
Weekly Message
from Rev. Don Gotham

Do you ever have something coming up in your life, which
causes you to be excited thinking of its arrival? I'm in that
situation as I look forward to our worship series for advent.
Our series is titled, "Heaven and Nature Sing! 300 years
of Joy to the World. Yes, the treasured hymn, “Joy to the
World," has been around now for 300 years.

This advent season, we will consider joy, and its intended
purpose in our lives. With the first week of advent, we will
explore Hopeful Joy. In the weeks to follow, we will
consider Loving Joy, Unabashed Joy, Peaceful Joy. On
Christmas Eve, we will take a look at Incarnate Joy.
Finally, we will close our series on December 29th by
considering Compassionate Joy.

Theresa Manning will be leading a study during this time
to augment the series, with a book study on Ann
Voskamp’s book, One Thousand Gifts. Theresa will
conduct these studies on Sunday mornings during the
9:30 service, and another morning during the week. Look
to next week's Messenger for further details on the study.

Through our series this advent, I hope we will all find the
courage to pursue joy because happiness will never be
enough for our hearts. Still, joy will lead and feed us even
when life brings its many challenges.

Anticipating Blessings,

Rev. Don

November 15, 2019
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Every year, Baldwin Center
hosts a Thanksgiving meal at
their Soup Kitchen. Our church
has been the sole provider of
pies for this meal for nearly 30
years!
Please help us continue this
tradition by bringing in a pie (or
2) to the church on Saturday,
November 23rd or Sunday,
November 24th.
There is no refrigeration
available, so please bring fruit
or pumpkin pies - no cream
pies.
Pies will be taken to the Soup
Kitchen in the afternoon of
November 24th.

Thanksgiving Pies for 'Appreciation is a holy thing':
A Lesson from Mr. Rogers

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino*
“I believe that appreciation is a
holy thing,” Fred Rogers said as
he opened his 2001
commencement speech at
Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, “that
when we look for what's best in
the person we happen to be
with at the moment, we're doing
what God does. So, in loving
and appreciating our neighbor,
we're participating in something
truly sacred.” You can read the
speech here.
In the image of God
The Presbyterian pastor is
remembered by many United
Methodists as the host of Mister
Roger’s Neighborhood, which
debuted in 1968. He's the
subject of a documentary in
2018 and a 2019 movie starting
Tom Hanks. Fred Rogers made
his mark in the special way he
modeled love and acceptance
of others. His messages
reflect an important part of our
faith. In the beginning of our
story, we read,
"God created humanity in
God’s own image, in the
divine image God created
them, male and female God
created them."

(Genesis 1:27, CEB)
Sometimes, however, we seem
to forget this about the driver
who cut us off on the interstate
this morning, the one with
whom we vehemently disagree
about politics or theology, the
neighbor across the street or on
the other side of the globe with
a different culture and religion,
and the person whose

experience I simply do not
understand.
Each one of them is created in
the divine image.

By his words and actions, Mr.
Rogers (r) taught that when we
appreciate our neighbors, “We’re
doing what God does.” Photo by
Dr. François S. Clemmons (l) [CC
BY-SA 4.0], from Wikimedia
Commons.

A choice
Mr. Rogers invites us to make
the choice to appreciate each
person in our lives, to look for
what’s best in him or her. When
we do, he said, “We’re doing
what God does.”
Jesus showed us what this
looks like. Where others saw a
shady tax collector, Jesus saw
Zacchaeus. Where neighbors
defined a woman by her
questionable reputation, Jesus
saw a spiritually thirsty person.

Fresh Foods for
Families in Need

On Sunday, November 24th,
please consider bringing in fresh
fruits and vegetables to donate
to families in need for their
Thanksgiving meals.

Suggested items are:
*Onions*

*Celery*

Thank you in advance!

*Potatoes*
*Squash*
*Cabbage*
*Lettuce*
*Carrots*
*Apples*
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Year End Operation Fund Update 2019
HELP ENSURE OUR YEAR-END OBLIGATIONS ARE MET

• Through October 31 we have funded nearly 80% of our 2019
Operating Fund expenses. This is slightly behind where we
should be at this point.

• We still require $100,000 to meet our remaining obligations
(salaries, utilities, conference Ministry Shares &
Apportionments, and property upkeep (e.g., plowing the snow!).

• This amount is slightly more than our anticipated monthly giving
for November and December.

• Please ensure your 2019 financial commitment is fulfilled before
the end of the year.

• Please give extra, if you are able, to ensure we meet all our
obligations for 2019. Simply mark “extra” on your offering
envelope or include it on the Operating Fund line.

THANK YOU !

25
%

22
%

78
%

Income
Received
($344,212)

Income Still
Needed
($116,438)

Expenses Paid
($360,874)

Expenses
Remaining
($99,776)

75
%

Income (through October
31)

Expenses (through October
31)

When a man met Jesus’ boat
and identified himself as Legion
because of his many demons,
Jesus noticed the individual.
Time after time, Jesus ignored
labels and addressed the
person. Including us. Despite
the things we have done or not
done, Jesus loves us. He sees
beyond our flaws and those
parts of ourselves that we don’t
like very much.
Today, you and I can choose to
appreciate the people in our
lives. When we see beyond the
labels to the very presence of
God in which each of us are
created, we’re doing what God
does.
*Joe Iovino works for
UMC.org at United Methodist
Communications. Contact
him by email or at 615-312-
3733.
This story was published
August 13, 2018.
(http://www.umc.org/what-
we-believe/appreciation-is-a-
holy-thing-a-lesson-from-mr-
rogers)

'Appreciation is a holy thing':
A Lesson from Mr. Rogers

Continued from page 2
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I have always loved to travel. It was especially fun
when our children were growing up. We took a
vacation every year together and traveled to a lot
of places. They were always good travelers and
enjoyed seeing different parts of the U.S. and
Canada. Our first trip as a family, other than our
yearly trips to Cedar Point, was to Washington D.C.
to see our nation’s capital. They loved the
mountains of Pennsylvania and we decided then
that we would go to Colorado the next year. We
went to Rocky Mountain National Park and then up
Pike’s Peak, and then to Utah to the Grand
Canyon. The next year we went to the Upper
Peninsula and saw the Cascades and Lake
Superior and read Hiawatha. We made sure they
saw all the Great Lakes, how could you live in
Michigan and not see the 5 great lakes, even the
one in Canada with a trip to Toronto. Our last trip
was to California and we traveled the Northern
route there and stayed in Sausalito and then
traveled down the state to Tĳuana with many stops
along the way and then took the Southern route

back. Planning the trips were almost as fun as the travel, because everyone had input into what they
wanted to see. There were some glitches in our travels, the car broke down in between the old and
new strips in Las Vegas, not a nice place but when a rather large gentleman approached the car and
asked my son if he had any “dope,” and then if he wanted to buy a ring, my son stayed cool and
responded, “No sir” to both questions. The tow truck came, and we spent an unexpected day laying in
the sun doing nothing, the car was under warranty and was fixed and we were soon back on track.
One day last week, as I was thinking about the joys of having children and the fun, we had with them
and then grandchildren and what fun that was, and now great grandchildren, I was suddenly overcome
by the most utter feeling of contentment and joy. I realized how good God had been to me. He has
given me so much. I was reminded of the expression, “I asked God for all things so I might enjoy life
and he gave me life so I might enjoy all things.” This week I was once again reminded of that utter joy I
had experienced with Pastor Don’s words on Sunday, “I asked for nothing more, because I realized
God had given me everything,” and that God has given me, “More than we can ask for or imagine.”
Jeremiah 29:11-13 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to
me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”
Lord we thank you that you are our God, that you are with us through the good and the bad. Be with us
each day, may we feel your presence. Be with those who are facing difficult times may they seek you
and feel your comfort. Be with our church, may we be the hands and feet of Christ. Be with our Pastor,
bless his ministry, be with his family, bless them. Be with our staff and leaders, may they feel your
presence in all they do. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.
Grace Epperson

Grace's Weekly Devotional
"Taking A Trip"
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Sunday, November 17th
BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY
(Free BP Checks in the Library)
8:45am Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary
9:00am Fellowship Time - Parlor
9:30am Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:30am Youth/Teen Sunday School - Room 106
9:45am Children's Sunday School - Rooms 304 & 305
10:30am Fellowship & Coffee - Parlor
11:00am Contemporary Worship Service - Fellowship Hall

Monday, November 18th
10:00am Commit To Be Fit - Room 301
1:00pm Prayer Quilting - Conference Room
5:00pm Women's Emmaus 4th Day Meeting - Library
6:45pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Music Room
7:00pm "Into The Word" Bible Study - Conference Room
7:45pm Gosbells Rehearsal - Music Room

Tuesday, November 19th
12:00pm Harmony Circle (UMW) - Library
6:00pm Together In Mission (TIM)- Room 301
7:00pm MS Support - Parlor
7:30pm Adult Children of Alcoholics - Room 104
Wednesday, November 20th
12:00pm Faith Circle (UMW) - Room 104
4:30pm K.I.D.S. Club & H.E.C.T.I.C. Youth
6:30pm Men & Women's Step Studies - Library & Room 105
6:30pm Wednesday Adult Study - Board Room
7:00pm Stephen Ministry Conference - Parlor
7:30pm Worship Band Practice - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, November 21st
10:00am Commit to be Fit - Room 301
11:00am Emmaus 4th Day - Library
12:00pm Food For Body & Soul - Conference Room
6:30pm Stephen Ministry - Board Room
6:30pm Celebrate Recovery - Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Thursday Adult Bible Study - Room 302

Friday, November 22nd
1:00pm Genealogy Studies Group - Library

Saturday, November 23rd
9:00am Church Unique - Room 302
9:00am Ruth's Knit & Stitch - Conference Room

This Week's Calendar

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER



*Used prescription glasses*
*Cancelled Stamps*

*Box Tops for Education*
*Pull tops from canned beverages*
Look for the plastic containers above
the coat racks in the front and back

hallways.

Our Mission:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for

the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:

To reach and nurture our community
with the love of Christ.

Rev. Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel

Choirs Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Christopher Heldt, Contemporary
Worship Leader

chris.heldt@uticaumc.org

Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer

suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director
Beth Miller

bmiller@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlotte@uticaumc.org

Custodian
Rachelle Heldt

Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Ministry Team:

Can't make it to church or just
looking for a fast and easy
way to give your? Donate

online with a one time gift or
set up automatic donations!
Visit our website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel

free to call the office!

9:30 AM
with Organ, Choir and

Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00 AM
with our Worship Band

in Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Times:

Like us on Facebook!

Monday-Thursday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

Phone: (586)731-7667

Office Hours:

Items for The Weekly Messenger,
The Weekly Prayer List, or

Announcements must be submitted
by the Sunday prior to posting.
Submit to bmiller@uticaumc.org,
contact the office, or complete a

form in the office.

Deadline Information:
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Food For Body & Soul
Thursdays
12:00pm in the Conf. Room
Bring your lunch and study the
word of the bible with others! The
current focus will be the book of
John.
Wednesday Night Study
Wednesdays
at 6:30pm in the Conf. Room
This class will be all about prayer
- what is prayer, how to pray, etc...
Join at any time!
Thursday Night Study
Thursdays
7:00pm in Room 302
Join this class for a study of the
book of Hebrews. Have some
good fellowship, a bit of fun and a
better understanding of Bible
times and the teachings of our
Lord. All are welcome regardless
of bible knowledge!
"Into The Word" Bible Study
Mondays
7:00pm in the Conf. Room
This study will focus on the book
of Isaiah. Contact Sharon Van
Tuyl or the office for questions.
Commit To Be Fit
Mondays & Thursdays
10am-11am in room 301
Follow along to fitness videos with
others. Includes variety of chair
aerobics, strength training, and
stretching.
Celebrate Recovery Step Studies
Wednesdays
6:30pm in room 104
This is a Celebrate Recovery
class. Speak with Bob or Patsy
Clark if you are interested.
Genealogy Study:
Fridays at 1pm in the Library
Learn how to study genealogy
with Ray Lake. Bring your own
pens and notebooks! If you
missed the first class, you are still
welcome to join!

Classes/Studies

Utica United
Methodist Church
8650 Canal Road,

Sterling Heights, MI
(586) 731-7667

www.UticaUMC.org
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