
Looking Forward 

Someday this Pandemic will be over.  We look forward to that time. A time when we return to 
“normal.”  We don’t know when it will come, the predictions are erratic. After all we are fighting a new 
virus. We are familiar with the rules during the Fall and Winter when we have to be careful and not shake 
hands and hug but that is transitory.  This is going on during a time when we are normally having get-
togethers and graduation parties, and weddings and receptions and going to the beach.  This is not 
normal, and we don’t know when it will ever be normal again.  We have gone through these times before 
during the Great Depression and during World War 11.  Even during Vietnam, things were not 
normal.  We were divided then but not as badly as we are now.  And we weren’t dealing with a 
Recession.  As I was thinking about this, I thought of the Disciples.  Their normal had been having a 
Leader who took on the role of teaching them and they followed.  Suddenly they were alone and did not 
know what to do next.  Jesus found them, in a room with the door locked, waiting, alone and 
insecure.  He appeared to them.  He gave them the same assurance that he gives us today.  He was 
going ahead of them, he would be with them and he was sending them the Holy Spirit that would be 
with them always. He has given us all that gift.  Sometimes life is just too rough, the road is too long, the 
struggle too hard but there is one who is with us.  We can rely on Jesus, he sees our need and hears our 
pleas.  We have all had times in our lives when we were lost and afraid, but Jesus hears us and will give 
us the strength to carry on.  We take life one day at a time and we don’t worry about the tomorrows 
because God is with us.  Meanwhile we do what we have to, we wear the mask, we wash our hands, we 
maintain distance, we are careful about ourselves and others and we obey the commandment to love 
each other.  

John 20:19-23 On the evening of that first day of the week when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
after he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord. Again, Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me. I am sending you.” And with 
that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 
forgiven; If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Lord, be with us we pray, may we feel your love and forgiveness in our lives.  Lord we are living in a 
difficult time with a Pandemic, unemployment, people are suffering, we are a divided nation. Please be 
with us and heal our wounds. May we be more “Christ like” and forgive and accept each other. Be with 
our church as we seek a return to normal, help us to do this with patience and understanding and safely. 
Be with our Pastor, bless his Ministry as he leads us. Give him strength for the journey and your 
guidance. Be with our Staff and Leadership, guide them and give them your courage.  May we all 
know   we do not walk this journey alone but that you are with us through it all. Be with those who are 
suffering with illness, grief, and worry.  We pray in Jesus name. Amen 
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