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This year we will be opening our Christmas Cookie Walk to the
community and congregation on Saturday, December 10th
(10 AM – Noon) and to the congregation on Sunday, December
11 (after services). So, we will need LOTS of cookies. If you
are a cookie maker we encourage you to sign up on the sheets
and let us know how many cookies you can bring. Sign-up
sheets for cookie bakers are available on Sundays. You can
always call the church office to sign-up as well. If you are a
cookie connoisseur or you simply enjoy eating cookies, mark
these dates on your calendar and let your friends and family
know. Be sure to invite someone to come and purchase cookies
on December 10th.

Cookie Walk

Angel Tree
This year we have the opportunity to purchase and Angel
ornament for our Angel Tree. These can be purchased in
honor or in memory of a loved one. The cost is $15.00 per
ornament. The money raised will be used towards the
ministries of the church. There is an order form available in
the bulletins this week and we are asking for payment to be
included with your order form. There is a limited quantity
available so make sure to get yours soon.
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Finance Updates:
Our stewardship program focused on giving as one key to our growth as stewards. Throughout the
program, we were reminded that giving expresses our gratitude to God for who he is and what he has
done for us through his son, Jesus. We have received pledges totaling $281,590 so far. If you have
already made a pledge - Thank You!! If you have not yet made a pledge, we ask you to prayerfully
consider doing so.

As of November 20, we have received $33,611 in contributions toward our remaining expenses for the year –
represented by the 3 gold stars in the banner. We have 5 Sundays left in 2022 to fulfill our remaining expenses
(approximately $60,000) – represented by the 6 white stars in the banner. Finance Committee appreciates all of
your gifts, as well as your continuing extra gifts, to ensure all of our 2022 commitments are met.

As of November 1, we had approximately $90,000 remaining in expenses for the year. This included:
Compensation ($38,000); Utilities & Upkeep ($28,140); Ministries & Administration ($12,355); and Conference
Pensions & Ministry Shares ($10,645). An update on our remaining expenses will be provided early in December.

Our average monthly income this year has been about $28,000. Which means we still need about $25,000 in
extra giving between now and the end of the year. The carry-forward funds we have been using are nearly
depleted. Please continue to do what you can to ensure all the stars are shining brightly (gold) by the end of the
year!



Christmas Bells are Ringing 
 

2022 Handbell and Pipe Organ Christmas Concert 
Featuring: The Gosbells Handbell Choir 

 
Sunday, December 4th, 2022 at 3pm 

 
Utica United Methodist Church 

8650 Canal Road 
Sterling Heights, MI 48314 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented by: The Music Ministry of Utica United Methodist Church 
 

**Concert Admission is Free** 
 

An afterglow of light refreshments will be enjoyed by all at the 
conclusion of the concert! 
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Godly Habits
“Practice these things. Devote your life to them
so that everyone can see your progress.”

1 Timothy 4:15 (GW)

Habits, we all have them. Each of us have a collection of good habits and bad habits. At Celebrate Recovery we
focus on reducing the number of bad habits and increasing the number of good habits. How do we go about
reducing those bad habits we carry and increasing the good ones? We expose them to the truth. The Bible tells
us in John 8:32, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

God’s truth will set you free, but I have to warn you, it may make you miserable at first. For instance, when you
think about facing your weaknesses with honesty, fear can keep you in a prison of denial.

But when you allow God to shine the light of his truth on your faults and failures, you’ll be set free from the old
habits and patterns that have held you in bondage. You’ll finally be free to replace your old way of doing things
with God’s way of doing things.

How can you find this kind of freedom? It begins with understanding how much God loves you. He is already
aware of all your weaknesses and mistakes, and he is actively working to help you change. It won’t happen
overnight. The truth is, even though you were given a brand-new nature at the moment you accepted Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior, you still have old habits and patterns that need to be replaced. Doing that takes time.

You may wonder if it’s really possible to be free from your habits, hurts, and hang-ups. That doubt might lead you
to say things like, “Itʼs just the way I am, and itʼs the way Iʼll always be.” That’s fear talking, loud and clear.
Fear of change will slow your growth and keep you from experiencing the freedom Jesus died to give you.

Freedom requires you to practice the godly habits every day that point you to truth and make you more like
Christ—habits like a daily quiet time with God and accountability to small group fellowship. The more you practice
these new habits, the more the old habits will fade away.

Celebrate Recovery is a great place to help you discover and practice new habits, good habits, and to drop those
long held, and often denied bad habits. Join us each Thursday at 6:30 PM. Let the journey to wholeness begin.

Bob & Patsy – Celebrate Recovery Ministry Leaders
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Balcony People

Years ago, I read a book called Balcony People by Joyce Landorf. It was about those people in our lives
who cheer for us. It could be a parent, a teacher, a friend, a pastor, or anyone that wishes us well with all
their hearts. I had such people in my life. Those who said the words I needed to hear. An older friend
who talked to me about self-worth, a teacher who pointed me to a purpose and a path, a pastor who said
the tough words I needed to hear and in so doing made me see my worth. I found all these people in a
church. They welcomed me and accepted me from the moment I walked in until we moved too far away
to attend. They mentored me and taught me kindness and love by example. They were for a long time
my “balcony people,” I learned some valuable lessons from their example. Look for the loner, the
distressed, the new people. Sometimes we become so wrapped up in our friends we neglect to make
new ones. I am as guilty of this as anyone. Say the kind things. Tell the Pastor what you liked about the
sermon. I write a devotional a week and sometimes wonder how it will be received. Hardly a Sunday
goes by that someone doesn’t comment to me about my writings. This lifts my spirits like nothing else.
Do this for our Pastor. Encourage and support him. Cheer him on in his work. Yell to him from the
balcony that you appreciate him. I learned a valuable lesson from a Pastor I disliked. I simply asked him
how he was. He looked a bit startled as we had not spoken for a while. He told me of some physical
problems he was having. The next week I went up to him again and told him I had been thinking of him
and praying for him and my thoughts on his symptoms. He agreed with me and promised to see a
doctor. Our relationship did a complete turnaround. Sometimes we just need to care and to reach out.
We need to be the “balcony people” for each other. This week I was introduced to someone with a very
flattering description of my abilities, and I felt my heart warmed. I had had a not-so-great week and their
very kind words filled me with joy and lifted those spirits that had been sunk. Let us be balcony people
for each other as John urges us to do

1 John 4:10-12 This is love: not that we love God, but that he first loved us and sent his son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No
one has ever seen God but if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is made complete in us.

Dear Lord, we thank you for this day and for all the days you have given us. Lord may we be
encouragers to each other, may we love and protect each other remembering you and the sacrifice your
Son made for us for the forgiveness of our sins. May we go where you lead us to help the hungry, the
homeless and the lonely, the ill and those that grieve. May we be your instrument here, now, in this
place. May we be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in this world. Forgive us for the times we have
been unkind and judged others. Be with our Pastor and bless his ministry. Be with his family and with
this family of worshipers. Bless our Staff and Leaders, guide and protect them. In the name of Jesus, we
pray. Amen

Grace Epperson

P.S. Balcony People is a small book
but with a huge “make you think message.”
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 3:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery, Thursday, 6:30pm 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 


