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"On-line Children’s worship"
"Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him." (Psalm 127:3)
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Have you had a chance to look at our on-line children worship on YouTube? It has been such a
blessing that our Sunday school department provides an on-line children's worship this year. It
always gives me joy, and it is a privilege to work for the children and to work with those who have
pure hearts and sweet praises to Jesus with their excitement in hearing God's Word. It is also the
most incredible privilege to work with Sunday school teachers who are followers of Christ and use
their gifts for the next generation with the same heart and love. I pray our children are all able to
still connect with the Word, God, teachers, and the church through on-line worship.
I always say that my gifts for ministry are teaching, creativity, and as a team builder. I have a deep
passion for sharing God's Word with others. I love writing skit dramas based on Bible stories and
God's attributes. Writing skit dramas is not just writing, but it has been a great tool for gathering
people and empowering them for effective ministry by seeing their strengths and discerning how
best to build up the Kingdom of God through their talents and gifts.
Since I have started my internship here, I have prayed that God uses these gifts with my
second language, because Utica UMC is the first non-Korean church that I have served.
It has been amazing that God provides an opportunity to work here with my gifts with God’s
people. I thank Mer, who directed her students with my scripts and performed Christmas service
for adult and children's service. She is working on the Easter children's service. She also provides
praising song videos so that our children can praise the Lord with new songs. I thank the Sunday
school teachers and their supporters, Mary, Martha, Bob, his wife Debbie, Kathy, and Peggy.
Thank you to Rachelle, who videotapes and edits, making a great video every week. We expected
to provide 2-3 minutes for the children's message in the beginning, but now we rotate teachers who
give the children's message in unique ways, like a puppet play, a voice actor with pictures, and
Bible stories with crafts and songs, so that we provide more than 15 minutes in our on-line
children’s worship video. What a beautiful team we have!
It reminds me of the scripture passage in 1 Corinthians 12:27, “Now you are the body of Christ,
and each one of you is a part of it.”
I think it requires more energy and courage to talk on camera without engaging or interacting
directly with our children, and it also makes us feel separated and lonely. However, we have been
working so well with a joyful heart because we work together for God’s kingdom and God’s
Kingdom kids.
Thank you for giving me this great opportunity to use my gifts at Utica UMC.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery (CR) was launched at Utica United Methodist Church in January of 2019. During the first
year an average of fifteen people regularly attended the weekly meetings. Beginning in 2020, and with the
inclusion of Celebration Place, the average weekly attendance rose to twenty-eight. Then COVID struck.
Throughout the “lockdown” a core group of about a dozen people held together weekly, through “on-line”
meetings.
This “core group” is ready and will begin in-person Celebrate Recovery meetings on Thursday March 18 at 6:30
PM. Celebration Place will begin at a future date, yet to be determined.
Is CR for me?
Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step faith-based program that helps individuals heal from a variety of hurts,
hang-ups and habits. We do it in an atmosphere of acceptance and without judgement. As adults, we all go
through life collecting hurts. Some hurts are small and some are pretty large. Sometimes when we
encounter a hurt, our heart and brain get together to create a strategy to protect us from similar future hurts.
That strategy is what we call a hang-up. That hang-up overtime becomes a habit that continues to direct our
behaviors. Much of that behavior can cause us to be less productive and lead to less fulfilling lives.
Celebrate Recovery addresses the healing of the hurt and thereby breaks the chain of difficult behaviors.
Celebrate Recovery (CR) has helped heal men and women from a wide spectrum of hurts, habits, or hangups. Sometimes there is a misconception that CR is limited to those who struggle with only drug
and alcohol addictions. This Christ-centered program offers a safe and confidential environment for
anyone struggling with any life issues, such as childhood sexual abuse, grief, control issues, gambling
addiction, depression, anxiety, pornography, eating disorders, suicidal thoughts, abortion recovery, anger,
and much more.
For those who can honestly say, “Sure I had hurts, and habits, and I developed hang-ups, but that was in
the past. I dealt with them and am over them.” I say “Great.” I also say, “If that is true, perhaps you don’t
need CR…. but CR needs you. Who else is better suited to help others get through the things you’ve gotten
through?”
We invite you to join us on the journey to find joy, freedom, and hope with Jesus Christ. There is a place for you
here and we encourage you to attend Celebrate Recovery on Thursday nights! The evening begins with a time
of worship, followed by a lesson or testimony, and then breaks into gender specific small groups. Hope to see
you soon at CELEBRATE RECOVERY.
Bob & Patsy Clark
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Children's Ministry
The Children's Ministry Team is working to create take home bags for Holy Week.
On Palm Sunday, March 28th, after both services a bag of Holy Week crafts will be available for you
to pick up for your children or grandchildren.
Easter Sunday we will have goodie bags available after each in-person service for the children to take
home. You may also pick one up to take to your grandchildren. Any extra bags left after the service
will be made available outside the front door under the portico.
We are making a limited number of bags so when they are gone they are gone.

Holiday Office Closure
The church office will be closed on Good Friday, April 2nd and Easter Monday, April 5th. We send out
both a printed messenger and an online messenger each week. If you have an article that needs to
be run for the April 2nd Messenger it needs to be emailed to rachelle@uticaumc.org by Monday,
March 29th to be included that week. Any articles received after March 29th for the messenger will go
into the messenger on April 9th.

STARS/XCEL
We will once again be having our summer STARS and XCEL program at Utica United Methodist
Church. Due to COVID it will be a Virtual program this year. The program runs for 6 weeks from June
14-July 22. Bags will be delivered to those within 7 miles of the church with the rest of the bags to be
picked up by 3pm on Mondays. These bags will have informational materials, snacks, craft supplies
and maybe some other surprise for the week. They will have an optional zoom meeting time and will
have some YouTube videos for the kids. Flyers will be mailed out in the next couple of weeks.
Registration will be available in the flyer as well as on our website.
For the STARS program, children must be 7 years old by June 14th to be part of the program. If you
have children or grandchildren who might be interested in attending, you can always call the office to
make sure they get put on the mailing list to receive the flyer.
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It has been one year ago since I wrote the following devotional. How have we grown? Are we still
caring for each other? Have we kept church going? Are we better? We have developed our online
efforts. We have worshipped in the Parking Lot; we are now back inside. It has been a year of
change and adjustment, a year of sorrow as we lost loved ones, a year of joy when we have been
able to come back together. A year ago, we thought it would be 3 weeks and it turned into much
more without our usual and unique celebrations, Christmas was especially hard, but we did what we
had to do to make it better for everyone. We are closer to normal than we were last year when we
could not fathom a year of loss and change. Thanks be to God we are here, and we are together.
CHURCH CANCELLED?
Church has been cancelled for 3 weeks. How can this be? Just when we think we have seen it all,
we are hit with another blow. How can church be cancelled? Truth is, it cannot. We are the church!
Remember the words from the hymn? “We are the church, we are the church together, all who follow
Jesus, all around the world, we are the church together.” How do we do church when we are not
meeting in our designated building? We call each other, we look out for each other, we care for each
other. We can do this! We remember the food pantry, we remember our pledges, we remember the
classes we are taking, we remember our fellowship and we continue to connect. For some of us this
is a natural thing, when people are missing from church, we check on them. I am not good at this,
but I try. We just have to try harder. We can pray for each other and stay connected with each other.
We can not only say we are a church family, but we can be a family. In the midst of this relatively
minor inconvenience, we can grow together, we can show each other that we care, not just on
Sunday’s but every day. God has planned for this never doubt this. He is in control and he walks this
path with us. When you think of someone that you are missing from church maybe that is God giving
you a nudge that you should check on them. We are here to be the hands and feet of Jesus, let us
do our task and remain connected with those we know and love from that building we call the
church. Soon we will be back into our routine and meeting at 9:30 and 11 and we will have an
increased appreciation for those around us and for that gathering place called the church.
Meanwhile, follow the rules, wash your hands, listen for updates from our Pastor (and no this is not
his vacation, far from it, he will still be reaching out to us with messages and changes and staying
connected with the Bishop and others. He too, will be thinking of new ways to do church), stay
connected with those who have sat by you in the pews and remember who we are, children of God
prepared to carry on his work no matter the circumstances. This is a stumbling stone but sometimes
stumbling stones lead us to a new path and help us grow.
Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God which he bought with his own blood.
Lord be with us as we face new circumstances. Help us to care for each other, may we remember our
mission to do your work. Be with those who are ill, those who are frightened, those who are grieving,
may they be comforted. Help us find new ways to be the church. Be with our Pastor, bless his
ministry and be with his family, be with our staff and leaders, give them comfort and guidance. In
Jesus name, Amen.
Grace Epperson
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Ministry Team:

Office Hours:

Sunday Worship Times:

Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm
Friday 8am-2pm

In Person Worship

Phone: 586-731-7667

9am - Piano/Hymns in
Fellowship Hall

Food Pantry available
by appointment only.

10:30am - Praise Team in
Fellowship Hall

Ministry Leader Intern
Sunwha Hopgood

Contemporary Worship Leader
Deadline Information:
Online Worship
Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org
Items for The Weekly
A blended recorded service
Messenger, The Weekly will be available online on
Music Ministry
Prayer List, or
Facebook, Website and
David Fox
Announcements should Youtube Sunday mornings at
Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
be submitted by
9am.
Choir Director
Wednesday each week.
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net
Submit to
Children's Message online on
charlotte@uticaumc.org
YouTube, Facebook and
Communications Director
for
announcements
and
Website
by 9am Sunday's.
Rachelle Heldt
prayer
list
and
to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
Donate Online:
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and
Secretary/Bookkeeper
You can donate online with a
Electronic Sign
Charlotte Ramsey
one time gift or set up
or call the office.
charlottte@uticaumc.org
automatic donations!
Our Mission:
Youth Leader
Visit out website to give now!
Suzy Palmer
Inviting people to rely
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
on Jesus to find
unexpected purpose,
Sunday Morning Child Care
If you need assistance, feel
peace and joy.
Caitlyn Wilson
free to call the office!
Keeping Connected
Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).
If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!
We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls.
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