, I
wouldn’t be surprised if in years to come our time of living is analyzed and it is said, “It all began with instant
coffee and television and movies on tape and slowly turned into computer games and instant messaging.” What did
we do when we were growing up for entertainment? We gathered a group and went to a Saturday Matinee and ate
way too much popcorn and candy and then walked home around 3 miles because we spent our bus fare on candy.
But we got out of the house and mingled with others. We laughed together at the funny parts and some of us had
tears if it was sad. Now we watch our programs and movies on the “idiot box.” Most of you probably won’t
remember when the TV was referred to as the “idiot box.” I am so glad my great grandchildren have limited TV
time because they are busy being home schooled, helping in the kitchen (this week they learned how to make
cranberry sauce from berries and how to make cinnamon roll ups from left over pie crust), going on hikes weekly
as a family, taking lessons with groups such as ballet and Tae kwon do and playing. That is the two in Colorado,
the one in Illinois goes to pre-K school and helps his Mother with the horses and helps her in the kitchen and plays
outside a lot and he is getting a new puppy. Children grow best when they are in a loving and active home, so do
churches. I have faith that we will with God at our side grow our church. Meanwhile ask yourself, “What can I do
to meet the call of Jesus to lead others to him?”

Matthew 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

Lord, we thank you for the days you have given us, for the sunny ones and even the cloudy and rainy ones. Both
remind us of your love in the joy of sunshine on our good days and the shelter you provide when our days are
stormy. Be with those going through the storms of life, guide and shelter them. Be with the sick and the grieving,
may they be comforted. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry, give him blessings in all things. Be with our church
may we reflect your love to others. Be with our staff and leaders guide and protect them. Be with those that are the
victims of war in Ukraine and be with those in Haiti who are suffering. We thank you for our blessings always. In
Jesus name we pray. Amen

Grace Epperson

December 9, 2022Page 5



 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 3:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 
on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 
peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 
 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 
 
 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 
How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 
church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 


