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As we begin our Lenten series, “A Season of Love.” I would like us to consider
how love is crucial to who we are as people of faith and how God calls us to love.
In the 22nd chapter of Matthew’s gospel, we read:
“34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”
We are called to love God and love others, but how do we understand what love
really is? While in their original languages, scriptural texts conveyed more than
one word for love, and the original hearers would have had an easier time
understanding what was being conveyed. Multiple Greek words that relate
different aspects of love come to us in our bibles as “love.” Over the next few
weeks, I will try to help us understand the other words the bible uses for love and
how God intends us to employ each of them.
Our first word for love is the Greek word “Storge,” which is pronounced STOREjay. Storge love is family love. It is the love a parent has for their child or a
grandparent has for their grandchildren. Storge love is an easy bond; it is steady
and sure. Storge love lasts a lifetime.
In the new testament, this term is used just once. In Romans 12: 9-10, we read:
“9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to
one another in love (storge)—honor one another above yourselves.
I chose to start with this word because Paul encourages the listeners to devote
themselves toward their fellow believers as they would toward their kin. To
emphasize the point even further, Paul combined the word “phileo” (which means
brotherly love) with “storge” to underscore the point of how we as followers of
Christ are called to care for one another. Paul wanted us to know the importance
of respecting and caring for each other while also treating one another as
cherished family.
Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1
Reflecting on this makes me think of the song, “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love.” I
believe it is by loving that we lift Christ up. And, scripture tells us by lifting Christ up, we draw others to
Him.
As we think, pray, reflect this Lenten season, let us also be sure to engage in simple acts of love. I
look forward to learning how God leads you to offer acts of love this Lent creatively.
In the Love of Christ,
Rev. Don
Blood Drive Results
Thank you for all of your lifesaving work!

Total results:
Actual Collection: 19!
3 were power red donors!
2 FIRST TIME DONORS!
26 Donors Registered (went with a staff for health history)
8 Deferrals (donors that were turned away for medical reasons)
The blood that you collected will help 57 Hospital patients! (This is the IMPORTANT PART) 57
LIVES SAVED (since every blood donor can save 3 lives)! You really made a huge difference in
the lives of those in need- thank you for being a HERO to the community! Those units were
so desperately needed! Thank you for preventing dangerous blood shortages!
Thank you for all of your hard work on this life saving event!!! Great job!!! Thank you for
making the WORLD a BETTER PLACE!!
Thank you for your kindness and generosity!!
A Message from Together In Missions
Through our Together In Missions group we have supported a number of organizations.
The NOAH project (Networking, Organizing, and Advocating for the Homeless) has sent us a thank you
note for supporting their program. Our monetary donation allows them to help serve over 38,000
lunches every year, provide 3,600 one-on-one social services sessions, offer over 650 physical
wellness counseling sessions and build trusting relationships with everyone who comes through their
door.
Grace Centers of Hope have also sent us a thank you note. Our monetary support helps provide meals
for their residents. They are able to help transform the lives of the broken and hurting who find
themselves at Grace Centers of Hope.
Thank you Utica for your continued giving, in support of the Together In Missions team, as we support
these different groups. While we may not see first hand how our donations are helping, know that they
are used to better the lives of those in need.
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Brighter Future Update – Heating and Air Conditioning System
The installation of the updated heating and air conditioning system for the Sanctuary and classrooms started
February 8. You may recall one of the key projects for the Brighter Future Building Fund was to replace the
aging boiler and address some of the existing heating and cooling systems that were failing. After consulting
with multiple contractors for over a year and evaluating 6 different proposals/quotes, we selected Andy’s
Statewide and Metro Controls as our contractors. The total project is expected to take 10 – 12 weeks to
complete. However, some portions may be completed sooner. Below are some details.
•

The Sanctuary will be heated and cooled with a gas fired roof top unit and multiple high efficiency heat
pumps (electric).

•

The Sacristy, Storage Room, Library/Prayer Room, Kitchen, and upper and lower level classrooms on the
west side (all currently on the boiler) will be heated and cooled with high efficiency heat pumps.

•

A building management system will allow us to control the temperature in different areas based on whether
they are in use or not. This will improve energy efficiency. This portion of the project will also address
problems with the existing heating and cooling system (e.g., office suite).

•

Many thanks to those who have contributed to Brighter Future to enable this and other projects to be
done.The total cost of this project is $277,800. We expect to receive a rebate from DTE of $4,900. When
this project is completed, we will have $15,000 - $20,000 remaining in the Brighter Future Building Fund.

We still have a number of projects we would like to pursue. Your continued contributions (pledged and
unpledged) are appreciated. If you have already fulfilled your pledge, please consider extending it.

Covid-19 Vaccine Hotline
Individuals who do not have access to the internet or need further assistance navigating the website
can contact the COVID-19 Hotline at 888-535-6136. Call specialists are available to help you find
information about vaccination in your area and to schedule an appointment, if available.
Information around the coronavirus pandemic is changing rapidly. The latest information is available
at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
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VALENTINE’S DAY
I am writing this on February 13th, tomorrow is Valentine’s Day. It is a day for those who love each
other to exchange gifts to show their love. Many people choose that as a wedding day or a day to
become engaged. It is a Hallmark Movie Day. I knew my husband about 70- years, I cannot
remember our first meeting or even when it was. I know we were classmates when we were15 years
old and had known each other for 70 years when he passed. We hung out with the same friends and
gradually became more than friends after graduation. He taught me to drive after graduation, we
were both 18. We gradually began to hang out on a just the two of us basis. We dated off and on
and broke up twice before he called me in 1956 when I was in Nurses Training and asked me out
once again. By this time, we had both dated others and knew more about ourselves and what we
wanted. We were married in 1957 and when someone asked me in 2019 how we had been married
for so long, I replied, “One day at a time.” We grew up together and then grew old together. When I
think of the many Valentine’s Days, we had together I recall the cards at least 120 given and received,
the dozens and dozens of flowers given, and the candy given in return. But most of all, I recall the
arguments forgiven, the sometimes disappointments forgotten, but through it all the love shared, and
the family formed. God has blessed our lives. He gave us two healthy, beautiful, forgiving children.
He gave us years together to get it right. I look back and see all the times when God was there, when
he saved us, when he said, “Lean on me, I’ve got this.” The last years were difficult but God was still
there, he was in the friends who called, the friends who took my husband out or stayed with him to
give me a break, he was there when the UMM took him out for lunch especially for his birthday, he
was there in the prayers offered up by our church and family, he was there in the friends who helped
when he passed out in church on 4 occasions, he was there in the friend who stayed with him for 3
days while I went to Emmaus and he was there in the friend who arranged everything, he was there in
the friend who took him to the Dream Cruise every year, he was there in the listening ears of those
who inquired about how I was, he was there in the friends who made sure he was okay at coffee hour
while I prayed for the needs of others, he was there in the friends who walked by and never failed to
stop and give him a hug, he was there in the friends who went to get my car and then helped with
the walker. He was there in each act of kindness. He was there in our children when they helped in
whatever way they could to make it easier. God does not leave us alone; he is there in each one of
us when we help others and we become the hands and feet of Christ.
1 John 4:10-12 This is love, not that we love God but that he loves us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
Lord, we thank you for those times when we saw your love and kindness in others. Be with those
who are suffering in this pandemic, those who are trying to make the food stretch, those who are
jobless or whose salaries are cut back, those who are homebound, and those who are homeless and
hungry. Be with those who are sick and those who grieve. There is so much need in the world, help
us to do all we can and then to do more to help those who are suffering. Be with our church, may we
be back together when it is safe. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry, be with him and his family.
Be with our Staff and Leaders, bless them and all they do. Amen
Grace Epperson

Love
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Ministry Team:
Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org
Ministry Leader Intern
Sunwha Hopgood

Office Hours:

Sunday Worship Times:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm Find us on Facebook, Website
Friday 8am-2pm
or YouTube channel for our
Sunday Worship Service at
Phone: 586-731-7667
9am.
Food Pantry available
At this time we are taking a
by appointment only.
break from in person

Contemporary Worship Leader
Deadline Information:
Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org
Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly
Music Ministry
Prayer List, or
David Fox
Announcements should
Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
be submitted by
Choir Director
Wednesday each week.
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net
Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
Communications Director
for announcements and
Rachelle Heldt
prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Electronic Sign
Charlotte Ramsey
or call the office.
charlottte@uticaumc.org
Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org
Sunday Morning Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Our Mission:
Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find
unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
Keeping Connected

gatherings. Please stay safe.
Stay home if you are sick.
Wear a mask when you go
out. Wash your hands or use
sanitizer often.
We will follow John Wesley's
summary of God's directives
to all people - "Do No Harm,
Do Good and Stay in Love
with God!"

Donate Online:
You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!
Visit out website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!

Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).
If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!
We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls.
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ACTS OF LOVE AND KINDNESS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

Share the International Sign Language symbol for “I love you” with someone.
Give someone your undivided attention.
Give someone a compliment.
Call and talk to a family member (e.g., grandparent, aunt or uncle).
Call and talk to a friend.
Help someone with their schoolwork/homework.
Share a favorite song with someone.
Make a picture for someone.
Share toys with someone (e.g., friend, brother, sister).
Write someone a note or letter.
Read to someone.
Do an extra chore.
Encourage someone.
Help someone do something.
Tell your parents “I love you.”
Give someone a hug.
Smile at someone.
Look in a person’s eyes when you talk to them.
Clean your room or make your bed without being asked.
Play a board game or computer game with someone.
Tell someone a joke.
Take a walk with someone.
Tell someone they are terrific.
Say “thank you” to someone.
Tell someone how much you enjoy spending time with someone.
Be respectful.
Try something new with someone.
Be understanding when someone has had a difficult day.
Write a chalk message on the sidewalk.
Ask someone to help you with something or a challenge.
Build something with a friend.
Make a sign for the mail person / delivery person.

33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Play with your dog/pet
Make someone coffee or tea
Shovel your neighbors sidewalk (if able)
Talk to a child about Jesus
Go for a walk and enjoy Godʼs creation
Give someone your good parking spot
Let a car go in front of you
Look in the mirror and say God loves me out loud

