
                                                                    Missed Opportunities 

Did you ever think about wanting to do something and you let it slip by?  You were too busy, too involved, 

work was too much, the timing just was not right.  I have been there. Now I have other limitations, and the 

problem of being 85. The things delayed turn out to be the things denied.  I always wanted to go on a Mission 

trip, but the timing was never right.  I always wanted to travel to far off places and did have the joy of going to 

Israel but not to Africa (unless Egypt counts) or China or Japan.  I wanted to go back to school but by the time I 

had the time and resources it was too much, and I was not really motivated anymore although I did take some 

classes at a Community College.  Now it is too late for many of those things.  Although, travel, but shorter 

destinations are still a possibility but not in the middle of a pandemic.  I did get to enjoy a cruise and train trips 

and trips by air.  God has been good to me with the opportunities offered. But have I told him “no” when he 

called me to other pursuits?  Have I heard him calling and closed my ears? I have always had a “job” in 

church.  Whether it was Pastor Parish, Administrative Board, Council on Ministries, Religion and Race 

Committee, Ushering, Prayer Ministry, Stephen Ministry, Communion, or any of the other areas I served in, I 

always believed in being involved.  But has it been what God had called me to do? I recall a time when I 

thought of Ministry but quickly dismissed it, or all the times when I wrote poetry but never took it seriously, or 

I thought of giving children the joy of reading and thought no more about it.   Do we ever know the answer to 

that question, what has God called us to, or is it revealed when we stand before the throne? 

All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their 
darkness bright. Who will bear My light to them? Whom shall I send? Here I am Lord, Is it I 
Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. I will go Lord if You lead me. 
By Dan Shutte 

Three times the Lord had called Samuel.  1 Samuel 3-8-10 The Lord called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got 

up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So, 

Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, if he calls you, say,” Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”  So Samuel 

went and lay down in his place. The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” 

Lord, we thank you for the day and for the challenges we face.  May we know that those challenges only serve 

to draw us closer to you and your constant love.  Be with those who mourn, those who face illness, those who 

are alone.  Give us strength to face the day and hope for tomorrow.  Be with our Pastor, bless him, his family 

and bless his ministry.  Be with our staff and leaders give them strength and wisdom.  May all we do be 

acceptable in your sight, Oh Lord, our strength and redeemer. Amen 

Grace Epperson 

 


