
"Transformation"
Transformed by

Grace, Faith and Love
Join us for our emphasis on being:

� Transformed by Grace
� Transformed by Faith
� Transformed by Love

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having
all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every
good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

Grace is not just a prayer at mealtime or a lovely name for a girl. Grace is a
foundational pillar of our faith and understanding grace is essential for us as
God’s people. God’s grace is not something we deserve or have earned. Grace
is a gift that we don’t warrant. Grace is not ours to earn; it is God’s to give.
Faith is not dependent on our circumstances or our abilities. It is dependent

solely on God. What is important is to act in obedience through the faith God
has given us.
Love is God’s nature, and all God does is motivated by love. Despite what we

are, despite what we’ve done, God loves us. It is God, the maker of Heaven and
Earth, who sent his only Son, Jesus, from the glories of heaven to rescue us
from sin and death.
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Save the Date
Sunday, October 4th

@ 2:00 p.m.
2020 Utica/Sterling Heights CROP

Walk
Hosted by

Christ Lutheran Church
12500 Canal Road, Sterling Heights,

Michigan

• Sign-upsbegin Sunday after service -pick up adonation envelope
fromSheila andAlManning (sitting on the lawn)

• On-line donations are encouraged this year. If you take an envelope, a
link is provided to set up your fundraising page.

• There aremanyways for our church to participate - teens canget
credit for service hours or honors society, supportwalkers by

pledging, you canwalk/bike in your neighborhoodor treadmill if you
can''tmake the actualwalk, if you cannotwalk thenbecomea rocker and

get an envelope or rocker form toget sponsors.

• 75%of donations go toChurchWorld Services to alleviate hunger in
poor communities throughout theworld; 25%of donations stay in our
community, going toMacombFoodBank to support local hunger and

poverty fightingprograms.

• Weneed2drivers at rest area to drive peoplewho can''tmake the entire
walk back to the church and to handoutwater -no apples this year.

• Prepackaged refreshmentswill be provided on return toChrist
LutheranChurch.
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Troop 80 will be selling popcorn on Sunday
October 4th after the 9:00am service. They
are limited on product availability. They

will have Salted Carmel Popcorn, Blazin' Hot
Popcorn, Popping Corn Jar, White Cheddar
Popcorn and Carmel Corn bags. Cash,

Credit Card and Check made to Troop 80
are accepted.



A Message from Janet Stone:
Flu season is here. The CDC recommends everyone getting
a flu vaccine. Each year there are different strains of the flu.
This is why it is important to receive a flu vaccine. The best
times to receive a flu vaccine is before the end of October.
You want to be well protected for the winter. There are
several types of flu vaccines out there, so it is important to
speak with your doctor as to which flu vaccine is appropriate
for you. There are multiple locations to receive your vaccine.
You can receive a flu vaccine from your physician, pharmacy
and local Kroger and Meĳer.
This year is especially important to receive the flu vaccine, so
please don't wait. This vaccine not only helps protect YOU,
but everyone else.

Virtual Kids Club Cancelled

We put our best foot forward this year to try to provide
fall programing for our children. Unfortunately with
Covid and remote learning in schools right now, we

have learned that most of our children are tired of being
online. They have to be on computers for school most
of the day and do not want to get back behind a screen
again for church. We will go back to the drawing board
and look for other ways to reach our children as we

navigate this crazy year.
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Trunk or Treat

We are looking at hosting trunk or treat on
Halloween. We want a fun event that our
children can attend. We are still working
out the details but please know that we
would be outside, and social distanced.
Those passing out treats would wear

gloves and have masks on. More details
to follow in the coming weeks.



We Still Need Your Help!!!

Together In Missions is collecting food items this Sunday, September 27. Bring your
donations with you when you come to church on Sunday. The food items will be

delivered to Cass Community Social Services and Baldwin Center. They need: Peanut
Butter, Jelly, Cereal, Soup, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Bottled Water, Brown Lunch Bags,

and individually wrapped snacks (chips, cookies, etc.)
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It's Pie Time Again!

The United Methodist Women are again making apple pies. Anyone willing to
come in and help are more than welcome. You can for an hour or two or for
the whole day. We start at 9:00 and end at 3:00. We will start making them on
Oct. 7th and 8th. We will be social distancing with gloves and masks. We

will also have less people at the tables.
If you want to order pies you can get a form on Sunday mornings or pick one
up at the church office. You can also call Ruth Charlton at 586-731-8477.
Please leave a message if you cannot get a hold of me. We will not be making
a lot of extras so please order. If we need to we will have another work time
later in the month. Thank you in advance for helping with our mission

projects.

Methodist Children's Home Collection Results!
To the congregation of the Utica United Methodist Church:

Thank you, Thank you, and Thank you… what a generous church you are!!
The personal hygiene collection conducted earlier this month brought in a huge
amount of urgently needed supplies for the Methodist Childrenʼs Home Society.
In addition to the items shown in the photo below, monetary donations of $285
were used to supplement the collection even further. TIM volunteers will be
delivering the collection to the MCHS in early October.
May the love behind your generosity be felt by the children who benefit from
these personal hygiene items. We thank you Jesus for your love and may we
continue to share this love with others.
Together In Missions – TIM

Consumable Items:
1. Body wash - 31
2. Shampoo - 16
3. Conditioner - 4
4. Bar soap - 110
5. Hand sanitizer - 47
6. Lotion - 10
7. Toothbrush - 81
8. Tooth paste - 51
9. Dental floss - 5
10. Deodorant - 22

Re-Usable Items:
1. Towels - 36
2. Wash cloths - 30
3. Loofa scrubs - 35
4. Toiletry bags - 17
5. Shower mats - 12
6. Laundry bags -13
7. Toothbrush & soap cases - 7
8. Boxer briefs - 8
9. Socks - 10
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One Rule
“There is so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of us, that it ill
behooves any of us to find fault with the rest of us.” James Truslow Adams.

I had no rules growing up, I was pretty much free to do as I pleased. When a boy asked
me to a movie at a young age (I think I was 13) I told him that I could not go out with boys
until I was 15. Now, I don’t know where I got this from, but I liked this rule. Well, he told
his Mother, who told my Mother. When I came home from school, my Mother was waiting
at the corner. She began screaming at me that I was a liar, and that there was no such
rule, that I would be an old maid and certainly something was wrong with me. I told her
without raising my voice that I thought it was a good rule and one I intended to keep. She
seemed to realize that she had lost this particular war, and never broached the subject
again until she thought I was dating too much, and I told her she was too late. Although
she did talk about me within my hearing as being a particularly difficult daughter and one
which she would never understand. I had rules when I went into Nurses Training, mostly
on how we conducted ourselves and when we could be out (in by 9 after first year, except
on weekends, then one midnight and one overnight (home only) or one 2 a.m.), first year
study from 7 to 9 pm every night except Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, room kept clean
and bed made every day, on time for class and work. Rules gave me stability, a feeling of
safety, and a feeling that someone was watching out for me. Jesus gave us two rules
which he called the greatest commandment: Mark 12:29-31 “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, “is this: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these.”

Dear Lord, we have strayed too often from our path, we have not loved as we should and
we have forgotten who we are, your children. Be with those who are grieving, those who
are ill, those who are lost, those who have sinned and seek your forgiveness. Be with our
church, keep us together even as we cannot be gathered in our building, be with us in the
parking lot, in our homes and wherever we turn to you for forgiveness and mercy. May we
be the hands and feet of Christ wherever we are. Be with our Pastor and his family. Bless
his ministry. Be with our church staff and leaders, bless their work and strengthen their
faith. Be with our families and loved ones, may they feel your presence. May we look
around us and see your unbounded goodness and mercy. It is in the name of Jesus we
pray. Amen.

Grace Epperson



rachelle@uticaumc.org
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The weekly messenger will
be sent on Friday's.

Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org

Charlotte Ramsey
charlotte@uticaumc.org
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