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On the channel I most watch for local news broadcasts, there is a guy who
“does the weather” that always seems to me like a mother hen who is doing her
best to care for her chicks. He offers lots of tips on things from staying away
from downed power lines when we face high winds. He shares tips on avoiding
too much sun exposure in the summer and ways to prevent frostbite in the
coldest parts of the winter. He is typically “doing the weather” on the weekends.
Iʼve been watching him for years now, and I keep keen to see what new
tips he might have to offer. Iʼve come to appreciate that he has not disappointed
through these many years. He continues to find new tips to share with the
viewers. Iʼll admit, much of what he shares are things I learned many years ago,
but there is something about his caring way that keeps me interested enough to
see what he will share next.
Our bishop has shared twice in the last two weeks regarding keeping the
people of our churches safe during this time. In his latest sharing, he even went
as far as encouraging us all to get our flu shots. I have to admit; I was surprised.
It is the first time I can recall one of our bishopʼs offering us medical advice. Iʼve
read and watched many articles and addresses from our episcopal leaders, but
this one seemed to strike a different chord. In this latest article from our bishop,
I felt the passion he has for the well-being of all of the folks in our churches and
his deep desire that they all remain healthy.
I am thankful for a Bishop who cares enough to come across like a mother
hen caring for her chicks. I am thankful he stepped beyond the role most people
perceive he has to express his desire for us all to remain healthy. If you
sometimes feel my own words come across the same way as the weather guy I
watch or our bishop, please know it is because I care.
Please do all you can to make sure you are taking as many precautions as
possible to remain safe and healthy. Navigating the days, we are living in brings
about a whole new set of challenges. Sealing ourselves off and not interacting
with anyone is not a luxury afforded to most of us, but it doesnʼt excuse any of
us from disregarding wise counsel.
Because of Christ,
Rev. Don

Love Loves and E-Giving
Donations for the Love Loaves in November
may be received through our E-giving portal
through the end of November. At the
beginning of December, you may also give your
donation to the Christmas offering through the
same E-giving site.
If you have not used the E-giving site, you may
find it through our website on the “More” tab.
Just use the dropdown for the “fund” you want
to use.
If you have any questions, please contact
Charlotte in the office for assistance.

2021 Offering Envelopes
Your 2021 offering envelopes are ready and may
be picked up in the office during regular office
hours. The office is open from 8am-4pm
Monday-Thursday and from 8am-2pm on
Fridays. If you already know that you cannot
make it in to pick up your envelope in person
please contact the office by phone or e-mail
charlotte@uticaumc.org and we can get those
out in the mail to you. Envelopes not picked up
by December 15th will be mailed out to you at
that time.

Holiday Families
This year we are supporting 3 families in need of
holiday gifts for their children. Due to the pandemic
we are doing things differently. We are going to be
collecting money from now until December 13th to
purchase gift cards for the children. Their parents
can then use the gift cards to get their kids the gifts
they need. If you are interested in supporting these
families please send in your donation and mark on
the envelope "Friend In Need/Gifts." Let's bring hope
and happiness to these children this year.
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The Patchwork Quilt
Many, many years ago when I was a young girl, I think I was about seven or eight, we had traveled by
Greyhound bus to Pennsylvania to visit my Great Grandmother. While I was there, she showed me her
sewing and what she was working on. She did hand quilting. She told me that she was making me a
doll quilt. She showed me the fabric that would go into the quilt. Some were pieces of fabric from
dresses she had made for my Mother. I was fascinated that she had kept these small pieces of fabric
for all those years and now would be using them for another purpose. As I was thinking about this the
other day and looking at that precious quilt I thought of our lives and how they are made up of the
pieces and events that shape us. There are the good things that bring us joy and the bad things that
bring us sorrow. And sometimes those pieces of our lives are used for another purpose. All are sewn
together by God to make us who we are now. We are His patchwork quilt. Some pieces are incredibly
small while others are bigger and used more than once, but all are sewn together to make the whole
piece. Each piece sewn together make the quilt stronger and more beautiful like our lives. I remember
thinking that my Mother was once a young girl who had a Grandmother that loved and cared about her,
enough to make her dresses, enough to continue a relationship with her when she was 17 and having
her first baby, enough to pass down that love to her last baby, enough to give that child a lasting
reminder of that love in the form of a doll quilt. That is a Grandmother’s love. That is a God inspired
love. I remember holding each of my Children, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren for the first time
and feeling as if my heart would burst with love. That is how God holds each one of us, he dreams for
our future and knows our potential and when we fail, he still loves us as much as he did the moment
we were born.
John 4:11-12 Dear Friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever
seen God, but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
Lord we thank you for those precious souls who touched our lives and gave us examples of your love. I
thank you Lord for that Great Grandmother who touched my life. Thank you for the memory of her
love. Be with those who are suffering, those who are grieving, those who are lost and alone. Be with us
during this Pandemic, give us strength to endure and to do what we must to be safe. Be with our
Pastor, bless his ministry, keep him safe and bless his family. Be with our staff and leadership, may
they be strengthened and may they feel your leading. In Jesus name we pray, Amen
Grace Epperson

Page 3

November 20, 2020

Ministry Team:
Senior Pastor
Reverend Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org
Ministry Leader Intern
Sunwha Hopgood

Office Hours:

Sunday Worship Times:

Mon - Thurs 8am-4pm Find us on Facebook, Website
Friday 8am-2pm
or YouTube channel for our
Sunday Worship Service at
Phone: 586-731-7667
9am.
Food Pantry available
At this time we are taking a
by appointment only.
break from in person

Contemporary Worship Leader
Deadline Information:
Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org
Items for The Weekly
Messenger, The Weekly
Music Ministry
Prayer List, or
David Fox
Announcements should
Organist, Hand Bell & Chancel
be submitted by
Choir Director
Wednesday each week.
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net
Submit to
charlotte@uticaumc.org
Communications Director
for announcements and
Rachelle Heldt
prayer list and to
rachelle@uticaumc.org
rachelle@uticaumc.org
for the Messenger and
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Electronic Sign
Charlotte Ramsey
or call the office.
charlottte@uticaumc.org
Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org
Sunday Morning Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Our Mission:
Inviting people to rely
on Jesus to find
unexpected purpose,
peace and joy.
Keeping Connected

gatherings. Please stay safe.
Stay home if you are sick.
Wear a mask when you go
out. Wash your hands or use
sanitizer often.
We will follow John Wesley's
summary of God's directives
to all people - "Do No Harm,
Do Good and Stay in Love
with God!"

Donate Online:
You can donate online with a
one time gift or set up
automatic donations!
Visit out website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!
Stay in touch with Utica United Methodist Church by checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org), following us on Facebook (Utica United Methodist Church) or
subscribe to our YouTube Channel (Utica Umc).
If you are not signed up for the Weekly Messenger email, you can do so on our website
by clicking on the "More" tab and going to "Weekly Messenger" page to sign up now!
We have an account with both Webex and also with Zoom for groups to meet via
telephone and video calls.
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