
This past Sunday, I preached on Ephesians 2:11-22. In writing to the
church at Ephesus, Paul was explaining to the Gentiles how the approach
he had of living his life before his Damascus Road conversion was wrong
and even hurtful. He wrote of how Jesus came to tear down the wall that
symbolically and literally separated the Jews and the Gentiles.

Paul went on to make it clear the Gentiles were to be fully incorporated
into the church's life, and the building of the church of Christ would be
accomplished by including those who came from the Jewish tradition and
those who were previously excluded. Neither group would be considered
lower in status than the other, and Jesus (who was and is the reconciler)
was (and is) the cornerstone of the church.

After the sermon, I asked us all to consider how we will live out our
mission. Usually, I preach a message where I offer a personal challenge
or something to uplift individuals. In last Sunday's sermon, I asked us all
as a congregation to consider how we will live out our mission of
including our community in the life of our congregation.

For almost two years, many church leaders have engaged in finding the
best possible future for our church and then pursuing that future. The
truth of the matter is, we who have worked through this enormous
undertaking will not be able to do the work necessary without the efforts
of the fuller congregation.

If you need to review the sermon to consider the questions again, please
look to our church website for a link. The sermon I preached on July 18th

will be available online on July 25th. There are so many who need to know
Christ intends for them to be included in the church. Let's commit
ourselves to work to make it so!

I look forward to hearing how the Spirit leads you!

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Don

"How will we do it?"
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BEYOND THE HORIZON VISION

By 2027, Utica United Methodist Church will transform itself into a church that
purposefully grows disciples of Jesus Christ by passionately loving and serving the
garden we call our community. As we lavishly sow Christ's love, we will gain a deeper
understanding of what true discipleship means and we will grow and blossom into
maturing followers of Christ.
Our community, like a garden, requires nurturing. We choose to be the "gardeners"
God has called us to be, producing a vibrant garden which will continue to bloom for
years to come.
Working together, with the garden that is our community, we will cultivate new growth
and fertilize our garden by educating, coaching, honing skills, and sharing heartfelt
support in areas such as relationship restoration, conflict management, and emotional
healing. We will weed out uncertainty, disillusionment, pain, loneliness, and stress. We
will prune self-doubts and bad habits.
Through careful tending our garden will grow and flourish. The fruit of our labor will
be a bountiful harvest of disciples who share the Good News and lead others to
discover the purpose, peace, and joy Jesus offers for everyone.

August Theme Days

August 1st (HAT Day)
August 8th (Hawaiian Theme)

August 15th (MI Sports Team Day)
August 22nd (Western Theme)

August 29th (Stars and/or Stripes Day)

Starting in August we are encouraging you to join
the fun of special dress days. The above Sundays show

the suggested them for each week. If you have something
to wear for each theme please wear it to church that day.

I encourage you to take photos during these Sundays
and submit them to rachelle@uticaumc.org to be included
in the messenger for the following week to share the

fun with everyone.
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Book Sale!

The book sale is back once again, set up outside the main office. The sale will run Sunday,
July 25th and Sunday, August 1st. This is a free will donation sale, money can be left in the
basket on the book sale table. Proceeds for this sale will go to our kids programs.

UMW Collection

The United Methodist Women are collecting diapers size 6 and baby wipes now through
September 5th for Abigayle Ministries. There is a collection tub in the Narthex with UMW
sign on it. Please place diapers and wipes in the tub. This is a wonderful ministry to
support.

STARS at the Park



So, What’s Your Story?
Last week I wrote about the beginning of my journey as a young teenager going to Church. I love to
hear the stories of how people came to their faith. For some it was easy, everything just fell into
place, for others it was harder, perhaps they fought against it. The best stories are from Pastors. I
love to hear their stories. For most the journey was not easy, some fought against it, like Jonah when
God told him to go to Nineveh. One Pastor told me years ago that he kept hearing the call but was
sure God did not mean him, finally there were so many stumbling stones placed in his path that he
surrendered. For one Pastor it was a beautiful girl in choir and his own faith that led him to his
journey and then an illness that defined that journey for him. For another it was a kind woman who
saw in him something that he did not and led him to church after the death of his mother. Others, like
John Wesley were raised in a strict Christian home, son of a Pastor and a mother who was deeply
religious but even John Wesley did not feel his faith blossom until that defining moment when he “felt
his heart strangely warmed.” Faith is personal, for some it is a quiet acceptance for others a moment
of clarity, for others it is like a lightning strike. I was sitting in church as the Pastor served
communion and uttered those words, “Christ’s blood shed for you,” and I thought, but I am not worth
it. The words came to me “God says you are.” I understood in that moment that Christ died for each
of us, even me. That was 20 years after I first entered that small Methodist Church, I am a slow
learner. The Walk to Emmaus was another defining moment when I was able to lay down the hurts
and anger that had impacted my life. One of those Pastors mentioned was the instrument God used
to accomplish that. I will be forever grateful to the Pastors that have touched my life and grateful for
the stories that led them to Christ.
Paul told his story:
Galatians 1:13,15-16, 21-24 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. But when God who set me apart from birth and
called me by his grace was pleased to reveal his son in me so that I might preach him among the
gentiles, I did not consult any man. Later I went to the churches of Syria and Cilicia. I was personally
unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only heard the report. “The man who
formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they praised God
because of me.
Lord, we thank you for the stories of faith found that led us to you. Be with us Lord, be with those
who are ill and those who grieve. Be with our Church may we truly be the hands and feet of Christ as
we seek to serve you. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry and watch over him and his family. Be
with our Staff and Leaders, bless them and guide them. We thank you Lord for the blessing of each
day, for the food on our tables, the shelter of our homes, the blessings of our families and your love
that sustains us. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen
Grace Epperson
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Keeping Connected

Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).

If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!

We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls. We are also allowing groups to meet inside once again.
Please call the office to either set up a Zoom meeting or to schedule an in-person
meeting.

Sunday Worship Times:

In Person Worship

9am -Organ/Hymns in
Sanctuary

10:30am - Praise Team in
Fellowship Hall

Online Worship

A recorded service will be
available online on Facebook,
Website and Youtube Sunday

mornings at 9am.

Donate Online:

You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!

Visit out website to give now!

www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm
Friday 8am-2pm

Phone: 586-731-7667

Food Pantry available
by appointment only.

Deadline Information:

Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly

Prayer List, or
Announcements should

be submitted by
Wednesday each week.

Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
for announcements and

prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and

Electronic Sign
or call the office.

Our Mission:

Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find

unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
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Ministry Team:

Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Contemporary Worship Leader
Mer Renne

mer@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox

Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
Choir Director

FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Communications Director
Rachelle Heldt

rachelle@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlottte@uticaumc.org


