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GOD DREAMS UPDATE

Hopefully you are familiar with our Mission – “Inviting others to rely on Jesus to find unexpected purpose, peace,
and joy.” Our vision, in conjunction with the mission is to transform ourselves, within the next 5 years, into a
church that purposefully grows disciples by loving and serving our community. These two elements work hand in
hand with one another.

Over the last year, our focus has been to intentionally pray for our community and share in heartfelt conversations
with one another about how we may support the neighboring community surrounding Utica UMC. Our prayers
and conversations have resulted in many wonderful ideas bubbling up. These have been shared with the God
Dreams group. They are looking at when and how to implement them.

Please continue praying and talking about where God may be calling us to serve in our community. Pray for
individuals to volunteer to help with getting some of these ideas off the ground. This leads us to the next step in
our journey. In the coming year, our focus will be on engaging more people in actively serving in our community
and building relationships with members of our community.

We already have several areas in place for people to get engaged. These are Celebrate Recovery, Celebration
Place, GriefShare, and other potential Thursday evening Care Ministries, which offer support to people in our
community. Our Wednesday afternoon KIDS Club and Youth Group offer support to children, youth, and their
families. The Warming Center helps those who need a warm place to stay for the night. Also, there are many other
outreach ministries we support with the guidance of our Together in Missions group.

We are grateful and blessed for those who are leading, serving, and participating in these ministries. Over the next
year, we will be encouraging all of you to prayerfully consider where God is calling you to serve and participate.
All of us have different gifts and passions. God brings together into each body of Christ the individuals and gifts
that will be needed.

Maybe you’re thinking working with people in the community is out of your comfort zone. Remember, God will
be with you – just as he has been with the cloud of witnesses that have gone before us. And, if serving our
community still seems too far out of your comfort zone, maybe there are things you can do to free up others
allowing them to transition into ministries working with the community. For starters, we ask you to pray about
where God is calling you to participate and serve.

Seek out someone in the God Dreams group if you are interested to know more about our mission, vision, or how
we are currently supporting our community. We also plan to have a table set-up periodically after services to
receive your input and answer your questions.

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.

1 Peter 4:10, New Living Translation
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PLEASE HELP ENSURE WE MEET
OUR YEAR-END FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Finance Committee is grateful for all of your continued gifts, as well as your extra gifts, to ensure our
2022 commitments are met. We are making steady progress toward meeting our year end obligations.
As of December 18, we have received $74,383 (in November and December) toward our remaining
expenses for the year. This includes the proceeds from our Cookie Walk and Angel Tree. This total
amount is represented by the 7+ gold stars in the banner.

We have about $15,000 remaining in expenses for 2022. This is represented by the 1+ white stars in
the banner. This includes one remaining payroll for the year, our semi-annual insurance payment,
utilities, property upkeep, and remaining ministry expenses. At the beginning of December our
remaining expenses were estimated to be $40,000 - $45,000. These included: Compensation
($15,500); Utilities & Upkeep ($17,000); Ministries & Administration ($8,000); and Conference Pensions
& Ministry Shares ($1,025).

Offerings will be received at our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Any additional year-end
contributions you wish to make must be received in the office by December 29 (the office is closed on
December 30). e-Giving contributions for 2022 will be accepted until midnight December 31. Additional
details about year-end giving can be found elsewhere in the Messenger.

Please continue to do what you can to ensure all the stars are shining brightly (gold) by the end of the
year! Thank you. And, Merry Christmas!

200 Year Celebration
Were you married, baptized or confirmed at the Cass Street Utica Methodist Church? If so, do you
have pictures commemorating the event? Please contact me - I would like to scan your photos for the
200 year celebration booklet. Peggy Miller (pegm@me.com or 586-254-4932)

Sunday, January 1st

We will be having 1 service on Sunday, January 1st at 9:30am in the Sanctuary. This service will be a
Wesley Covenant Service with reaffirmation of baptism and communion. We are asking that everyone
attending this service brings about a 1/4 cup of water with them to church. Please bring in a sealed
container. We will be using this water during the reaffirmation of baptism part of the service.
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CHRISTMAS

When I was a child sometimes Christmas was rather bleak, and many Christmases were bleaker than others. One
year I had learned there was no Santa Claus. I had heard this in school around the age of eight so was aware. Now I
was ten and not surprised when my mother told me there would not be any Christmas presents this year. My Father
was not working, and I knew money was tight if not non-existent. My bigger brother Bill had quit school on his
16th birthday, the 12th of December, and had a job delivering telegrams on a bicycle in Michigan in the middle of
winter. My oldest brother was not working, and he and his wife were living with us. I expected nothing but when I
woke up on Christmas morning there were a stack of presents for me. Santa Claus had come. Bill had provided my
Christmas. When I asked my mother how I had received presents she said that Bill had worked and bought me
presents. He would not live long after that and would pass away a year and a half later after joining the Army so he
could provide an allotment check monthly. His passing left a huge hole in my life. I never forgot his kind caring for
his baby sister and his letters to me some of which I still have. In those letters he urges me to stay in school and to
not give up as he had because he had no decent clothes to wear. When I think about Santa Claus I think about Bill.
He loved me as no one else did and left me the gifts of his advice and counsel. He would talk to me about my
parents' conflicts and give me the courage that I needed to cope. When I think of Santa Claus I think of Bill. He
knew the gift of caring for someone so much that a sacrifice was his gift.

John 1:14 The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who came from the Father full of grace and truth.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for each day you give us and for the beauty and love we receive each and every
day. Thank you, Lord, for the gift of a babe, a babe that would grow and live among us and give his life for our
sinful nature. Be with us this Christmas. May we remember as we gather the babe that was sent so many years ago,
a babe that would grow and offer his life in atonement for our sins. May we seek to be worthy of this sacrifice. Be
with our Pastor may we be a blessing to him as he leads us and is a blessing to us. Be with our church, may we
seek to make it your church in every way, offering love and forgiveness to all. Be with our staff and leaders, may
they be blessed as they are a blessing to us. In the name of Jesus, we offer this prayer. Amen

Grace Epperson
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 3:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 


