
"Better For Our Children"
6-7 “But if you give them a hard time, bullying or taking
advantage of their simple trust, youʼll soon wish you hadnʼt.
Youʼd be better off dropped in the middle of the lake with a
millstone around your neck. Doom to the world for giving these
God-believing children a hard time! Hard times are inevitable,
but you donʼt have to make it worse—and itʼs doomsday to you
if you do. Matthew 18:6-7 The Message
One of the things I seem to find myself doing, even during these
times, is to watch how parents interact with their children. I
suspect part of my interest is in a nostalgic vein. I truly
cherished time with our daughter, and still do.
I learned when she was quite young that she was keyed into my
mood, and that a cross glance could deeply affect her. Because
of her sensitivity to how I interacted with her, I believe I was
careful to use strong tones in a sparing manner. I was
challenged many years ago as to whether I would end up raising
a wimp. Not only did that not happen, but our daughter grew up
to be a champion for those who have no one else to stand up for
them!
I am frequently impressed with the patience our daughter has
with her children. She isnʼt given to stormy displays of anger,
but carefully and patiently offers correction when needed, all
while explaining why she is doing it. These skills are so very
much needed in those who are blessed to be parents today.
Godʼs word has more to say about raising children than “spare
the rod, spoil the child.” Children sense the frustration of the
days we are living in. Godʼs word calls us to do better for our
children. Letʼs be sure to keep the positive modeling of faith,
character, and a forgiving spirit before our children.
Because Christ Loves,
Rev. Don
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Save the Date
Sunday, October 4th

@ 2:00 p.m.
2020 Utica/Sterling Heights CROP

Walk
Hosted by

Christ Lutheran Church
12500 Canal Road, Sterling Heights,

Michigan

On-line Walker registration and Donation
information will be forthcoming.

Blood Drive
We are scheduled to host a blood drive

here at Utica UMC in our Fellowship
Hall on Tuesday, September 8, 2020

from 12:00-6:00pm. You have to make
an appointment to give blood. Go to

www.redcross.org and search for
September 8 and our church to

schedule your appointment.
NO WALK-INS WILL BE TAKEN!

Computer Help Needed
We are working on live streaming our services on Sunday morning. Currently we are

recording both an audio and video file and are putting them together to produce a
video of the service. To be able to live stream the service we need volunteers to learn

how to use the streaming program, set it up on Sunday morning and run the live
stream. We are looking for someone with some computer knowledge especially if you
are familiar with Apple products. Please contact me at rachelle@uticaumc.org or call

the church office 586-731-7667 if you are interested.
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Methodist Children’s Home – Personal Hygiene Drive
The Last Sunday to collect is this Sunday September 6, 2020. Bring your items with
you to church and hand them to the greeters under the portico as you come in for
service.

Thank you,
Utica UMC – Together In Mission (TIM)

“Wish List” of Personal Hygiene Items
Consumable Items:

1. Body wash (sensitive skin brand)
2. Shampoo & conditioner (2 in 1)

3. Bar soap
4. Hand sanitizer

5. Lotion
6. Toothbrush & tooth paste

Re-Usable Items:
7. Towels

8. Wash cloths
9. Loofa scrubs
10. Toiletry bags

11. Bathroom / shower mats
12. Laundry bags (net or canvas with drawstring)

----------------------------------------
Financial donations also welcome

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The UMM's annual golf outing was held on August 22 at Sanctuary Lake Golf
Course and was a big success. We had 20 golfers and raised $575 for UMM's
general fund. This annual golf outing has truly become an outreach event. Out of
the 20 golfers only 4 are current members, some are past members. The winning
team was led by Geoff Pelton, his team mates were Scott Pelton, Jonah Ings, and
Chris Blake. The Closest to the Pin winners Al Manning and Joe Badamo (friend
of Jim Miller).
A special thanks to Rochester Hills Chrysler (Al Laity), Muriel and Mirian Lenz,
Mark Nesbitt and his son Chris, and Gary Taylor for their special financial
support. This is the 3rd year we have played at Sanctuary Lake and look forward
to playing again next year. Also a special thanks to Aaron Konold for hosting the
event and providing us with some generous gifts.

Al Manning
UMM member and golf event organizer
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Lost again
Two weeks ago, I wrote of the frustration of losing my new Driver’s License. This week I
lost my car keys but it wasn’t my fault. I had a Doctor’s appointment at Troy Beaumont.
Parking is not a good experience at this location, so I was happy to see Valet Parking was
back. There was only one attendant working and she was very busy. She saw me, took
my name, and told me to leave the keys in the car and she would park it after she parked
the car ahead of me. I did as I was told and went to my appointment. When I returned
about 30 minutes later, she went to get my car as I watched her. She was in my car but
then left it and ran down the valet parking area. Then returned and said, “It was a Buick,
right?” and went in the office. She then came out and asked me to come in and identify
my keys on the board. I went in and my keys were not on the board. I went through a
bunch of keys on the counter and could not find my keys. She was becoming very upset, I
told her to take a deep breath and be calm, which she did. She asked if I had a spare key
with me, I said yes but I wanted the key fob she had taken. She then called for help while
she went back to the lot searching for my keys. I waited some more and finally went back
to the office and she was filling out a form. The keys had been left in someone else’s car
and she was sure that they would be found and returned. I older, wiser, and somewhat
jaded by life’s experiences was not so optimistic. If the keys are not returned within three
days, they are to replace them. She returned the parking fee and the tip, but I really
wanted my keys. I still await the phone call telling me that my keys have been found. So
once again I am reminded of all that is lost, especially those who don’t follow Jesus. I
have been lost and found. Faith did not come easily to me. I believed in a vengeful God. A
God who would take a Brother from me, a God who would seek retribution on me
whenever anything bad happened, a God who would not answer my nightly prayer to join
that Brother. It took Polio to turn me around. When I first felt God calling me to go to
church, it became “Not this Sunday, maybe next Sunday.” It took 3 years until I finally
answered that call. It was then that I found grace and Grace found God. A forgiving,
redeeming God of love.

Luke 15:3-7 Then Jesus told them this parable: Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep
and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after
the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders
and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors and says, “Rejoice with me, I have
found my lost sheep.” I tell you that there will be more rejoicing in Heaven over one sinner
that repents then over ninety-nine righteous persons that do not need to repent.

Lord, forgive us when we fail, be with us when we strive to be better. Be with those who
are grieving, with those that are ill, and those who are lost. Bless our church as we seek to
be the hands and feet of Jesus. Lord our country is in turmoil and we seek your help and
guidance. We pray Lord for relief from this Pandemic and may these days bring us a
renewed appreciation for our tomorrows. Be with our Pastor and his family, keep them
safe. Bless his ministry and give him strength for the day and vision for tomorrow. Be with
our Staff and Leaders, give them wisdom and courage. We pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen

Grace Epperson



rachelle@uticaumc.org
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The weekly messenger will
be sent on Friday's.

Mer Renne
mer@uticaumc.org

Charlotte Ramsey
charlotte@uticaumc.org
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