
THANKSGIVING 

Remember last year when we thought this Thanksgiving would be so much better? We thought the Pandemic 
would surely be gone and all would be back to normal. I fear now that when we do return to normal it will not 
be what we think but a new normal. I am still wearing the mask at the store which I go to on a limited basis. I 
observe social distancing and am sure to wipe the cart down when I go in. The numbers are still up, in fact we 
led the nation this week at one point in new cases. Maybe next year? At Thanksgiving we give thanks for our 
blessings. We have much to be thankful for this Thanksgiving. Restrictions are lifted on travel although there 
DUH�VRPH�UHTXLUHPHQWV��EXW�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�WDNH�RXU�VKRHV�RII�DQ\PRUH��WKDW�PD\�MXVW�DSSO\�WR�XV older people; 
WKH\�WRRN�RQH�ORRN�DW�PH�DQG�FDOFXODWHG�KRZ�ORQJ�LW�ZRXOG�WDNH�PH�WR�SXW�WKHP�EDFN�RQ�DQG�VDLG��³1HYHU�
PLQG�´�:H�FDQ�KDYH�FRPSDQ\�RYHU��EXW�ZH�VKRXOG�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�DUH�YDFFLQDWHG��:H�FDQ�JR�WR�UHVWDXUDQWV�EXW�
call ahead and make sure they are open or are their hours changed because of staffing needs. We can finally get 
WKDW�'RFWRU¶V�DSSRLQWPHQW��EXW�\RX�PLJKW�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�WR�JHW�LQ�RU�KDYH�D�YLUWXDO�DSSRLQWPHQW��
There are changes to our world. but we have gone through changes before, and it pulled us together. That does 
not seem to be working now. For us older people change happened suddenly and at a young age. We had to 
save tin foil and cans but the cans when crushed right became funny shoes we could play with before they were 
WXUQHG�LQ��7KH�³YLFWRU\´�JDUGHQV�EHFDPH�D�VRXUFH�RI�FKRUHV�DQG�IUHVK�IRRG��:H�ZHUH�DW�ZDU��DQG�ZH�ZDWFKHG�DV�
loved ones went to fight in a foreign country. We saw small banners with a star on them go up in windows 
signifying that someone from that home was off fighting the war. When that star changed to gold, we knew 
that they had lost a loved one. We have blessings this Thanksgiving, we have family, we are not at war, we 
have food on our table, warmth in our homes, jobs, and clothes to cover us. Christ calls us to take care of those 
WKDW�GR�QRW�KDYH�IRRG��ZDUP�FORWKLQJ��DQG�KRXVLQJ��+H�VDLG�LW�VR�FOHDUO\�WR�3HWHU��³)HHG�P\�VKHHS�´�/HW�XV�
remember to thank God as we sit down to our meal of plenty and pray for those that are not so fortunate 
whatever their circumstances and may we give from our bounty and our hearts to help them.  

Paul is writing from prison to the Christians at Philippi: 

Philippians 4:12-13 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or want. I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.  

Jesus reinstates Peter: 

John 21:15-���:KHQ�WKH\�KDG�ILQLVKHG�HDWLQJ��-HVXV�VDLG�WR�6LPRQ�3HWHU��³6Lmon son of John, do you love me more than 
WKHVH"�³<HV��/RUG�´�KH�VDLG��³<RX�NQRZ�WKDW�,�ORYH�\RX�´�-HVXV�VDLG��³)HHG�P\�ODPEV�´�$JDLQ��-HVXV�VDLG��³6LPRQ��VRQ�RI�-RKQ� 
GR�\RX�ORYH�PH"´�+H�DQVZHUHG��³<HV�/RUG��\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�,�ORYH�\RX�´�-HVXV�VDLG��³7DNH�FDUH�RI�P\�VKHHS�´�7KH�WKLUG�WLPH�
WKDW�KH�VDLG�WR�KLP��³6LPRQ��VRQ�RI�-RKQ��GR�\RX�ORYH�PH"´�3HWHU�ZDV�KXUW�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�DVNHG�KLP�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH��³'R�\RX�
ORYH�PH"´�+H�VDLG��³/RUG��\RX�NQRZ�DOO�WKLQJV��\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�,�ORYH�\RX�´�-HVXV�VDLG��³)HHG�P\�VKHHS�´ 

Lord, we thank you for our bountiful harvest, for the food we eat, the clothes we wear, and the warmth of our 
homes. We ask for you to be with those less fortunate, those that are ill and those who grieve, may they feel 
your loving presence in their lives. Be with our church, may we truly be the hands and feet of Christ. Bless our 
Pastor and bless his ministry, be with his family. Be with our staff and leaders, guide them, protect them, and 
inspire them. Be with us as we look forward to the Advent season as we await the birth of a child, born to lead 
us and to love us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

Grace Epperson   

 


