
This past weekend the Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church of Michigan was
held, and I was in attendance. One of the things that historically happens at conference is
the singing at opening worship of the hymn, “And Are We Yet Alive.” The hymn asks us to
contemplate whether we who gather are still in pursuit of God.

This coming Sunday is Trinity Sunday. With the words of the hymn running through my
mind, I began to contemplate the question it asks of our conference, our church, and our
denomination as a whole. While preparing for Sunday worship, I came across this story:

Over 100 years ago one of the most famous disasters in human history occurred.
On April 14, 1912, signals of distress pierced the dark night of the North Atlantic in
all directions from the magnificent but ill-fated ship, the Titanic. The S.S. Californian
was the nearest ship to the scene of the accident. It would have required only about
one and a half hours for the Californian to have reached the Titanic as it sank. This
was later acknowledged by the commanding officer of the Californian. Still, the
Californian never reached the place where the Titanic sank.
At the investigation of the sinking of the Titanic in Washington, D.C. Senator William
Smith of Michigan asked the commanding office why the S.S. Californian didn’t sail
immediately to the scene of the accident when the wire reached her.
The officer shifted uncomfortably in the witness chair. Then he explained that they
had feared icebergs. So, they were lying motionless in the water. Even more
importantly, he explained, they had extinguished their fires and had no steam up.
“Such was the explanation given as to why the Californian, which could have
reached the Titanic before it sank, never got there and never rescued a single soul.
No fire, no power, no one rescued!”

John Wesley didn’t worry that the people called Methodists would die out, but rather
that they would have the form of religion without the power. I think the question is
worth our soul-searching. Could it be said of us that we have the form of religion
without the power? Oh friends, let it be that we who bear the name of Christ are
also invested in having the power of the Holy Spirit as our guide and guardian. By
the power of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, may it be that we have the form
and the power of our faith. Amen.

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Don
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United Methodist Women - Collection
The United Methodist Women will be collecting paper towels, toilet paper and Kleenex between
June 5th and September 4th to benefit Turning Point. Look for the UMW bin in the Narthex.

STARS/XCEL Kitchen Helpers
We are looking forward to seeing everyone next week. If you signed up to help In the kitchen, we would
appreciate it if you could attend on Monday, June 13 if you are available. This way you will have the
opportunity to see how the kitchen works and be able to pencil in the days or times you will be able to
help out. Didnʼt sign up yet? Not to worry, you can just show up. There are all sorts of tasks to do, no
experience necessary.

Mary Lawson and Deb Pelton

STARS/XCELUpdate

Our 6 week STARS/XCEL Summer Program starts this Monday (June 13)! We have 21 children registered for
STARS and 7 youth registered for XCEL at this point. The groups will be led by 4 Mission Interns and Jennifer
who is returning as our Site Director. Everyone is looking forward to being back in-person.

We are looking for individuals with a full size-van or mini-van who would be willing to help with transportation
for the 4 off-site field trips which are planned. Please contact the church office if you know of someone who might
help in this way.

We will continue accepting individual snacks which are peanut and tree nut safe/free until July 10. Examples
include: fruit cups, animal crackers, goldfish, pretzels, graham crackers, some chips, pudding cups, Oreo cookies,
and popcorn. Please check labels to ensure they are peanut and tree nut safe.

Monetary contributions (designated for STARS/XCEL) are also always welcome. These are used for food,
supplies, field trips, transportation, etc. allowing us to provide these programs free to all participants.

Thank you in advance to those who have volunteered to be kitchen helpers, drivers/co-pilots for transporting
children daily to/from church and field trips, and special guests. There are still opportunities if you are interested.
Thank you also to those who have provided snacks and monetary contributions. Your support makes a difference
to the children and youth who participate in these programs.
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Celebrate Recovery – An Umbrella Ministry

In January of this year Celebrate Recovery expanded its ministry to include GriefShare. This 13 week
program was offered at Utica United Methodist Church and also offered at Town Village Senior Living
Center. We anticipate offering this ministry again in September.

Plans are in the works to add additional support groups under the Celebrate Recovery Ministry
Umbrella.

• DivorceCare is a 13 week ministry for those seeking healing from the pain of separation or divorce.

• DC4K – DivorceCare for Kids is also a 13 week program, a proven and powerful ministry for 5-12
year olds. DC4K makes it easy for you to help children who are hurting and confused by the divorce
or separation of their parents. This ministry parallels DivorceCare for adults.

• Single & Parenting another 13 week ministry. In today’s cultural trends have produced the
skyrocketing number of single-parent families. Other people don’t truly understand how tough it is
to be a single parent—day after day after day. Sometimes you want to give up. And that’s a normal
reaction—Single & Parenting is a ministry which helps develop skills and support single parents.

• Chronic Joy is a resource ministry dedicated to compassionately serving those affected by chronic
illness, mental illness, chronic pain, and disability and their caregivers by providing accessible,
easy-to-use, faith-based, educational tools and resources. Chronic Joy is an ongoing support group
which meet weekly.

• The Landing – Celebrate Recovery for teens. Being a teen was difficult in “our day”, but
today….teens face things that you and I never imagined.

These ministries have amazing outreach potential for Utica United Methodist Church, BUT these
ministries need facilitators. Pray, ask God if He is directing you to become involved in one of these
ministries. If you discover that this is a direction God is inviting you to go, have a conversation with Bob
or Patsy Clark
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We Cannot Hide From God
When our daughter was in College in Kalamazoo, I was working for the Red Cross at the Community College in
Port Huron. We were on opposite sides of our State. At a Blood Drive, there was a young girl that I noticed was
getting antsy on the table. The nurse in that unit was a bit slow. I went over to talk with the girl, calm her down,
and start her donation. I mentioned to her what a beautiful weekend we had just enjoyed. She said she had been
to Kalamazoo for the weekend and had been to a party. She began to describe the apartment where she had been,
the macramé hanging, and the layout of the apartment. I said that that sounded like my daughter’s apartment. She
asked my daughter’s name and I told her, and she replied, “That’s who gave the party”! When I arrived home that
day, I called my daughter and told her I had been in Port Huron and heard she had had a party. I told her no matter
where you are or what you are doing your Mother will find out. You cannot hide from your Mother. Eventually
Mothers and some Fathers will find out. It helps if you have more than one child (there is always a squealer in the
bunch), or if you just happen to run into the right person at the right time.

We cannot hide from God. He knows our every thought, he hears our every prayer, he sees our good deeds and our
bad deeds. We may think we can hide but he will find us. Years ago, there was much discussion about whether
God was male or female... It doesn’t matter, God is God.

Genesis 2:8-10 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the
man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.”
Jonah 1:1-3 The word of the Lord came to Jonah, Son of Amittai. Go to the city of Nineveh and preach against it
because its wickedness has come before me. But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went
down to Joppa where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for
Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

Lord God, Be with us this day, be with our families, keep them safe. Be with our church, may we reach out to
those who need and seek you. Bless our Pastor and our staff and leaders. Give them your guidance and wisdom,
lead them as they seek to do your will. Be with our Country Lord as we grieve those who were lost in more
senseless shootings. Help us Lord to heal and to be a better people. Be with those who are dealing with loss, those
that are hurt, those who are sick and those who are healing. Help us Lord as we seek to be the hands and feet of
Christ. Amen

Grace Epperson from 8/8/2019
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Pictures from this year's car
show.

Thank you to all who came
out and enjoyed the day.
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 4:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 

The Celebrate Recovery Children’s Ministry
Thursday evening beginning at 6:30pm 

in Room 305

Meetings take place at 6:30pm every Thursday in 
the Wesley Board Room

(near the Main Office area).


