
"How was it?"
A letter from Rev. Don Gotham

"How was it?" is the question I have been most frequently asked since
returning from these past months of spiritual renewal leave. I confess I
don't have a one-sentence answer. I sincerely sought Jesus during this
time, and I found him. If the truth is told, Jesus found me in ways I hadn't
expected, as well.
One of the items I intentionally sought clarity from God was in the area of
my calling. As this is my twenty-fifth year of pastoral ministry, I felt it was
time to find clarity around God's calling on my life. In more ways, and on
more days than I expected, I received a resounding "YES." God is still
calling me to serve the church.
Even more than a reaffirmation of my calling to serve the church as a clergy
person, repeatedly God reaffirmed to me how I should be doing the work
I'm called to do authentically, and not in someone else's version or vision of
what a minister should be. In this, I was taken back to wrestling with my
call to enter pastoral ministry so many years ago. I was sure I wasn't cut
out for ministry because I had notions of what a minister had to be. The
truth then, and the truth now is God called me, and not my idea, or anyone
else's idea of what a minister. I clearly came to understand God’s calling
for me, as it is for all of us, is to offer ourselves, our honest selves, and
allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives and those around us to bring the
results pleasing to God.
Years ago, when God called us to quit our jobs and move two states away
to attend seminary, I held close to the promise from Jeremiah 29:11 "For I
know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. Plans not to harm you, but to
give you a hope and a future." Moving from a place to security to an
unknown can be scary, so holding to those words of promise were helpful to
me then. During this time of leave, I felt God calling me to recount God's
faithfulness through the years since I held so tightly to His promise. I
gratefully answered I indeed had found a hope and a future!
This letter represents just a part of my experience this summer. I will share
more with you in the coming weeks. I might even sneak in a picture of our
beautiful granddaughter we welcomed in August.
So very grateful,
Rev. Don

September 20, 2019
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The HECTIC Youth are in need
of the following and are asking
for donations from the church:

Blankets
Pillows

Bean Bag Chairs
Couch

All items can be used, but
should be in decent/good

condition. They will be used in
the Youth room downstairs.

Please contact Suzy Palmer at
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org if
you have anything to donate.

The youth thank you in
advance!!

Utica UMC's Youth Group
Seeking Furniture Donations

At this time we are in need of:
canned meats,

canned vegetables,
condiments,
crackers,
and soups.

Thank you for your generous
support to the food pantry.

Food Pantry Update

Sunday, October 6th
Registration at 1:30pm

at Christ Lutheran Church
Please mark the date for this
year’s CROP Walk. We will be
partnering with Christ Lutheran
Church again. This year marks
the 50th anniversary of the
CROP Walk. Sign ups will begin
on Sunday, September 8th.

CROP Hunger Walks are
community-wide events
sponsored by Church World
Service and organized by local
congregations or groups to raise
funds to end hunger at home
and around the world.

Hunger is one of the greatest
injustices facing our world, but it
doesn’t have to be this way.
Ending hunger is possible, and it
is possible in our lifetime. You
can help make it happen.

Stand with neighbors in your
community who rely on food
assistance programs. Partner
with parents worldwide as they
ensure a bright future for their
children. Support those
struggling in the face of grinding
poverty and open up new doors
of opportunity for them.

Tens of thousands of CROP
Hunger Walkers are committed
to building a hunger-free world.
Join the movement!

tennis, golf, and table tennis. After Frank retired he didn’t sit
around. He volunteered at Henry Ford Hospital for 15 years and
is currently volunteering at the Selfridge Air Museum, where he
has been for another 15 years. Golf was one of Frank’s passions
and he not only played, but also was a Marshal at the Buick Open
for 10 years. If you see Frank around thank him for his service.

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
This Spotlight focuses on one of the many that
served during WW II - 16 million people served
and there are about 620,000 still alive. Frank
Brown is one of them, having served in the
Navy from 1943 – 1946. Frank, the father of
Lynda Borgacz, was born on May 12, 1925,
which makes him 94 years old. Frank and his
wife raised two daughters and he retired in
1980 as a Craftsman from Chrysler
Corporation. Some of his hobbies includeFrank Brown

Sunday, Sept. 22, 2019
3:00pm

Fellowship Hall

This special church conference
is being held to inform the

congregation (and vote) on the
sale of the Canal Road

parsonage and the adjacent
fenced-in property. Please plan
to attend this important meeting.

**ATTENTION**
Special Church Conference
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There will be a Hearing Clinic
with Dr. Peyerk in the Narthex

(space outside of the
sanctuary). The assessment will
be done privately in the Library.

Please come out and take
advantage of this free service.
Our hearing is important in so
many ways to our bodies. Dr.
Peyerk will be able to answer
any questions you may have.

Thank you,
Janet Stone, Parish Nurse

October 2, 2019
10am - 12pm

Hearing Clinic

It's that time of year again!!! The
United Methodist Women will be

taking orders for pies until
September 29th. There will be

blank order forms in the
bulletins.

Regular size pie is $10.00

Small size pie is $5.00

Don't miss out on this delicious
opportunity to support the Utica

United Methodist Women!

UMW Pie Sales

Friday, October 4, 2019
5:30pm - 7:30pm

At Utica UMC, Fellowship Hall

Hot Dogs, Mac &
Cheese, Slaw,

Chips, Drinks, and
Dessert will be

served.
Thank you in

advance for your
kind donations!

Hot Dog!

Please join us for a Hot Dog
Dinner to fundraise for David
Kies' Eagle Project benefitting
the Dachshund Haus Rescue.

Pizza Kit Fundraiser
Support our Friend In Need
Fund by ordering some
delicious pizza! All orders &
payments are due by Sunday,
September 29th. Your pizza kit
order will be available for pick
up from the church on Tuesday,
October 1st between 4pm and
6pm.

Please contact Debbie Pelton
for payment or to arrange pick
up at a different time.

Thank you for supporting the
Pizza Kit sales to support our
Friend In Need fund.

Everyone needs a vehicle, and
while maintenance is important,
it often gets pushed “to the back
burner” due to limited funds and
other, more important, needs
such as food and medicines.

The Free Oil Change Ministry
on Saturday, September 28th
is available to all individuals
who receive Medicaid, Michigan
Bridge Card assistance, or are
“single parent families” in order
to help them maintain their
vehicle.

You can help support this
ministry by making a donation:
$20 covers the full service for
one guest, however, any
donation you would like to give
will be greatly appreciated.
Simply place your donation in
an envelope with one of the
labels pictured here.

Thank you in advance for you
support to this special

ministry.
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We have all received them… The phone calls that threaten that
Police, Sheriff, IRS, or DEA will be at your house shortly to arrest
you if you don’t make arrangements for payment, or that your
Social Security has been compromised, or that your name has
come up in a drug crime, or that the Police need donations for
death benefits for Officers who die in the line of duty, or the
firefighters need money. The list goes on and on! Last week, I
received one of these calls from someone saying he was my
Grandson. When I asked who was calling, he said he was my
grandson and didn’t I know his voice? I said it doesn’t sound like
Jimmy… The caller said that he had a cold and would be going to
the doctor in a few days if he wasn’t better. But, my Jimmy
doesn’t have an accent! We chatted for a minute and I finally said
"this isn’t my grandson”, then hung up. About a half hour later the
phone rang again -same number, same voice. I answered again

and when he said he was my Grandson, I said, “Michael?” (I don’t have a grandson named
Michael.) He said yes, and when I asked, “Where are you?” he replied, “Well, I have a surprise for
you, I’m In Washington, Michigan.” I said, “What Mile Road are you at?” Silence greeted me for a
few seconds, he chuckled and then hung up. I was actually enjoying our little farce. He hadn’t asked
me for money yet, but I knew it was coming. My grandson has assured me he will never call me if he
is in jail in a foreign country, or has been in an accident and needs money in the form of gift cards. He
will call his Father. The calls were coming from a cell phone with an area code from Vancouver, BC.

We live in a world where we are unsure about who to trust. We are wary of those around us. I took
my husband for a haircut and a man came in with a young son. The man had a gun carried openly
on his side. I felt intimidated and a little leery of this man. I did not know him or what might set off
his anger. I have a very real fear of guns caused, I am sure, by an incident in my young teens. Our
world has changed, and we must be careful of where we are, who we are near, and don’t forget to
check for exits. Growing up, bad things happened to be sure, but I did not fear walking up to a
strange door and asking to use the phone when my car broke down. I would never do that now nor
would anyone let me in to their home to use the phone. I know, most people don’t have a land line in
their home. Our world may have changed but there is one who never changes and in these times -
one who we can trust: God is his name.

John 14:1 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God trust also in me.

Lord, I miss trust, but I know that I can trust you and your word. Be with those who hunger for you
may they find you. Be with those who are grieving may they be comforted. Be with those who are in
want, may they be filled. Be with our church, may we be your church. Be with our Pastor and staff
and our leaders, may they find your peace, wisdom and discernment. We pray in Jesus name, Amen

Grace Epperson

Weekly Devotional
"Scam Phone Calls"
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Sunday, September 22nd
9:30am - Traditional Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:30am - Youth/Teen Sunday School - Room 106
9:45am - Children's Sunday School - Rooms 304 & 305
10:30am - Fellowship & Coffee - Parlor
11:00am - Contemporary Service - Fellowship Hall
3:00pm - Special Church Conference - Sanctuary

Monday, September 23rd
10:00am - Commit To Be Fit - Room 301
2:00pm - Prayer Quilting - Conference Room
6:00pm - Women's Emmaus 4th Day Meeting - Library
7:00pm - "Into the Word" Bible Study - Conference Room

Tuesday, September 24th
7:00pm - Pastor Parish Relations Committee - Board Room
7:30pm - Adult Children of Alcoholics - Room 104

Wednesday, September 25th
4:30pm - KIDS Club and HECTIC Youth
6:30pm - Adult Study: Prayer - Board Room
6:30pm - CR Step Study Classes - Library/Rm 105
6:30pm - Life's Healing Choices Study - Library
7:30pm - Praise Band Practice - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, September 26th
10:00am - Commit to be Fit - Room 301
11:00am - Women's Emmaus 4th Day - Library
12:00pm - Food for Body & Soul - Conf. Room
6:30pm - Celebrate Recovery - Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Thursday Adult Bible Study - Room 302

Friday, September 27th
1:00pm - Genealogy Study - Library

Saturday, September 28th
8:30am - Free Oil Change Ministry - Parking Lot / Fellowship Hall
9:00am - Ruth's Knit 'n' Stitch - Conference Room

This Week's Calendar

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER



*Used prescription glasses*
*Cancelled Stamps*

*Box Tops for Education*
*Pull tops from canned beverages*
Look for the plastic containers above
the coat racks in the front and back

hallways.

Our Mission:
To make disciples of Jesus Christ for

the transformation of the world.
Our Vision:

To reach and nurture our community
with the love of Christ.

Rev. Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org

Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel

Choirs Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net

Christopher Heldt, Contemporary
Worship Leader

chris.heldt@uticaumc.org

Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer

suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org

Communications Director
Beth Miller

bmiller@uticaumc.org

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey

charlotte@uticaumc.org

Custodian
Rachelle Heldt

Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Ministry Team:

Can't make it to church or just
looking for a fast and easy
way to give your? Donate

online with a one time gift or
set up automatic donations!
Visit our website to give now!
www.uticaumc.org/e-giving
If you need assistance, feel

free to call the office!

9:30 AM
with Organ, Choir and

Handbells
in the Sanctuary

11:00 AM
with our Worship Band

in Fellowship Hall

Sunday Worship Times:

Like us on Facebook!

Monday-Thursday
8:00am - 4:00pm

Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm

Phone: (586)731-7667

Office Hours:

Items for The Weekly Messenger,
The Weekly Prayer List, or

Announcements must be submitted
by the Sunday prior to posting.
Submit to bmiller@uticaumc.org,
contact the office, or complete a

form in the office.

Deadline Information:
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Food For Body & Soul
Thursdays
12:00pm in the Conf. Room
Bring your lunch and study the
word of the bible with others! The
current focus will be the book of
John.
Wednesday Night Study
Wednesdays
at 6:30pm in the Conf. Room
This class will be all about prayer
- what is prayer, how to pray, etc...
Join at any time!
Thursday Night Study
Thursdays
7:00pm in Room 302
Join this class for a study of the
book of Hebrews. Have some
good fellowship, a bit of fun and a
better understanding of Bible
times and the teachings of our
Lord. All are welcome regardless
of bible knowledge!
"Into The Word" Bible Study
Mondays (Starts Sept. 23rd)
7:00pm in the Conf. Room
This study will focus on the book
of Isaiah. Contact Sharon VanTuyl
or the office for questions.
Commit To Be Fit
Mondays & Thursdays
10am-11am in room 301
Follow along to fitness videos with
others. Includes variety of chair
aerobics, strength training, and
stretching.
Life's Healing Choices
Wednesdays
6:30pm in room 104
This is a Celebrate Recovery
class. Speak with Bob or Patsy
Clark if you are interested.
Genealogy Study:
Fridays at 1pm in the Library
Learn how to study genealogy
with Ray Lake. Bring your own
pens and notebooks! If you
missed the first class, you are still
welcome to join!

Classes/Studies

Utica United
Methodist Church
8650 Canal Road,

Sterling Heights, MI
(586) 731-7667

www.UticaUMC.org
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