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"Navigating Waterways (and Life)"
A letter from Mary Dolenga
Many years ago, I went on a houseboat trip with my sister and niece along the
Trent-Severn Waterway in Ontario, Canada. We were quite novice at doing
something like this. The house boat rental owner recommended that one of us
focus on operating the boat and one of us focus on tending the lines to navigate
through the locks we would encounter. My sister took the helm and I took the lines.
My niece was 8 or 9 at the time and she also learned how to help manage the lines.
The owner took us out on the water that afternoon. He gave us instructions. He let
us practice a little to get the hang of things. Then, we returned to spend the night
docked at the rental place and “settle in” to our accommodations.
As we set out the next morning on our adventure, it took a little time to get the feel
of handling the boat and navigating the waters. Mind you, the waterway is fairly
narrow, so it isn’t too difficult to navigate. But, there are times when all you see is
water and there are rocks and shallow places to avoid. I had learned to read
nautical charts (maps for water) with my dad when we went boating in Lake St.
Clair, Anchor Bay, and the Channels. I found a set of charts on board and took on
the role of navigator. The nautical chart showed water depths, headings, water
hazards, and various buoys and beacons that we should look for along our route.
My niece soon caught on to watching for the markers. She could often be found
perched at the front of the boat scanning the water with her eyes or her binoculars
in search of the next marker on our route. Sometimes the markers were close
together and not long after we passed one, we would spot the next. Sometimes the
markers were far apart and it would be quite a while before we spotted the next one.
Of course, we were always on the lookout for rocks and shoals and any other
“hazards” that we needed to avoid.
It was during some of these longer stretches, when we hadn’t seen the next marker
that I would find myself becoming anxious. Did I read the chart right? Did we veer
too far in one direction or the other and become “off course”? Would we make it to
the next lock in time to go through or would we be delayed? Would we find a place
to dock for the night?
Eventually, the marker we were looking for would appear. Why did I doubt?
Sometimes we needed to adjust our course. Sometimes, we needed to adjust our
schedule. We always found a safe place to dock for the night. God was with us. I
trusted He would keep us safe.
Years afterward, I realized that navigating the Waterway and searching for those
markers was very much like “navigating” through life. We need to place our faith
and trust in God. He gives us instruction. He equips us with what we need. He
gives us freedom to set our course. He places markers for us to follow. We need to
watch for them. Sometimes there are hazards. We need to watch out for those too.
Sometimes we may feel anxious. Sometimes we may need to adjust our course.
Always, God is with us. We need to stay focused on Him and TRUST HIM!
Peace be with you, MaryD
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Macomb Habitat for Humanity
A Rally Day Ministries & UUMM Project
Macomb Habitat for Humanity is supported by Utica UMM as a
Rally Day Ministry. The Habitat for Humanity 2019 Faith Build is a
new three bedroom home for a widowed mother of two. The vacant
lot where the home is being built is located at 22404 Maxine Street,
near Greater Mack, south of Nine Mile. Local churches are working
together to complete the build, however, volunteer help is still
needed in many aspects from physical labor to lunch
provisions to prayer support.
Dates and Activities:
Wednesday, August 14th - Wall Raising, Exterior
Saturday, August 17th - Wall Raising, Interior
Wednesday, August 21st - Trusses, Sheeting
Saturday, September 14th - Windows, Exterior Doors
Wednesday, September 18th - Wall Insulation
Saturday, September 21st - Kitchen/bath tile, Attic Insulation
Wednesday, September 25th - Prime Paint
Wednesday, October 9th - Cabinets, Paint
Saturday, October 12th - Trim, Paint
Wednesday, October 16th - Interior Doors
Saturday, October 19th - Counter Tops, Other Interior
Saturday, November 9th - Shed Build, Landscape Prep
Wednesday, November 13th - Finish details
Saturday, November 16th - Landscaping
Additionally, do you know of anyone who could help in the following
areas?
• Roofing
• Cement flat work (driveway, sidewalk, etc...)
• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Drywall
• Masonry (The full exterior of the home must be bricked
If you are interested in helping out in any way, please contact Dave
Tirsell from Habitat for Humanity via email at
dtirsell@macombhabitat.org or reach out to Charles White by
phone: at 586-977-7287 or email: cw-white@sbcglobal.net
THANK YOU to all who purchased books or
donated to the Friend in Need fund. We
were able to raise $143 in total. This money
goes to helping people in our neighborhood
who may need assistance paying rent
and/or utility bills.

The Weekly Messenger

Page 2

Utica UMC's Youth Group
Seeking Furniture Donations
The Youth Group is in need of
the following and are asking for
donations from the church:
Blankets
Pillows
Bean Bag Chairs
Couch
All items can be used, but
should be in decent/good
condition. They will be used in
the Youth room downstairs.
Please contact Suzy Palmer at
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org if
you have anything to donate.
The youth thank you in
advance!!

JOIN THE CHOIR!!
It's often said
that, "one who
sings, prays
twice" so why
not increase
your prayer
time by joining
the choir? The
fall season
begins on Monday,
September 9th at 6:45pm in
the Music Room. During the
choir season, the choir
rehearses from 6:45pm-7:40pm
on most Monday evenings. We
gather on Sunday's at 8:45am
and sing most Sundays at the
9:30am Service. All that is
needed to join is a love of
singing. Join us this season as
we raise our voices to the Glory
of God! If you have any
questions, contact David Fox at
foxdavidl@sbcglobal.net
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UUMM Baseball Outing and SoSA Fundraiser
Last Friday, August 2nd, the Utica UM Men's group hosted the annual baseball outing at Jimmy John's
Field to raise money for the Society of St. Andrew. In all, 34 people came out to enjoy the game. For
each person in attendance, $5 was donated to SoSA - a grand total of $175! This is the equivalent of
6,800 servings of food!! Thank you to all who participated in this event!
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Weekly Devotional
"We Cannot Hide From God"
When our daughter was in College in Kalamazoo, I was working for the Red Cross at the
Community College in Port Huron. We were on opposite sides of our State. At a Blood Drive, there
was a young girl that I noticed was getting antsy on the table. The nurse in that unit was a bit
slow. I went over to talk with the girl, calm her down, and start her donation. I mentioned to her
what a beautiful weekend we had just enjoyed. She said she had been to Kalamazoo for the
weekend and had been to a party. She began to describe the apartment where she had been, the
macramé hanging, and the layout of the apartment. I said that that sounded like my daughter’s
apartment. She asked my daughter’s name and I told her, and she replied, “That’s who gave the
party”! When I arrived home that day, I called my daughter and told her I had been in Port Huron
and heard she had had a party. I told her no matter where you are or what you are doing your
Mother will find out. You cannot hide from your Mother. Eventually Mothers and some Fathers will
find out. It helps if you have more than one child (there is always a squealer in the bunch), or if you
just happen to run into the right person at the right time.
We cannot hide from God. He knows our
every thought, he hears our every prayer,
he sees our good deeds and our bad
deeds. We may think we can hide but he
will find us. Years ago, there was much
discussion about whether God was male
or female… It doesn’t matter, God is God.
Genesis 2:8-10 Then the man and his wife
heard the sound of the Lord God as he
was walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the
Lord God called to the man, “Where are
you?” He answered, “I heard you in the
garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked, so I hid.”
Jonah 1:1-3 The word of the Lord came to Jonah, Son of Amittai. Go to the city of Nineveh and
preach against it because its wickedness has come before me. But Jonah ran away from the Lord
and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa where he found a ship bound for that port. After
paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.
Lord God, Be with us this day, be with our families, keep them safe. Be with our church, may we
reach out to those who need and seek you. Bless our Pastor and our staff and leaders. Give them
your guidance and wisdom, lead them as they seek to do your will. Be with our Country Lord as we
grieve those who were lost in more senseless shootings. Help us Lord to heal and to be a better
people. Be with those who are dealing with loss, those that are hurt, those who are sick and those
who are healing. Help us Lord as we seek to be the hands and feet of Christ. Amen
Grace Epperson
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This Week's Calendar of Events
Sunday, August 11th
8:30am - Gosbells Rehearsal
Sanctuary
9:30am - Traditional Worship Service
Sanctuary
9:45am - Children and Youth Sunday School
Rooms 304, 305, 106
10:30am - Fellowship & Coffee
Parlor
11:00am - Contemporary Worship Service
Fellowship Hall
12:30pm - Youth Group (UMYF) meeting
Room 101
Monday, August 12th
10:00am - Commit to Be Fit
Room 301
2:00pm - Prayer Quilting
Conference Room
6:00pm - Women's Emmaus 4th Day
Library
7:00pm - Scout Troop 80
Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, August 14th
6:30pm - Women's Step Study
Library
6:30pm - Adult Bible Study
Board Room
6:30pm - Life's Healing Choices
(A Celebrate Recovery Study)
Room 104
7:30pm - Praise Band Practice
Fellowship Hall
Thursday, August 15th
10:00am - Commit to be Fit
Room 301
11:00am - Women's Emmaus 4th Day
Library
6:30pm - Stephen Ministry Meeting
Board Room
6:30pm - Celebrate Recovery Service
Fellowship Hall
Friday, August 16th
1:00pm - Genealogy Study
Library

Tuesday, August 13th
7:30pm - Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) Saturday, August 17th
8:30am - UUM Men's Breakfast
Room 104
Fellowship Hall
730pm - Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Support
9:00am - Ruth's Knit 'n' Stitch
Library
Conference Room
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Ministry Team:
Rev. Don Gotham
srpastor@uticaumc.org
Music Ministry
David Fox, Organist, Bell, & Chancel
Choirs Director
FoxDavidL@sbcglobal.net
Christopher Heldt, Contemporary
Worship Leader
chris.heldt@uticaumc.org
Youth Leader
Suzy Palmer
suzy.palmer@uticaumc.org
Communications Director
Beth Miller
bmiller@uticaumc.org

Summer Worship
Leader Schedule
August 4 - Rev. Margie Bryce
(Communion Sunday)
August 4 - Mary Dolenga
August 18 – Chris Heldt
August 25 – Bob Clark
September 1 – Rev. Jeff Regan
(Communion Sunday)
Sept. 8 – Rev. Dr. Margie Bryce
Sept. 15 – Martha Powers

Secretary/Bookkeeper
Charlotte Ramsey
charlotte@uticaumc.org

Classes/Studies

Custodian
Rachelle Heldt

Commit To Be Fit
Mondays & Thursdays
10am-11am in room 301
Follow along to fitness videos
with others. Includes variety of
chair aerobics, strength
training, and stretching.

Child Care
Caitlyn Wilson

Sunday Worship Times:

9:30 AM
with Organ, Choir and
Handbells
in the Sanctuary

Office Hours:

Our Mission:

Monday-Thursday
8:00am - 4:00pm
Friday
8:00am - 2:00pm
Phone: (586)731-7667

To make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.

Like us on Facebook!

11:00 AM
with our Worship Band
in Fellowship Hall

Our Vision:
To reach and nurture our community
with the love of Christ.

Deadline Information:
Items for The Weekly Messenger, The
Weekly Prayer List, or Announcements
must be submitted by the Sunday
prior to posting. Submit to
bmiller@uticaumc.org, contact the
office, or complete a form in the office.
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Going on vacation? Can't make
it to church due to weather or
illness?
You can use "E-Giving" so you
can still give your offering during
those times that you can't be
here. You can even set up a
recurring donation so you won't
have to remember your
envelope and to write that
check.
The E-Giving tab is on our
church website at:
www.uticaumc.org
If you need assistance, feel free
to call the office!

Utica United
Methodist Church
*Used prescription glasses*
*Cancelled
Stamps*
8650
Canal
Road,
*Box Tops for Education*
Sterling Heights, MI
*Pull tops from canned beverages*
Look for(586)
the plastic
containers above
731-7667
the coat racks in the front and back
www.UticaUMC.org
hallways.
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Life's Healing Choices
Wednesdays
6:30pm in room 104
This is a Celebrate Recovery
class. Speak with Bob or Patsy
Clark if you are interested.
Summer Adult Study:
"The Life You Have Always
Wanted" - by John Orthberg
Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the
Boardroom.
A study that will encourage us
in our daily Christian lives. New
students are welcome at any
time!
Genealogy Study:
Fridays at 1pm in Library
Learn how to study genealogy
with Ray Lake. Remember to
bring your own pens and
notebooks! If you missed the
first class, you are still welcome
to join!
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XCELBeyond
Participants
High School
Students

September 15th
12:30pm
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