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'Tis the season to be jolly,
Fa la la la la la la la la
This is such a fun song to sing at this
time each year. It is enjoyed in many
Christmas movies including “A
Christmas Story.” I think one of my
favorite traditions is listening to
Christmas music while putting up the
Christmas tree and decorating it.
The trees are up at Church. Charlotte
and Rachelle worked on putting the
tree up in the Sanctuary that you can
see in our worship service on Sunday
mornings. They also put a tree up
outside the office windows so it can be
seen while they work. There is also a
new tree this year in the entryway into
the building. That tree is lit all the
time. If you drive by the building, you
can see the tree in the window during
the day and at night.
I know 2020 has been a crazy, messed up year. I know many of our
normal traditions are not happening this year. I know we could all
choose to be like Scrooge this year and say, “Bah Humbug” to it all. I
am going to choose joy. I am going to choose hope. I am going to
choose to do as many traditions as I can and even create new traditions
along the way.
My hope for all is that you can "deck your halls" and find your jolly this
holiday season.

2021 Calendars
We have 2021 calendars available for pick up in
the office that were provided by Sullivan
Brothers Funeral Home. You may stop in to
pick up a calendar during church office hours.
There are available on a first come, first serve
basis until supplies run out. Sorry, we are not
able to mail these calendars.

2021 Offering Envelopes
Your 2021 offering envelopes are ready and may
be picked up in the office during regular office
hours. The office is open from 8am-4pm
Monday-Thursday and from 8am-2pm on
Fridays. If you already know that you cannot
make it in to pick up your envelope in person
please contact the office by phone or e-mail
charlotte@uticaumc.org and we can get those
out in the mail to you. Envelopes not picked up
by December 15th will be mailed out to you at
that time.

Holiday Families
Hallelujah! We have made our goal for the amount
we wanted to spend on gift cards for our holiday
families. Thank you to everyone who donated to
help give someone else a Merry Christmas this year.
All remaining funds received will be put into our
Friend in Need fund.
The Friend in Need fund is used at the Pastor's
discretion to help those in need with items not
related to food.
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The Brown Bag
Have you ever stopped at a light or stop sign and noticed a homeless person with a
sign asking for food. What did you think? What did you do? Did you turn your head
and try to ignore them? Like most people you probably waited for the light to change
and drove away. How did you feel that you did not help the person, after all we are
Christians and are expected to help others. We have all read the scripture that says
“for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink”... The King will reply “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me”. (Matthew 25: 35-40). This has
been a difficult year for everyone, but it has been extremely difficult for the homeless.
We have all heard the saying to “brown bag it”, referring to carrying our own lunch
instead of buying it. Well, get out the brown bags. Here is a suggestion that might
work for you. Keep a brown lunch bag in your car with the words PRAISE GOD on it
and fill it with some things that might help someone. Things you could put in the bag
could be granola bars, peanut butter crackers, certificates, candy, water, mask, your
favorite scripture, use your imagination. When you stop and see someone asking for
help, simply smile and give them the bag and say God loves you. Do something
special this Christmas. When you get home get out your Bible and read Proverbs
11:25.

Care Notes
Stephen Ministry has set out some Holiday Care Notes on their table in the Narthex. If
you find you are struggling this season, please stop by during office hours and check out
the holiday care notes that are available to you. They also have a wall of care notes for
all sorts of needs located just above the table.
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PACKAGE DELIVERED
I purchase a lot online from stores. This results in having a lot of stuff delivered. I have not been in a
Department Store in a long time, I miss this, but we do what we have to do during this pandemic. I look
forward to the time when I can actually go into a store and see things in person. Recently, I received an
email that said, “Package delivered.” It had a picture of the package by my front door. Now I was
sitting at the computer by a large window overlooking our small courtyard. The Delivery Truck had to
park in front of the courtyard and the driver had to walk by the window. I saw nothing. It’s like my
peripheral vision does not kick in when I am concentrating on writing or reading or even playing
solitaire (a game which seems very appropriate right now). I thank God for the blessings of the day
each morning these include waking up in a nice warm bed, taking a hot shower, having what I choose
for breakfast, and enjoying the sunshine and calm skies that God has provided, even the snow today
has a quiet beauty. We have just celebrated Thanksgiving and some of us have done this alone, but
with phone and zoom calls and text messages. Others, thanks to the generosity of some, have
celebrated with the food they have received after waiting in long lines. I was astounded at the number
of people that lined up for food in many places. Many said they were down to their last cans of food
and didn’t know what they were going to do. Now Christmas is coming, and the situation is looking
bleak for many. I was a child that grew up without much and it hurts me to see children going without. I
remember how thrilled I was that the elementary school would be offering lunch and then how deflated
I was when I found out it would cost money. Now, children who often received food at school are home
schooled and food is scarce. It’s hard to learn when you are hungry. It’s hard to do anything when you
are hungry. People are in need, children are in need, may we answer in this Christmas season, when
we were given the greatest gift of all, to the needs of those around us. I pray I do not put them in my
peripheral vision but see their need and respond as I am called to do by Christ.
Matthew 25:37-40 Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you? The King
will reply, “I tell you the truth whenever you did it for one of the least of my children, you did it for me.”
Lord, be with us this Advent season, guide us in your ways. We thank you for the blessings we receive,
for food and shelter and especially for your love and guidance. May we answer the call to tend your
sheep, to help those less fortunate, to see the needs of others. Be with those who are suffering illness
and grief, may they be healed. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry, guide him and bless him, keep
him safe. Be with his family, bless them. Be with our church leaders and staff, may they be
strengthened and blessed. Be with our Church family. Be with us as we seek to be the church, may we
be the hands and feet of Christ. Be with our nation help us to be truly united in purpose and deeds. In
Jesus name, Amen
Grace Epperson
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Ministry Team:
Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org
Ministry Leader Intern
Sunwha Hopgood

Office Hours:

Sunday Worship Times:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm Find us on Facebook, Website
Friday 8am-2pm
or YouTube channel for our
Sunday Worship Service at
Phone: 586-731-7667
9am.
Food Pantry available
At this time we are taking a
by appointment only.
break from in person

Contemporary Worship Leader
Deadline Information:
Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org
Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly
Music Ministry
Prayer List, or
David Fox
Announcements should
Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
be submitted by
Choir Director
Wednesday each week.
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net
Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
Communications Director
for announcements and
Rachelle Heldt
prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Electronic Sign
Charlotte Ramsey
or call the office.
charlottte@uticaumc.org
Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org
Sunday Morning Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Our Mission:
Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find
unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
Keeping Connected

gatherings. Please stay safe.
Stay home if you are sick.
Wear a mask when you go
out. Wash your hands or use
sanitizer often.
We will follow John Wesley's
summary of God's directives
to all people - "Do No Harm,
Do Good and Stay in Love
with God!"

Donate Online:
You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!
Visit out website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!
Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).
If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!
We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls.
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