
EarthKeepers Project Seeks New Life
UMC Global Ministries | By Christie R. House

The Rev. Adam Burns, an ordained deacon in full
connection with the North Alabama Conference,
encounters many challenges as pastor of the Church of
the Reconciler, a United Methodist mission church in
downtown Birmingham. Members of his congregation
often struggle to find permanent housing and jobs, and
they work hard to stay clean and sober despite their
circumstances.
Burns has worked for eight years with this congregation
that seeks to reimagine ministry with low-income men
and women, some of whom live on the streets. “We hope
to create a path toward employment and an abundant life
so that it is easier to make positive, life-giving choices
than to submit to a drug of choice. We hope to transition the community away
from hopelessness toward embracing an ethic of support, positivity and
encouragement,” Burns said in an interview.
The downtown community is also challenged to find a place to recycle
plastics, even for those who are motivated to do so. While this may seem less
immediate than the struggle to meet basic needs, Church of the Reconciler
hopes to turn this challenge into a benefit for the church and community.
The business of recycling in a community that doesn’t
Burns describes his interest in EarthKeepers as taking place in stages. “I
have always been interested in stewardship of the earth and climate justice,”
he noted, “but felt overwhelmed by the information about what is happening
and the apathy that seems to exist on several levels of our society.” He noted
that becoming a father was what propelled him to get personally involved.
“When my kids get older and ask me why we left them a planet in such a
mess, I can at least tell them what we tried to do.”
“I am usually a glass half-empty sort of person,” Burns admitted, “but I was
inspired.” He Googled “climate change and The United Methodist Church”
and found the Climate Summit that took place in Nashville, Tennessee, last
year. At the summit, he learned about Global Ministries’ EarthKeepers
network of United Methodists concerned about care for the earth and the
environment and experienced a “lightbulb moment.”
Keep reading on page 3.
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Blood Drive Results
Thank you for all of your

lifesaving work!
Total results from 2/11/20:
*Actual Collection: 20
*3 were Power Red Donors!
*1 FIRST TIME DONOR!
*21 Donors Registered

The blood that was collected
will help 60 Hospital patients!

(This is the IMPORTANT
PART) 60 LIVES SAVED

(since every blood donor can
save 3 lives)!

You really made a huge
difference in the lives of those in
need - thank you for being a
HERO to the community! Those
units were so desperately
needed! Thank you for
preventing dangerous blood
shortages! Thank you for all of
your hard work on this life
saving event!!! Great job!!!

Thank you for making the
WORLD a BETTER PLACE!!
Thank you for your kindness
and generosity!!

New Class for Lent
Starting Soon!!

Join Teresa
Winkler with a
new Lent study:
"Entering the
Passion of

Jesus". The first
class will meet
on Sunday,

February 23rd at
9:30am in the
Conference

Room and will continue to meet
until Easter Sunday.

**If you can't make it to the
Sunday class, but would like to
be involved in the study, there
will be a Tuesday class that
would potentially start on
February 18th at 11am -

depending on interest. If that is
something that works better for
you, there will be sign up sheets

outside of both services.

To our church family,
We have felt your prayers
strengthen and sustain us,
and have been uplifted by
your cards and kind words of
comfort. What a blessing to be
surrounded by so much love
at this very difficult time (the
passing Alice - my mom, the
kids' grandma). THANK
YOU for caring.
-The Van Tuyl & Christensen
families

HelpingEveryoneCreateTrust InChrist

YOUTH

The Youth will be visiting the
Belle Isle Aquarium on Sunday,
March 8th, after church. If your
child (6th grade - 12th grade) is
interested in going, please
contact Suzy Palmer

(suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org)
for the permission slip.

Permission slips must be
submitted by February 23rd.

FEILD TRIP to
Belle Isle Aquarium

ROMEO UMC FISH FRY

Romeo UMC's annual fish fry
will be happening again during
Lent. If you are interested in
going, the dates are as follows:

Friday, March 13th
Friday, March 20th
Friday, March 27th
Friday, April 3rd

4:30pm - 7:00pm
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Why not unite EarthKeeping and climate justice with the marginalized community he serves?
Most well-meaning people and church programs start ministry with the poor by treating marginalized populations
as if they are unable to do anything for themselves. “But a marginalized community is an untapped resource,”
Burns explained, “with creativity and skills. There is no reason this community could not help Birmingham and
contribute to its well-being.”
The men and women he encounters in the community are already creative and hardworking, he says. About 80
percent of his congregation live on the streets around the church. They have come for referrals or services, looking
for shelter or access to health care. They return for worship on Sunday and Bible study or other small-group
meetings during the week.
The congregation and some volunteers and partners identified waste management as a problem in the city. In fact,
according to Dennis Pillion of AL.com, Alabama has one of the largest recycling plants in the world, KW Plastics in
Troy, but it doesn’t recycle enough plastic within the state to supply its manufacturing needs. In fact, Alabama still
buries much of its discarded plastic. This means KW ships recycled plastic from California, New England, as far
away as Europe, to get the volume of plastics it needs to produce the pellets manufacturers use to make bottles
and other containers.
While affluent communities enjoy curbside pick-up for recycle, lower-income areas, like those in downtown
Birmingham, have no such service. Step-by-step, Church of the Reconciler has started planning its new venture.
Partnering and sharing resources
After receiving further training and joining EarthKeepers last year, Burns was approved for a modest Global
Ministries’ EarthKeepers grant to get the recycling project up and running. In addition to his M.Div., from Iliff School
of Theology in Denver, Burns also earned bachelor and master degrees in economics from the University of
Alabama.
The Rev. Jenny Phillips, Global Ministries’ senior technical advisor for Environmental Sustainability and director of
the EarthKeepers program, said that plastic waste is a global problem that impacts United Methodists around the
world. “Church of the Reconciler is creating a path for churches to address the waste and serve vulnerable
populations at the same time. The recycling project is a terrific example of how integrating creation care into
mission and ministry strengthens communities,” she commented.
A consistent volunteer from another UMC, Mollie Erickson, researched methods for processing recycled material
and found Precious Plastics. Its open source plans allow anyone to design recycling equipment, such as the
shredder the church is now using and an extruder that reforms the plastic.
Currently, Church of the Reconciler has established a collection station behind the church. Some members collect
plastics, and they’ve also asked housing projects and other churches for help. They recycle #1 and #2 plastics,
which they hope to shred, melt and reform to create new products.
Few places will take #5 plastic, but KW Plastics uses #5 to make paint buckets. If the church can establish
infrastructure to collect, store and bind 40,000 lbs. of #5, KW Plastics will come and get it – and pay for it.
“We believe that God believes you should have an abundant life,” Burns explained. “If you are here all day wasting
your life drinking and doing drugs – you’re missing the opportunity to experience a much fuller existence. We
encourage people to come in and help us or talk about why they are not working, so we can direct them to
resources.” At this stage, only a few positions are available for sorting and shredding, but eventually, once they get
a return on their collections, opportunities will expand.
Though he says that much of the project is still in the idea stage, the church is making progress. It’s a big change
for this mission church, supported by the conference and partner churches, in how it sees itself and its ministry.
Church of the Reconciler was a new church start 25 years ago. A lot of “stuff” has been given away to community
members over those years, but that model of ministry didn’t transform the church or the community.
Burns concluded: “When people need a real job, we hope to be an incubator of job skills and employment
opportunities. We will also need to rehabilitate the work ethic in this community – to build up members’ abilities to
hold jobs, meet deadlines, follow-through with tasks. We plan to put that process in the church and come up with
something beautiful.”
Christie R. House is a consultant writer and editor with Global Ministries.

EarthKeepers Project Seeks New Life, Cont'd
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Grace's Devotional:
"The Unaccepted"

Last week Pastor Don gave an excellent sermon at 9:30. It was so good, I wanted to hear
it again. I had taken notes -which I often do. I then went to the service at 11:00 and
added to my notes. I wanted to hear it again. It spoke to me in so many ways. At the 11
a.m. service he added 2 questions to be discussed. When were you unaccepted and
when were you accepted? I did not have to think hard about this.
When I was in 7th grade, I was grieving for my Brother who had died in June. I was
absent a lot and my best friend from birth found other friends. I did not fit into her group
and I did not fit in anywhere. I felt alone and very unaccepted. It was something that
would take me 3 years to overcome. A very lonely time. When I was 15, I went to a
small church and when I walked in, an elderly woman took me to sit with her. She
showed me the hymnal and the bulletin and led me through the service. She was so very
kind to me and made me feel accepted. The whole church did. They embraced me and
began my journey as a Christian.
I talked with a dear friend after the service and we discussed the stigma and loneliness of
being the only one who is different in a room and how we learn from that. It helps us to
reach out to the loners and the “different.” We know what it is like to be the one sitting
alone. Years ago, there was a young girl at church whose parents were divorcing. She
would often stand alone, apart from everyone. I would talk to her about what color her
hair was that week and I looked forward to our chats. She grew up and moved away. I
recently saw her, and we embraced. The bond was still there. She added to my life and I
hope I added to hers.
Christ accepts us where we are and who we are. He is always with us; we are not alone.
The bible expresses this in so many ways. Christ healed the lame, the outcasts and the
sinful, and he will heal us. The 23rd Psalm speaks to us about God’s faithfulness.

Psalm 23: "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down
in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides
me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and
staff they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever."

Lord, thank you for your presence in our lives, for your constant love and forgiveness. Be
with our church, be with those who are ill and those who are grieving. May they feel your
strength lifting them up. Be with our country, Lord, may we learn to love and respect each
other and find our way to you. Be with our Pastor, bless his ministry and his family, and
be with our staff and leaders, may they be strengthened, and may they feel you in their
lives. Bless our church, may we be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ in our actions and
in our lives. Amen
Grace Epperson
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Sunday, February 16th
BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY - Library

8:45am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary
9:00am - Fellowship Time - Parlor

9:30am - Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:30am - Youth/Teen Sunday School - Room 106

9:45am - Children's Sunday School - Rooms 304 & 305
10:30am - Fellowship & Coffee - Parlor

11:00am - Contemporary Worship Service - Fellowship Hall

Monday, February 17th
10:00am - Commit To Be Fit - Room 301

1:00pm - Prayer Quilting - Conference Room
6pm - Women's Emmaus 4th Day Meeting - Library

6:30pm - Church Unique - Room 302
6:45pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Music Room

7pm - "Into the Word" Adult Study - Conference Room
7:45pm - Gosbells Rehearsal - Music Room

Tuesday, February 18th
1:00pm - Harmony Circle (A UMW Group) - Library

6:00pm - Together In Mission (TIM) Meeting - Room 301
7:30pm - ACOA (Adult Children of Alcoholics) - Room 104

Wednesday, February 19th
NO KIDS CLUB THIS WEEK

10:00am - Faith Circle (A UMW Group) - Room 104
6:30pm Men and Women's Step Studies - Room 104 & Library

6:30pm - Wednesday Adult Bible Study - Board Room
7:30pm - Worship Band Practice - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, February 20th
10:00am - Commit to be Fit - Room 301

11:00am - Women's Emmaus 4th Day Meeting - Library
12:00pm - Food for Body & Soul (Bible Study) - Conference Room

6:30pm - Stephen Ministry Meeting - Board Room
6:30pm - Celebrate Recovery - Fellowship Hall
6:30pm - Celebration Place - Room 305

7:00pm - Thursday Adult Bible Study - Room 302

Saturday, February 22nd
9:00am - Ruth's Knit & Stitch - Conference Room

This Week's Calendar
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Our Mission:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for

the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:

To reach and nurture our community
with the love of Christ.

Rev. Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel

Choirs Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Christopher Heldt, Contemporary
Worship Leader

chris.heldt@uticaumc.org

Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer

suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director
Beth Miller

bmiller@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlotte@uticaumc.org

Custodian
Rachelle Heldt

Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Ministry Team:

Can't make it to church or just
looking for a fast and easy
way to give? Donate online
with a one time gift or set up

automatic donations!
Visit our website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel

free to call the office!

9:30 AM
with Organ, Choir and

Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00 AM
with our Worship Band

in Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Times:

Like us on Facebook!

Monday-Thursday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

Phone: (586)731-7667

Office Hours:

Items for The Weekly Messenger,
The Weekly Prayer List, or

Announcements must be submitted
by the Sunday prior to posting.
Submit to bmiller@uticaumc.org,
contact the office, or complete a

form in the office.

Deadline Information:
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Food For Body & Soul
Thursdays at 12:00pm
in the Conf. Room
Bring your lunch and study the
word of the bible with others!
The current focus will be the
book of John.

Wednesday Night Study
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
in the Conf. Room
New book starting soon! See
Cookie Miller for info!

Thursday Night Study
Thursdays at 7:00pm
in Room 302
Join this class for a study of the
book of Hebrews. Have some
good fellowship, a bit of fun and
a better understanding of Bible
times and the teachings of our
Lord. All are welcome regardless
of bible knowledge!

"Into The Word" Bible Study
Mondays at 7:00pm
in the Conf. Room
This study will focus on the book
of Ephesians. Contact Sharon
Van Tuyl or the office for
questions.

Commit To Be Fit
Mondays & Thursdays
10am-11am in room 301
Follow along to fitness videos
with others. Includes variety of
chair aerobics, strength training,
and stretching.

Celebrate Recovery
Step Studies
Wednesdays
6:30pm in room 104
This is a Celebrate Recovery
class. Speak with Bob or Patsy
Clark if you are interested.

Classes/Studies

Utica United
Methodist Church
8650 Canal Road,

Sterling Heights, MI
(586) 731-7667

www.UticaUMC.org
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