
A Word From the Pastor:
What About Easter??

Can I let you in on something? I am a sucker for Christmas movies. I find
encouragement in how a town comes together, or relationships are mended, or
some adversity is overcome, and Christmas gets saved. Yes, I know, this
makes me a sentimental guy. What can I say? I’m flawed.
There aren’t as many movies about Easter as there are Christmas. One I found
online was titled, The Dog Who Saved Easter -I give it a ‘maybe’. Perhaps if
there were more movies about saving Easter, I would feel more prepared to
suggest how we go about it. Or, possibly, we don’t need films about how to save
Easter because Easter is all tied up in God’s plan to save us?
The governor’s executive order (as it currently stands) runs through April
13th. This means we won’t be gathering here at our church to celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord. We will celebrate Easter on April 12th! We will lift our
voices to sing of how our Lord has beaten the grave. We will hear God’s word,
and we will contemplate what such great good news means in our lives, and for
every soul God has created. We just won’t do it while gathered at our church
building.
I don’t know when we will once again safely, and advisedly gather in our church
building for worship, but it is my plan that when we do, we will celebrate Easter! I
want to join my voice with yours on that Sunday and hear the organ, and the
band fill the worship space with glorious music in praise of our resurrected
savior. Even more than just wanting it, I need it!
Please send me an email if you have ideas of how we can make April 12th a
special celebration. Should we each step outside and sing? Should we each
put some message in our front yard? What shall we do to witness to our
community of the enduring faith we have in Jesus? How shall we help all to
know we serve the one who overcame all of our adversities? I’m excited to get
your email. srpastor@uticaumc.org
The church still goes on. Our Leadership Board will be meeting via WebEx
technology yet this week. Our leaders will be briefed on how we are working to
meet the governor’s executive order, of the current state of our church finances,
and of the energy-saving measures we’ve undertaken, and more.
I look forward to recording a message for you this coming Sunday. If you need
help opening it on your computer, please reach out. (Or, better yet, call your
grandchild, and get them to watch it, too!)
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Don
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Commitments – we all make them. Some are easy to fulfill. Some are challenging to fulfill. Sometimes we
achieve them. Sometimes we don’t. Sometimes we need to change them when assumptions we made about
them change.
The outbreak of coronavirus has affected all of us personally and financially. Who would have thought (even
just a few weeks ago) we would be watching our Sunday services on video and communicating with one
another by phone and email? Yet, we are doing just that.
Even though we are not coming to church on Sunday or during the week for Bible studies and activities, we are
still the church – a body of Christ who nurture and encourage one another in Christian love and faith. A body of
Christ committed to reaching and nurturing our community with the love of Christ.
Even though we are not coming to church on Sunday, Pastor Don and our staff are still working. They are
probably working even harder than before (if that is possible) identifying, implementing, and using different ways
for us to remain connected. We are blessed by each one of them and we are committed to ensuring they
continue to receive their pay checks.
We are being good stewards. We are reducing expenses where possible. We have reduced the heat and
stopped the cleaning service because the building isn’t being used as much. We are looking at what else we
might reduce. We are committed to ensuring our bills our paid.
Here is some information that provides some perspective:

• Typically, our giving is $30,000 - $35,000 a month ($7,500-$8,000 per week).
• Our compensation expenses are about $19,000 a month (staff are paid every other week).
• Our utility and contracted services are about $8,500 a month.
• We are trying to reduce or delay other expenses as much as possible (e.g., office expenses, conference

commitments, insurance, maintenance, program expenses), but some of these are still necessary.
• To meet our annual Operating budget we need approximately $38,400/month ($8,850/week).
• We will continue to be stewards of the resources we receive and look to God for guidance and direction.

We are grateful for those of you who mailed your offerings or used e-Giving over the last two weeks. We hope
and pray that you will continue your financial giving to the church during this time. We also understand that all
of us have been impacted, some more than others.

• If you are receiving the same income you had been, please try to maintain your regular giving, even
though you are not coming to church, by using one of the methods below.

• If you are receiving less income now, please consider estimating what portion of your income you had
been giving each week/month and try to maintain that percentage.

• If you are without income, we are praying for you. Let us know if we can help you in some way.
There are several ways you can give. Please use the way that is most convenient for you.

• E-Giving: www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
• Regular offering envelope: Write a check, add a stamp, and mail it to church.
• E-Banking: Use your personal e-banking to “pay” Utica United Methodist Church.

Additionally, some of our programs are funded by special giving (e.g., MCREST, Easter/Missionaries). We have
added these items to select for e-Giving during the period that these programs may be asking for contributions.
If you are using your regular offering envelopes, you can indicate these on the line marked “Other Offering for.”
Often during our annual stewardship programs, I have heard people share how God has provided for them
during times of need. Some have also shared that when they gave faithfully, God provided for them in ways
they couldn’t even imagine. I am reminded of the scripture in Matthew 6:25-34. “Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat, or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? … So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ ... But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” (NIV)
If you have questions, please feel free to contact me (call 586-731-7667 for more contact info). God is with us.
Please do all you can to remain safe and well.
Peace be with you,
Mary Dolenga, Finance Chairperson

Our Commitment - A Financial Update
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We can still participate in this fun project
while we are at home!!

What to do? Take photos of "life moments"
(it doesn't have to be a selfie!) through the
lens of your camera and post them to our
church's Facebook page. What a great

opportunity for us to stay connected and
maybe even bring us a little closer as we get
a glimpse of everyone's day-to-day life at

home.

To do that, you type in
@UticaUnitedMethodistChurch -this turns

into a link that sends your post to our page-
and type #lifeframe in your post.

We will be creating something very special
out of the pictures gathered.

#Lifeframe Photo Project

Kroger dedicates shopping times for seniors,
expectant mothers and first responders

(FOX 2) - Kroger is adjusting its store hours amid the coronavirus emergency to better accommodate
re-stocking needs, and to also give senior citizens, expectant mothers and first responders the
opportunity to shop without the rush.
Beginning Monday, March 23, Kroger will dedicate the first shopping hour from 7 – 8 a.m. on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays to senior shoppers, expectant mothers, first responders and those with
compromised immune systems.
Additionally, Kroger stores will now close at 9 p.m. to accommodate cleaning and restocking.
Kroger encourages all other customers to shop between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday and from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. all other days of the week.
Kroger pharmacy hours will remain the same and vary by store.
"Kroger wants to provide these groups with the ability to purchase the items they need when fewer
shoppers are present," said Rachel Hurst, corporate affairs manager, The Kroger Co. of Michigan. "We
request that customers respect these hours for the health of our community during this time of
uncertainty. We thank our customers for their kind consideration, which impacted our decision to
provide special hours for seniors and those who are more vulnerable to COVID-19 coronavirus."
Kroger is just one of many national retailers that have adjusted hours amid the coronavirus outbreak
emergency.

SPRING
CLEANING!!

Here are some items
you can throw away

right now!
•Socks with holes in
them or without a
match
•Cardboard boxes
•Last year's calendar
•Old toys
•VHS Tapes
•Extra cords
•Expired food/stale
spices
•Worn out pens/markers
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Free Food Distribution
for Households with Children

Saturday, March 28, 2020
11am to 2pm

New Apostolic Church of Sterling Heights
37800 Utica Rd., Sterling Heights, MI 48312

Households with children who are in need of food
are encouraged to attend our upcoming drive-thru

food distribution sponsored by Gleaners
Community Food Bank.

Please stay in your vehicle to limit
exposure. Groceries will be placed into your trunk

or back seat.Guests without vehicles are
welcome to walk up, but should be prepared to

carry 20-30 pounds or have a cart.
-------

Together with Gleaners Community Food Bank,
we are taking all necessary precautions to

distribute food safely.

Senior Assistance Hotline
for Sterling Heights

The city of Sterling Heights has a new senior
assistance hotline they have put in place.

"Now that Governor Whitmer has communicated
her “stay home, stay safe” executive order

effective at midnight tonight, making sure our
seniors have access to the resources they need

is more important than ever. We’ve established a
hotline at 586-446-2757." -Melanie Davis,

Community Relations Director, City of Sterling
Heights

Volunteer assistance including transportation,
grocery/supply delivery, food and supply sharing,

sharing of internet resources and more
Volunteer assistance with filling out their census
If you are a senior needing assistance, please let

call 586-446-2757 or email cityhall@sterling-
heights.net.

Due to the current circumstances, our church
will not be able to host MCREST this year in
order to keep every safe. However, the Utica
UMC MCREST Team will still be providing
meals to the guests through the MCREST

office. The team will do the shopping, prepping,
and anything else that can be done.

How can you help?
The MCREST team is asking for monetary
donations and/or gift cards from Meĳer or

Kroger.
You can give your donation via our E-Giving

page on our website:
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving

Any extra money will be donated to the program
to help with hotel costs where the guests are

staying.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

Just make sure to select
the MCREST option

from the fund dropdown.
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Grace's Devotional:
"Isolation"

Some of us, the older ones, and those who have been exposed to the virus, have been told to remain
in our homes for 14 days alone without any outside contact other than by phone or social media. This
is a challenge for some of us who are used to being out and about, shopping, eating out, running
errands, and visiting friends. This is how we cope with the isolation that normally comes with aging.
My grandson came over and took out the rubbish on rubbish day; we communicated by phone and
caught up on what was happening with each other. My son brought me groceries and left them in the
garage where I could easily reach them. We then talked on the phone with him standing by his car
over 20 feet away. I was happy to see him, but missed the hugs. The “love you” was still exchanged,
just not the physical hug, but I felt it just the same. My granddaughters and daughter have offered to
help any way they can and have checked on us. Soon we may be on “shelter in place.” This will also
change everything once again, as everyone will be confined to their homes. However, I know that as
long as I have a phone, I will still receive the hugs and the love.
Now I will reveal just how old I am. I remember other times, times of people hoarding, times of
rationing, times of epidemics and enforcement of restrictions. During WWII, we could not buy butter,
meat was restricted, nylons were not available, many food items were scarce and everything from gas
to cigarettes was rationed. This was because of the war effort. We had to provide for those who were
protecting us. I am sure there were those who resented it, I just didn’t know them. We did what we
had to do for our country. During the Polio epidemics we were not allowed to go into large crowds or
to beaches or pools. We knew these rules were to keep us safe. I have to say that during these
epidemics, never did I hear that there weren’t enough Iron Lungs or that Medical people would be
forced to decide who would live or die. My Mother always said, “There are blessings in everything”. I
see that now, with parents reconnecting with their children, cooking together and talking together,
playing games together. Parents homeschooling and all admitting that teachers aren’t paid enough.
We will get through this and we will know that God is with us, in our loss and in our gain. Jesus spent
40 days alone in the wilderness, fasting and praying and then was tempted to abandon his mission
and succumb to the Devil’s rewards. Jesus, in his refusal gave us an example of love and
faithfulness. God will bless us, and he will keep us in his care.
“It is written man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth
of God.” -Matthew 4:4
“In this world you may have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world!” -John
16:33b
Lord be with those who are ill, those who are
suffering, those who are mourning, those who
are separated from loved ones. May they be
comforted. Help us as we continue to be the
church, may we show your love and mercy to
all we meet. May we serve as an example to
others. Be with us when we fail. Be with our
Pastor and bless his ministry. Be with his family
and loved ones. Be with our leaders and staff
and guide them. Help us as we find new ways
to be the church. Inspire us, fill us, lead us. May
we truly be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.
It is in his name we pray. Amen.
Grace Epperson
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Ministry Team:

Can't make it to church or just
looking for a fast and easy
way to give? Donate online
with a one time gift or set up

automatic donations!
Visit our website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel
free to call the office!

Our Sunday Worship
will be available in video
form on our website and
Facebook page on
Sunday morning.

Sunday Worship Times:

Like us on Facebook!

Please call before coming in
to the office.

Phone: (586)731-7667
Our food pantry is still available

by appointment only.

Office Hours:

Items for The Weekly Messenger,
The Weekly Prayer List, or

Announcements must be submitted
by the Sunday prior to posting.
Submit to bmiller@uticaumc.org,
contact the office, or complete a

form in the office.

Deadline Information:
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While all activities
and gatherings are
on pause, please
stay in touch by
following our
Facebook page,

checking our website
(www.uticaumc.org),
and following the
Weekly Messenger.

If you are not signed
up for the Weekly
Messenger email,
you can do so on our
website by clicking
the "More" tab and
going to "Weekly
Messenger".

In addition, we have
set up an account
with Webex for

groups to meet via
telephone and video
calls. We will be sure
to keep everyone
informed as we work
through this time

together.

Classes/Studies

Utica United
Methodist Church
8650 Canal Road,

Sterling Heights, MI
(586) 731-7667

www.UticaUMC.org



a

b

S
T
E
P3 Now that you are

on the homepage,
click "More" (a) and select
"Sermons" (b) from the drop
down.

Find and open your web browser on your
computer or phone. The icon will probably look
like one of the four shown here.S

T
E
P1

S
T
E
P2

S
T
E
P4

S
T
E
P5

How To Watch Our Recorded Worship Services

Type www.uticaumc.org in the address bar
and hit enter on your keyboard. This will bring
you to the screen shown below.

On the Sermons page (shown
here), find the date of the
message you would like to
watch and click on it.

In the new page, scroll down
until you see the video and
click on the play button.
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