
We have all seen movies where it is stated or just implied that this isn’t the end but only the
beginning. We see it in movies from Pearl Harbor, Gone With The Wind to the Star Wars Series,
to Biblical subjects such as The Passion of Christ, The Greatest Story Ever Told, even Jesus Christ
Superstar and with one movie ending with the cross and the caption, “The Beginning.”

We certainly see it in the Bible when Christ is crucified and rises again. We experience it every
Easter from Good Friday to Easter when we celebrate the risen Christ. Have you ever had that
type of experience? I think we all have. From Marriage, the end of being one and becoming two.
The birth of a child is an ending of expectation and a beginning of a life, from graduations to
baptisms, to joining a group or even making a friend. We have a lot of beginnings in our life and a
lot of endings. In Christ we have them daily. Every time we ask forgiveness, we have the chance
to begin again. Every morning is a new beginning, and every night is an ending of another day.
Even death brings us an ending and a beginning. The disciples didn’t know that an ending and a
beginning were coming. They were visiting the villages around Caesarea Philippi.

Mark 8:27-33 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way
he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elĳah and still others, one of the Prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked, “Who do you say I
am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ.” Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. He
then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law and that he must be killed and after three days, rise
again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and rebuked him. But when Jesus
turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter, “Get thee behind me Satan!” he said, “You do
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”

The Disciples loved Jesus, but they didn’t accept him as Jesus Christ until after the resurrection.
Thomas even demanded the proof of the holes in his hands and feet. That was the day their
journey truly began. So, it is with us. I accepted Christ into my life many years ago but that was
not the end of my quest but the beginning. I continue to seek him out to understand more fully, to
love more completely, and to trust in his promises. As Christians we are all on a journey to do his
will, to make disciples to follow Jesus, to live lives that reflect his teachings so that others will see
the living Christ in us.

Lord, we thank you for our beginnings and endings. May we see them as opportunities to serve
you more. Be with those who grieve and those who are ill and those that are alone. Be with our
sisters and brothers in Haiti and Afghanistan. May they know your comfort, love, and peace.
Guide us as we seek to help them. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry and watch over him and
his family. Be with our Staff and Leaders, may they feel your love and comfort as they seek
direction for our church. In Jesus name we pray, Amen

Grace Epperson

"The End or the Beginning"
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August Theme Days
August 29th (Stars and/or Stripes Day)

Starting in August we are encouraging you to join
the fun of special dress days. The above Sundays show
the suggested them for each week. If you have something
to wear for each theme please wear it to church that day.

I encourage you to take photos during these Sundays
and submit them to rachelle@uticaumc.org to be included
in the messenger for the following week to share the

fun with everyone.
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United Methodist Women
Our September UMW meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 15 in Fellowship Hall at 12:00.

(Note this is not the normal meeting week.)
We will begin with a potluck luncheon at noon. Remember to bring your own table service and a dish to share.

At 1:00pm Susan Meyer from Abigayle Ministries will speak about the new things going on in their
Ministry.

All women of the church are welcome to attend.

UMW Collection
The United Methodist Women are collecting diapers size 6 and baby wipes now
through September 5th for Abigayle Ministries. There is a collection tub in the
Narthex with UMW sign on it. Please place diapers and wipes in the tub. This is a
wonderful ministry to support.

Christmas Tea Planning Meeting

The Christmas Tea is returning this year and is scheduled for December 4th.
If you are interested in helping out in any way, or just want to learn more about the Tea,
please come to a planning meeting on Saturday, August 28th at 11:00am in the Parlor
(outside the Sanctuary).
If you have any questions ahead of time, please contact Gail Blazinski.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Save the date - Utica United Methodist Church will be hosting the American Red Cross Blood
Drive on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 from Noon to 6pm. You can schedule a time with the
Red Cross either online or call 1-800-733-2767 or 1-800-Red-Cross. You can also call Al
Manning at 586-995-0530 with questions or help with scheduling.

Service Time is Changing!

Starting on September 5, 2021 we will be changing the time of our 9am service. It has been
decided that we will have a 9:30am service in the Sanctuary and 10:30 service in the
Fellowship Hall. Please make sure to mark your calendars!



Oil Change Ministry

The Free Oil Change Ministry is scheduled to be held at our church on Saturday
September 25, 2021 from 9 am to 3:30 pm. The Free Oil Change Ministry
provides oil change and fluid top offs for single parent, low-income homes. The
Free Oil Change Ministry 2021 is supported by our church, as well as Trinity
Lutheran and King of Kings Lutheran Churches.
With the complications that Covid 19 provided us, we were unsure if we would
be able to provide it to the community this year on an in-person basis. Last
year, Sterling Quick Lube at Van Dyke and 17 Mile Road provided an oil change,
fluid top off and tire inflation check to 46 of our guests. We printed out
vouchers to 61 people that called in requesting this assistance.
After discussing the many challenges, it was determined that rather than
abandon this ministry when there is such a need, we would not be outsourcing
the work this year. We decided that we would like to personally assist our
guests. This allows us to make our guests aware of additional offerings which
our church provides (i.e. Kids Club, Bible Studies, and Food Pantry), as well as
invite them to visit our church on Sundays.
There are many volunteer opportunities available in the following areas:
Set-Up, Take Down, Reception, Refreshments, Guest Fellowship, Supplies
Purchase, Safety Check, Supplies Distribution. Sign ups will be made available
after church beginning on Sunday, September 5th.
If you feel moved to make a monetary donation for the upcoming year, please
note on your check the Oil Change Ministry, or if you want to donate cash see
Ron Borgacz or Bob Baldwin and we will make sure it gets deposited.
Thank you for supporting this much needed ministry during this uncertain time.
We are very grateful for the continued support of our congregation.
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CHILDREN &YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL – STARTING SEPTEMBER 12

We are planning to start in-person Sunday School on September 12. Classes for elementary age children will
be available during the 9:30 AM and 10:30 AM services. Classes for youth will be available during the 9:30 AM
service. We are also considering continuing to make video Children’s Messages.

If you have a child or teen who is interested in participating in-person or if you know a child or teen who may
be interested, we’d like to know! Please look for the Sunday School Sign-Up Sheet after both services
starting August 29. Or, send an email to: UticaUMC.chimin@gmail.com (UUMC Children’s Ministry email).
This will help us have a better understanding about who and how many to expect. Of course, even if you don’t
sign up, the children and youth are always welcome to attend! We’re looking forward to seeing you soon!

SUNDAY SCHOOLVOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train children in the right way, and when old they will not stray.” (NRSV) Are you able to
volunteer one or more Sundays each month to help with Sunday School for the children or youth? We are
looking for several more adult volunteers so that each person will only need to help one or two times a month.
Curriculum material is available. If you would like to learn more about this wonderful opportunity please contact
Mary Dolenga or send an email to UticaUMC.chimin@gmail.com (UUMC Children’s Ministry email).

Book Sale Results

Pastor Don announced on Sunday morning that the book sale will remain up for 1 more week. August 29th is the
last Sunday to pick up any new reading material. We did receive quite a few cook books in the last week. If
cooking and baking is your thing, stop in and get a book. As of right now the book sale has raised $263 which
will be put towards children's programming.
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Keeping Connected

Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).

If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!

We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls. We are also allowing groups to meet inside once again.
Please call the office to either set up a Zoom meeting or to schedule an in-person
meeting.

Sunday Worship Times:

In Person Worship

9am -Organ/Hymns in
Sanctuary

10:30am - Praise Team in
Fellowship Hall

Online Worship

A recorded service will be
available online on Facebook,
Website and Youtube Sunday

mornings at 9am.

Donate Online:

You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!

Visit out website to give now!

www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm
Friday 8am-2pm

Phone: 586-731-7667

Food Pantry available
by appointment only.

Deadline Information:

Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly

Prayer List, or
Announcements should

be submitted by
Wednesday each week.

Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
for announcements and

prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and

Electronic Sign
or call the office.

Our Mission:

Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find

unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
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Ministry Team:

Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Contemporary Worship Leader
Mer Renne

mer@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox

Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
Choir Director

FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Communications Director
Rachelle Heldt

rachelle@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlottte@uticaumc.org


