
Christmas Eve at Utica UMC 

Christmas Eve is a very special time at Utica UMC.  It is the time when we gather together to remember 
the gift of a Savior, given by almighty God, who through the cross, grants to each of us the forgiveness of 
sins and everlasting life! 
 
This year has been so very different from past years.  However, your Ministry Team has worked very 
hard to create an on-line Worship experience that is fitting for this great celebration! 
 
The historical Lessons and Carols format forms the basis of our Traditional Christmas Eve Worship this 
year.  Lessons and Carols had its origin at Truro Cathedral (England) on Christmas Eve 1880, when a 
service of scripture and supporting carols was developed by the Bishop of Truro, F. W. Benson.  Some 38 
years later in 1918, this format was adapted for Christmas Eve at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, 
England.  The BBC broadcast from King’s College helped to popularize the Service of Lessons and Carols, 
and it was quickly duplicated by cathedrals and small churches throughout the world.  The heart of the 
service continues to this day – that is, the retelling of the Christian’s story of faith from the fall of Adam 
to the coming of the Word Incarnate. 
 
Many of our members and musicians are involved in this very special Worship event, which at its core, 
are the readings from scripture.  Musically, we will begin our time together, enjoying the Gosbells, as 
they share a recording of a medley of familiar carols.  The carols, to which you will be invited to sing 
along, are past recordings of a full congregation singing mightily with accompaniment from the bells, 
trumpet, and organ.  The Chancel Choir has come together in a safe and socially distant way to 
individually record their voices, that when combined through the amazing use of technology, produces 
an anthem that will be treasured for many years to come.  Their rendition of “Once in Royal David’s 
City” will be premiered on Christmas Eve – and is not something to be missed.  Mer Renne has 
contributed to this special night by making a new recording of the Christmas favorite, “O Holy Night.”  
She offers an awesome rendition of this Christmas classic.  Karen Gilmore spent a significant amount of 
time mastering the handbell tree to record a stunning version of “Now We Sing of Christmas.”  This is 
another Christmas classic presented by ringing the bells with mallets as they hang from a “bell tree.”  
 
The traditional candlelight on-line Worship event will be available on Christmas Eve beginning at 9am. 
 
Blessings to you and yours this Christmas season! 
 


