
"Living A God-Pleasing Life"

The Live a God-Pleasing Life! Stewardship
program is here!

This month we will be studying the series: “Live a God-
Pleasing Life!” in our worship services. We will discuss faith
as the foundation for stewardship, for it is only through faith
that we can please God. We will delve into the important role
that discipleship holds in our lives as obedient stewards. We
will study the Scriptures to learn how generosity is the
hallmark of grateful stewards responding to the love and
generosity of God.

Here is a daily devotionals booklet which you can use at home
in preparation for the service each week, beginning with the
first Monday reading “Agents of Grace”, for use on Monday
October 7th.

“May the God of peace . . . equip
you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us
what is pleasing to him, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews
13:20, 21).

To get your Devotional booklet, please get one from church or
call the office for one to be sent to you.

October 4, 2019
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In addition, the Missions Committee will once again be passing out
“Love Loaf” cans. Please set the can in a prominent place at home –
the kitchen table, a counter next to your keys, on your dresser. As
you empty your pockets and put away your keys, drop a few coins
into the can.

Your efforts will help to feed the hungry in our community through
programs like Baldwin Soup Kitchen, Cass Avenue Church and
NOAH.
On Thanksgiving weekend, bring
your can back to church and place

the a Harvest Basket.

No one should go hungry the
Holiday Season. Your generosity

makes a difference.

Thank you - Together in Missions

TheWorld Communion Sunday
celebration is on This Sunday.

Your Sunday offering will
graduate racial-ethnic World
Communion Scholarships.
Donations also provide for
undergraduate U.S. Ethnic
Scholarship and Ethnic In-
Service Training programs.

Learn more at
www.umcgiving.org!

Image from thelastwell.com

Water for Liberia
Liberia has a history of two devastating civil wars, wiping out the infrastructure that provided clean water
and sanitation. After many years of fundraising by organizations like WaterAid Global and UMC Water
for Life - Liberia, the majority of Liberians now have a decent water supply.
BUT… 8 out of 10 people have no toilet. Most do their toileting outside instead, contaminating the
ground water and spreading illnesses.
3.7 million people in Liberia are currently without a toilet.
3 out of 10 people do NOT have access to clean, reliable water.
AND… 700 children under the age of 5 die every year from diarrhea.

At Coffee Hour each Sunday from now until Advent you will see a
small display of water bottles and a sign that says “Water for
Liberia”. This is a “static” campaign – meaning there will not be
Mission Moment, no mailings, etc – just a thought and prayer that
you will take a bottle of water and leave a donation to “help us to
help them” enjoy the amenity of clean water and toilets.
Together in Missions thanks you for your help.

Craft Supplies Garage Sale
OCTOBER 12, 2019

10am – 2pm
Utica United Methodist Church

8650 Canal Road – Sterling Heights, Michigan

*No admission charge*

Interestedin rentinga table (or two)?
$20per table

Proceedsfor church building fund

Call Kathy@586.530.4296
Email: buzz727kem@yahoo.com

Comeandshoptables full
of craft supplies

*Scrapbooking*Stamping*Quilting*
Anythingcraft related

Supplies only! Come and shop tables full
of craft supplies:
*Scrapbooking*
*Stamping*
*Quilting*

Anything craft related!!

If you would like to rent a
table, please contact Kathy at
586-530-4296 or email her at:
buzz727kem@yahoo.com

Craft Supplies
Garage Sale

October 12, 2019
10am - 2pm
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What is Celebration Place?
Have you ever thought, “Wouldn’t it be great if we
had a place to give focused time and attention to
our kids who are struggling or simply have
questions on how to deal with life? A place where
we offer support and encouragement, pray with
them and teach them skills to cope with their life
circumstances…?”
Well, Celebration Place is that place!
Celebration Place:
• is a Bible-based support group program for
children aged 5-12 years
• equips children with tools to manage stress
through games, crafts, skits, Bible stories and
memory verses
• provides a safe place to engage in small group
discussions and prayer
• is a 52-week complementary children’s program
to the adult Celebrate Recovery program where
children explore the same truths that bring healing
and wholeness as the adults, but in age
appropriate ways!
We are hoping to be able to launch in January,
however, we need YOUR HELP. Carol Sunman will
be the Celebration Place leader. She has been
trained and currently leads at Stoney. We'll need 3-
4 more committed adults for CP to be successful.
The need is there -say a prayer and if it is in your
heart to work with the children, please reach out!

For further information, contact:

Email: celebrate.recovery@uticaumc.org

Carol Sunman
Celebration Place
Ministry Leader
(586) 726-1808

Robert or Patsy Clark
Celebrate Recovery

Ministry Leaders
(586) 566-1341

The Free Oil Change Ministry (a UUMC Church-
wide ministry) has been providing oil changes to
families who are having financial difficulties since
2014. Over 250 guests have been served in
total -an amazing accomplishment!!
On Saturday, September 28, 2019 we had:
• 61 guests served
• 9 guests requested follow up contact
• 56 individuals participated from Utica-Trinity
Lutheran, King of Kings Lutheran, and Utica UMC,
and Macomb County HHS
Donations and prayers overflowed!
All the work, completed by many volunteers, was
done under the roof of our garage and the roof
over the front doors due to the rain. Without our
volunteers working so hard, this ministry would
not be possible, so THANK YOU to all who
helped.
Stay tuned for Next Year - September 26, 2020!!
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Sunday, October 6th
Registration at 1:30pm

at Christ Lutheran Church
Please mark the date for this
year’s CROP Walk. We will be
partnering with Christ Lutheran
Church again. This year marks
the 50th anniversary of the
CROP Walk. Sign ups will begin
on Sunday, September 8th.

CROP Hunger Walks are
community-wide events
sponsored by Church World
Service and organized by local
congregations or groups to raise
funds to end hunger at home
and around the world.

Hunger is one of the greatest
injustices facing our world, but it
doesn’t have to be this way.
Ending hunger is possible, and it
is possible in our lifetime. You
can help make it happen.

Stand with neighbors in your
community who rely on food
assistance programs. Partner
with parents worldwide as they
ensure a bright future for their
children. Support those
struggling in the face of grinding
poverty and open up new doors
of opportunity for them.

Tens of thousands of CROP
Hunger Walkers are committed
to building a hunger-free world.
Join the movement!

"The Stephen Ministry Network
Conference "will focus on the
care of the human spirit at end-
of-life, the grief journey, and end-
of-life programs and concepts.
The morning will feature
presentations by Teri Turner,
director of pediatrics & clinical
excellence and Keren Monts,
director of grief support services,
both of Hospice of Michigan and
Arbor Hospice. Author Ron Gries
will discuss his book Through
Death to Life in the afternoon,
sharing the story of his journey
through grief in the terminal
stages of his wife, Patty's cancer
diagnosis.

Attendees can expect to leave
the conference with increased
confidence in their ability to
provide comfort in caring for
those facing their final journey." -
HOM.org

Registration is $35 per person
(however, Endowment will pay
$20/person for the first 20 to sign
up). Registration is due by
10/24/19.

If you have an interest in
attending this wonderful
conference, please contact
Sheila Manning at church, or
email Irma Hoops at
hoorobi32@comcast.net

Southeast Michigan
Annual Conference

Saturday,
November 2, 2019

Southfield, MI

2019

Faith
Build

Supported By:

A RALLY DAY
MINISTRY PROJECT

UNITED METHODIST MEN
MMU

UTICA

Volunteers Needed!
Macomb County Habitat for

Humanity is currently working on
their 2019 Faith Build - A new
three bedroom home for a

widowed mother of two in St.
Clair Shores. Supporting this
project by being involved as a
church enables Macomb Habitat

for Humanity to receive
additional funding for building
homes from Thrivent Financial, a
long time supporter of M-HfH.
M-HfH is a continuing "Rally Day

Ministry" sponsored by the
Utica-United Methodist Men's

Fellowship.
October Work Days:

Wednesday, October 9th
Wall Raising

Wednesday, October 16th
Landscape & Shed Build
Saturday, October 12th

Sheeting, windows, ext. doors
Saturday, October 19th

Kitchen Bath Tile
If you are interested in helping
out in any way, please contact

Dave
Tirsell from Habitat for Humanity

via email at
dtirsell@macombhabitat.org or
reach out to Charles White by

phone: at 586-977-7287 or email:
cw-white@sbcglobal.net
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I have often wondered as I have grown older, if I have done
what God wanted me to do. When I had polio and had been
praying to die for some time; I heard a voice from inside me
that said God wanted me to live. I have often pondered since
that time if I accomplished anything with my life. Why did
God want me to live, he must have had a reason. I thought
one day about the Begets from Chronicles and all the people
I have encountered in my 84 years. I saw what I had created,
what had come from me. My children have a deep faith and I
look at the faithful children they have created and then the
Great-grandchildren that have come. Was this my purpose?
Perhaps they have influenced others or been influenced by a
caring teacher or a friend or they have touched someone with
their lives. I don’t know if this was my purpose -to create
kind, considerate and caring beings that will carry on that
promise and touch others with love and kindness. Did the
parents of Mary know what they had created, that from them
would come the Christ? Did the grandparents of Moses know
that a leader touched by God would come from them? Did
the grandparents and great grandparents of Albert Einstein or
Thomas Edison, or Marie Curie, or Martin Luther King, or Clara Barton or Florence
Nightingale or John and Charles Wesley or Francis Asbury, know that from them would come
greatness? We don’t see the fruit of our labor immediately. It takes time for seeds to
become plants and plants to produce fruit. Years ago, I decided to grow grapes. We
ordered the plants and read the directions and planted them. As I was reading how to care
for them, I read the fine print. It takes 3 years for the plants to produce grapes. I would not
be making grape jam soon. We sometimes are the fruit but sometimes we are the plants
who feed and nourish the fruit that is to come. Our lives are nourished not only by where we
came from, our history, but also by those teachers and Pastors and friends who lead us by
encouragement and example. I know that without them I would have fallen and failed a long
time ago. I thank God not only for where I came from but for those who have held me to the
path, the Pastors, the teachers, the community that has kept me accountable.
John 15:1-5 I am the vine, if a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit, apart
from me you can do nothing.
Lord, we do not know your plan for our lives, but we know we can trust you to lead us and
walk with us through this life. Be with those who seek your comfort, who seek your will, you
want to follow you but have worries and doubts. Give them strength and reassurance that
you will not leave them alone that you walk this path with them. Be with those facing difficult
decisions about matters that will change their lives, be with those who have worries about
their health, about those they love, give them your strength and guidance. Be with our
pastor, our staff and our leaders, bless them with your love and assurance. In Jesus name,
Amen.
Grace Epperson

Weekly Devotional
"The Begets"
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Tuesday, October 8th
6:00pm - MOPS (Moms of Preschoolers) - Fellowship Hall
6:30pm - ALS Support - Parlor
7:30pm - Adult Children of Alcoholics - Room 104

Wednesday, October 9th
11:00am - UUMW Executive Meeting - Fellowship Hall
12:00pm - UUMW Monthly Meeting/Potluck Luncheon
4:30pm - K.I.D.S. Club - Fellowship Hall
6:30pm - Adult Study: Prayer - Board Room
6:30pm - CR Step Study Classes - Library/Rm 105
7:30pm - Praise Band Practice - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, October 10th
10:00am - Commit to be Fit - Room 301
11:00am - Women's Emmaus 4th Day - Library
12:00pm - Food for Body & Soul - Conf. Room
6:30pm - Stephen Ministry - Board Roam
6:30pm - Celebrate Recovery - Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Thursday Adult Bible Study - Room 302

Friday, October 11th
1:00pm - Genealogy Study - Library

Saturday, October 12th
9:00am - Ruth's Knit 'n' Stitch - Conference Room
10:00am - Craft Garage Sale - Fellowship Hall

Sunday, October 6th
SPECIAL COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:45am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary
9:30am - Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:30am - Youth/Teen Sunday School - Room 106
9:45am - Children's Sunday School - Rooms 304 & 305
10:30am - Fellowship & Coffee - Parlor
11:00am - Contemporary Service - Fellowship Hall
1:30pm - CROP Walk - Registration at Trinity Lutheran

Monday, October 7th
10:00am - Commit To Be Fit - Room 301
2:00pm - Prayer Quilting - Conference Room
6:00pm - Women's Emmaus 4th Day Meeting - Library
6:45pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Music Room
7:00pm - "Into the Word" Bible Study - Conference Room
7:45am - Gosbells Rehearsal - Music Room

This Week's Calendar
THE WEEKLY MESSENGER



*Used prescription glasses*
*Cancelled Stamps*

*Box Tops for Education*
*Pull tops from canned beverages*
Look for the plastic containers above
the coat racks in the front and back

hallways.

Our Mission:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for

the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:

To reach and nurture our community
with the love of Christ.

Rev. Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel

Choirs Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Christopher Heldt, Contemporary
Worship Leader

chris.heldt@uticaumc.org

Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer

suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director
Beth Miller

bmiller@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlotte@uticaumc.org

Custodian
Rachelle Heldt

Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Ministry Team:

Can't make it to church or just
looking for a fast and easy
way to give your? Donate

online with a one time gift or
set up automatic donations!
Visit our website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel

free to call the office!

9:30 AM
with Organ, Choir and

Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00 AM
with our Worship Band

in Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Times:

Like us on Facebook!

Monday-Thursday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

Phone: (586)731-7667

Office Hours:

Items for The Weekly Messenger,
The Weekly Prayer List, or

Announcements must be submitted
by the Sunday prior to posting.
Submit to bmiller@uticaumc.org,
contact the office, or complete a

form in the office.

Deadline Information:
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Food For Body & Soul
Thursdays
12:00pm in the Conf. Room
Bring your lunch and study the
word of the bible with others! The
current focus will be the book of
John.
Wednesday Night Study
Wednesdays
at 6:30pm in the Conf. Room
This class will be all about prayer
- what is prayer, how to pray, etc...
Join at any time!
Thursday Night Study
Thursdays
7:00pm in Room 302
Join this class for a study of the
book of Hebrews. Have some
good fellowship, a bit of fun and a
better understanding of Bible
times and the teachings of our
Lord. All are welcome regardless
of bible knowledge!
"Into The Word" Bible Study
Mondays
7:00pm in the Conf. Room
This study will focus on the book
of Isaiah. Contact Sharon Van
Tuyl or the office for questions.
Commit To Be Fit
Mondays & Thursdays
10am-11am in room 301
Follow along to fitness videos with
others. Includes variety of chair
aerobics, strength training, and
stretching.
Celebrate Recovery Step Studies
Wednesdays
6:30pm in room 104
This is a Celebrate Recovery
class. Speak with Bob or Patsy
Clark if you are interested.
Genealogy Study:
Fridays at 1pm in the Library
Learn how to study genealogy
with Ray Lake. Bring your own
pens and notebooks! If you
missed the first class, you are still
welcome to join!

Classes/Studies

Utica United
Methodist Church
8650 Canal Road,

Sterling Heights, MI
(586) 731-7667

www.UticaUMC.org

FLU SEASON IS HERE!
REMEMBER TO GET
YOUR FLU SHOT!!
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