
For the month of June, I am asking the church to pray for the softening of
hearts. To move forward in ministry, we have to begin to offer new
ministries to meet the needs of people who donʼt yet consider our church to
be their church. We will need to find some flexibility as we move forward
with these initiatives. We also need to ask God to soften the hearts of those
we are seeking to reach. We need to pray to accomplish both of these
crucial tasks. This June, please pray this prayer along with me.
Peace and Prayers,
Rev. Don

Come Holy Spirit. Come and attend to our hearts. Bring us to the place
where we seek not so much to pursue our own agenda or our notions of
what we are comfortable with, but give us willing spirits to engage in new
ministries so that others will find Your grace and peace.
Come Holy Spirit. Come and place your passion for seeing others claim and
growing in faith within us. Please help us first seek to understand rather
than judge based on our own background and experience. Make us pliable
in the things that are not essential, so we can be resolute in our essential
task of sharing with others the truth of who You are.
Come Holy Spirit. Work in the hearts of those we seek to serve and reach.
Bring to their hearts a hunger to know the Lord and recognize the depth of
Your love for them. Allow, we ask, that they will see Your hand reaching
out for them through our efforts.
Come Holy Spirit. Pour upon our community the gift of a desire to pursue
the peace, love, and grace that is only found in You. Please make it so the
people of our community see past us and focus on the Christ we seek to
show them.
O Lord, give us a gentle willingness to serve. Give the people of our
community hearts receptive to finding You through our efforts. And, thank
you, Lord, for the grace youʼve shown, time and again. Amen.

“June Prayer Focus”

STARS/XCEL

UMW Meeting/
Collection

Blood Drive

Celebrate
Recovery

Devotional

Back Page
Info

June 3, 2022



STARS/XCEL

STARS and XCEL are both back this Summer in person starting on June 13th.
Space is still available in both programs if you know of any kids who might be
interested in attending. We have flyers available at the church you can pick up to
hand out or registration is available through our website in the KidZone and the
Youth page.

Adult Helpers are needed. Sign up sheets are available after services on Sunday
Mornings or you can e-mail or call the church office to see where you can help.

We need snacks! Starting this Sunday you can drop off pre-packaged snacks and
juice boxes for the STARS and XCEL students. Please NO PEANUT OR TREE
NUTS as we do have someone who is allergic to peanuts attending.

We can always use monetary donations to support this program. Please mark
STARS on the line of your offering envelope. Your continued supports allows this
program to thrive and be free of charge for those participating.

United Methodist Women Meeting

All women are invited to attend the Monthly UMW Meeting on Wednesday, June 8 in
Fellowship Hall. The potluck luncheon will begin at noon. Please bring a dish to pass
and your place setting. The program will begin at 1:00pm with Stacy Conte speaking
about Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers.

United Methodist Women - Collection

The United Methodist Women will be collecting paper towels, toilet paper and
Kleenex between June 5th and September 4th to benefit Turning Point. Look for
the UMW bin in the Narthex.

Blood Drive

The Red Cross Blood Drive is on Tuesday, June 7th from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. To
make a reservation you can either call the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 or Al
Manning at 586-995-0530. You can also go online and reserve a time.
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WHAT IF?

Have you ever looked at our church and ask yourself “What If?,” I have. Several scenarios have
crossed my mind. Think about this one. What if we continue doing the same old thing, can we
reasonably expect a different result? We all know the real answer to that, don’t we? Try this one. What
if we stop bearing fruit, metaphorically speaking, can we sustain? Those two “what ifs” should cause
all of us to pause and reflect, rethink, re-evaluate.

On the other side of the pancake I’ve wondered:

• What if we had a ministry focused on the problems, the issues teens have to deal with in today’s
culture? Would we as a church attract young people?

• What if we had a ministry focused on people who have gone through or are going through divorce?
How many people could we impact?

• What if we had a ministry focused on Single & Parenting. In today’s culture….this is a “target rich
environment”.

• Try this one on for size. What if we had a ministry focused on people who suffer with chronic illness,
pain, things that steal their joy, their hope? We all know people who fall into this category.

• What about a ministry for those who are “caregivers”? Caregivers for the ill, the mentally
challenged, and those in their final stages of life. Another huge area of concern.

• What If these ministries existed at Utica United Methodist Church? Would we grow? How many
lives could we impact in positive ways?

Under the Celebrate Recovery umbrella, ministries addressing these and other issues exist. Allow me
to quote a line from the movie Field of Dreams (1989) – “If You Build It, They Will Come.” The fact
of the matter is all the material is available, the blueprint, the plans are available also. What
is lacking are builders.

Hereʼs one last question for you to ponder. Are you a “builder”, or are you simply a “sidewalk
superintendent”?

Are these things in place easy? No, but not hard. Are the lines to implement these clear and
clean? Clear, yes. Clean, perhaps not. Small groups such as these can be messy. Why? Because
they are filled with people. However, we are better together because God works through us to bring
help, hope, and healing into the lives of others.

Celebrate Recovery
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Waking up with Purpose
As a child we wake up with purpose. We are anxious to start our day. There is much to do. As we
become teenagers, the purpose sometimes fades, and we want to stay in bed. Then we are working
adults and getting up is a priority, we have a job to do, a purpose. If you are a parent, you must get up
for the children to help them start their day. Then the children grow up and the job is gone, retirement
becomes a reality. When I retired for years, I would get out of bed very early to walk. I loved those
early morning walks. They were relaxing and even in the snow and cold they were invigorating. But
then my knees started bothering me and what had been enjoyable was now painful. So, I slowed
down. Then my husband became confused and could not be left alone, so, the walks stopped
altogether. He liked to sleep in so I would get up just for the solitude and always seemed to have
something to do like laundry, dishes, food prep. There was reading and knitting and quilting for
relaxation. But then it seemed as if what had interested me before no longer was a priority, no real
reason to get up. When he died, I had trouble sleeping for a long time. The side of the bed that was
full was now empty and I would wake up at night to check on him. I am now getting past that, but I
stay up late, often until 2 a.m. Then do not sleep well and wake up early then go back to sleep for a
while. When I waken, I really do not have a good reason to get out of bed. The only reason some
days to get out of bed is breakfast. A couple of weeks ago, I was told that Graduation Sunday was
approaching. Now I for several years have done cakes for that Sunday. Because my health is not as
good as it was, I had cut back on a lot of activities and cakes was a natural one. No coffee hour for so
long meant no cakes. So, I asked Pastor Don if I could do cakes and he agreed. Last week I had
purpose, I had to plan, what kind of cakes did I want to do, what sizes, I had to make sure I had the
ingredients, I had to go to the store and to the cake supply store, I had to check expiration dates on
ingredients I had at home. A friend, in fact two friends offered to pick up and deliver the cakes to the
church for me. On Sunday, a friend offered to come and help me the next time I do cakes. I wanted to
do a birthday cake for a dear woman I know. I know her well enough to know her favorite cake and
that she favors walnuts over pecans. So yesterday I got up with purpose, went to the store, and made
sure I had what I needed for German Chocolate cake. I have not done this cake in several years, so it
was an adventure and who knew chocolate icing had the ability to travel fifteen feet in the kitchen.
The cake is a little lopsided but looks delicious and was made with purpose and love. I believe that
God puts purpose in our lives. He sends us opportunities to take new paths, to find a new reason to
carry on and as our lives change, he puts new purpose in our lives. He will give you reason to get up
in the morning, to spend your days in useful pursuit. So, if you are going through a hard time,
remember that God has a plan for you, a purpose to get you up in the morning, a joy that can only
come from serving others. We cannot find our way out of the woods unless we find the path and that
path can be given to us by a generous and loving lord, our God.

Jeremiah 29:11-13 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Dear Lord, we thank you for this day and the gifts you have given us. May we use them in your name
always. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry, be with him and Laura and our representatives as they
travel to Annual Conference. Be with our Bishop and those participating in Annual Conference this
week. May there be joy in the gathering, blessings in the words spoken and peace in the worship. Be
with our staff and leaders in the church, grant them safety and guidance. May our church truly be the
hands and feet of Christ is this world. Be with those facing illness and grief, Lord, ease their burden.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Grace Epperson
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 Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Don Gotham 
srpastor@uticaumc.org 

 

Music Ministry 
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel Choirs 

Director 
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mer Renne, Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

mer@uticaumc.org 
 

Communications Director 
Rachelle Heldt 

rachelle@uticaumc.org 
 

Secretary/Bookkeeper 
Charlotte Ramsey  

Hcharlotte@uticaumc.orgT  

 
Ta 
 

Deadline Information 
 

Articles for advertising/
announcements must be submitted to 

the office by 4:00pm on  
Wednesday of each week. 

Messenger:  Email to Rachelle Heldt 
Prayer List:  Email to Charlotte Ramsey 

or call the church office. 

Our Mission 
 

Inviting people to rely 

on Jesus to find      

unexpected purpose, 

peace and joy. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 
 

9:30AM  
with Organ, Choir and Handbells 

in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30AM  
with our Worship Band 

in Fellowship Hall 
U 
 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship 
A recorded service will be  

available online on  
Facebook, our church website and  

on YouTube beginning at  
9:00am each Sunday. 

————————————— 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 

 8:00am-4U:00Upm 

Friday 8:00am- 2:00pm 

“Like” us 
on  

Facebook! 

 

 

 

Going on vacation; can’t make it to church? 

How about using E-giving so you can still give your offering for 

those times when you can’t be here The E-giving tab is on our 

church website: www.uticaumc.org 

 If you need assistance, call the church office. 

Food Pantry                          
Our food pantry is  

available to those in need 
by calling the church office 

and making an   
appointment.   

                         
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 

Celebrate Recovery 

Keep Connected 
If you are not signed up for our 
Weekly Messenger email, you 
can do so on our website by 

clicking on the “More” tab, then 
“Weekly Messenger; on that 
page you will find a place to 

register for our weekly email! 

The Celebrate Recovery Children’s Ministry
Thursday evening beginning at 6:30pm 

in Room 305

Meetings take place at 6:30pm every Thursday in 
the Wesley Board Room

(near the Main Office area).


