
U TURNS 

Everyone has had to make u turns in their life.  We discover we have missed our destination and must turn 

around and go back. We are on the wrong path.  Remember when directional devises first came out, we would 

miss our turn and the voice would say, “Recalculating.” The funniest cartoon ever was one that showed a car 

going over a cliff and a voice saying, “Recalculating.”  Sometimes in life we must make painful decisions, or we 

are just headed in the wrong direction and we need to make a U turn.  I have made decisions because when I 

was younger, I did not like where a relationship was going, it was time to change course.  As I was older, I often 

had to decide to do things differently whether it was quitting a job that wasn’t allowing me enough time with 

my children; or stopping our spending because our debt was growing not exactly helped when I quit my job (I 

was grateful that everyone else in the family liked Tuna Noodle casserole), or even going back to church after 

an absence something that had been put off each Sunday.   But the things that haunt me the most are those 

times when I did not go to see someone who needed uplifting, or the missions I never took, or the times I could 

have helped someone and did not, all the missed opportunities. Life gives us choices and there are paths that we 

follow.  I am glad about most of my decisions but am haunted most by those that I did not act on, the things I 

wanted to do.  We often do not regret the things we do but those we did not do, and our life choices affect 

others.  Peter had been warned. Christ had told him he would fail, that he would deny him.  But Peter was sure 

of himself and sure of his devotion to Jesus.  He would not fail.  But fail he did, not once, not twice, but three 

times.  How haunted he must have been by his own actions, how miserable he must have felt, a failure.  But 

then Christ comes back, resurrected and he forgives Peter and takes him back, not once, not twice but three 

times.  God’s mercies are forgiving and filled with multiple chances to get it right.  What Christ did for Peter he 

will do for us. His mercies are new every morning.  

Matthew 26:33-35 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” “I tell you the truth,” 

Jesus answered, “This very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”  

 Peter reinstated, John 21:15-17 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 

do you truly love me more that these!” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 

lambs.” Again, Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me?”  He answered, “Yes Lord, you know that I 

love you.”  Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep,” The third time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love 

me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked the third time, “Do you love me?” “Lord, you know all things; you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 

Lord, we thank you for the day, for the warmth of the sun and the promise of Spring and rebirth and 

resurrection.  We ask your mercies on those who are suffering illness and grief.   Be with those who are 

caregivers and are treading new ground, with a loved one but alone.  Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry and 

be with his family, keep them safe.  Be with our families, grant them wholeness and health. Be with those who 

are hungry and facing loss of shelter. Be with our church show us daily how to be the hands and feet of Christ, 

bless our ministries. Be with our Staff and Leaders, guide and protect them. Be with our country, may we be 

united and show our love and care for each other.  We thank you for our blessings, for our food, our shelter, 

our families and especially for your love and forgiveness. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Grace Epperson 

 


