
This past Sunday, a parishioner introduced herself to me. She said she didnʼt
recognize me. (It was her way of having some fun with me over my being away
two Sundays in a row.) I told her my name was Don, and it was my pleasure to
be here.
As I write to you, there are a number of my clergy colleagues who are beginning
new appointments. They are working in unfamiliar places, among unfamiliar
faces. They are trying their best to remember the names of people they meet,
and are undoubtedly polishing the sermon for this coming Sunday. They are
also working to introduce themselves.
Today, I want to introduce myself again to you. Weʼve been together for ten
years, but sometimes it is helpful to know what makes a person tick.
I am a believer in Jesus. I believe Jesus came to rescue humanity from sin, to set
us on a better path, and that Jesusʼ desire is that EVERYONE be honored as a
precious child of God.
I am a Christ-follower. I am committed to doing my best to go where Jesus
leads me, and make space for Jesus to lead me, so I can best lead others.
I am a Holy Spirit seeker. I try to listen for the voice and leading of the Holy
Spirit to guide my tongue and my actions.
I am passionate about worship. Both of our worship services here nourish my
soul! I am grateful to have the privilege of being in worship with you.
I am a blessed husband, father, and grandfather. I donʼt think I can adequately
explain the depth of my commitment to, my admiration for, or my devotion to
our family.
I am convinced the best days for our congregation are ahead of us! Trusting the
Holy Spirit has guided our church to a process of discerning our best future, I am
committed to going where God is leading. (Much more to come on that, soon.)
I am grateful for the honor of serving as your pastor.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Don
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Pulled Pork Fundraiser!

On Sunday, July 18th we will be having a pulled pork fundraiser to support our STARS Interns.
This is a free will donation fundraiser. Pulled pork sandwiches will be available to take home
after both services.

Emily is making a
cross using pins and
one long piece of string.

When you are visiting
Church come check out
the Stars Camp Wall in
the upstairs hallway.

Thank You Church

Thank you the body of Christ for your effective prayers for my left knee replacement last
week. Surgery went very well and I was able to leave the hospital the next morning with a
grateful heart and thanksgiving for God's presence and healing power. Thank God for gifted
surgeons he has given to us.
Blessings

Jerry Westover
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FISHING
I always loved to fish. To sit in a boat or on a dock with quiet, concentrating on nothing other than
your pole and sometimes a bobber was always the most satisfying and calming time to me. It was
relaxing and sometimes, although I loved the thrill of catching a fish, it was just enough to sit by the
water. When we went to Israel years ago, we stayed in a kibbutz beside the Sea of Galilee.
Sometimes I would just go and stand by the water and imagine all the history of that Sea. To me it
was Holy Ground. It was where Jesus walked, where Peter had his faith tested as he tried to walk on
water, and where Jesus called Peter and his first disciples. There was much to think of beside that
Sea. We were able to take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and to be in the same place as Jesus
and Peter, Andrew, James, and John as they were called to their destiny was inspiring and humbling.
Jesus called his disciples to be “fishers of men.” His call to us is the same. He calls us to bring

others to him. As any good fisherman knows, sometimes you must change your bait, sometimes you
must move the boat, but always you must go where there are fish, and to catch them you must feed
them. Let us heed the call of Christ today and always as we seek to bring others to him.
Mark 1:16-20 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make
you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little farther,
he saw James, son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.
Dear Lord, guide us as we seek to bring others to you. May we reach out to others and show them
the love of Christ in our acceptance and nurturing and in our stories, for we all have a story to tell. A
story of your salvation and love. Lord be with those who are ill and those who are grieving, comfort
them. Be with those in our Military who serve at home and in distant and foreign places. Be with our
Pastor, bless his ministry and Lord, we thank you for his presence in our lives. Be with him and his
family. Be with our staff and leaders, guide them and protect them. Be with our church, strengthen
us and guide us, may we be the hands and feet of Christ. In Jesus name we pray. Amen
Grace Epperson

Dear Al, Bob, and the Utica UMC Lifesaving Team -
Thank you for all of your lifesaving work!

Actual Collection: 29!
2 FIRST TIME DONORS
3 Power Red DONORS!

33 Donors Registered (went with a staff for health history)
7 Deferrals (donors that were turned away for medical reasons)

The blood that you collected will help 87 Hospital patients! (This is the IMPORTANT PART) 87 LIVES
SAVED (since every blood donor can save 3 lives)! You really made a huge difference in the lives of
those in need- thank you for being a HERO to the community! Those units were so desperately
needed! Thank you for preventing dangerous blood shortages ALL YEAR ROUND! Thank you for all
of your hard work on this life saving event!!! Great job!!! Thank you for making the WORLD a
BETTER PLACE!!
Thank you for your kindness and generosity!! Gratefully,
Bridget McCormick
Donor Recruitment Representative
American Red Cross
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Keeping Connected

Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).

If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!

We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls. We are also allowing groups to meet inside once again.
Please call the office to either set up a Zoom meeting or to schedule an in-person
meeting.

Sunday Worship Times:

In Person Worship

9am -Organ/Hymns in
Sanctuary

10:30am - Praise Team in
Fellowship Hall

Online Worship

A recorded service will be
available online on Facebook,
Website and Youtube Sunday

mornings at 9am.

Donate Online:

You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!

Visit out website to give now!

www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm
Friday 8am-2pm

Phone: 586-731-7667

Food Pantry available
by appointment only.

Deadline Information:

Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly

Prayer List, or
Announcements should

be submitted by
Wednesday each week.

Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
for announcements and

prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and

Electronic Sign
or call the office.

Our Mission:

Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find

unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
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Ministry Team:

Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Contemporary Worship Leader
Mer Renne

mer@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox

Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
Choir Director

FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Communications Director
Rachelle Heldt

rachelle@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlottte@uticaumc.org


